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HIGHLIGHTS 
August 23 - 29, 1998 


B= a Category 3 hurricane with sustained winds 
estimated near 115 mph, made landfall near Cape 
Fear, NC late Wednesday afternoon, near the same location 
where Hurricanes Bertha and Fran made landfall in 1996. 
Mandatory evacuations forced hundreds of thousands of 
vacationers and residents to flee, but kept injuries and 
fatalities from the storm to a minimum. After slowly 
tracking northeastward across eastern North Carolina for 
over 24 hours and weakening to a tropical storm, Bonnie 
emerged over the Atlantic Ocean north of Cape Hatteras, 
NC and re-intensified to a minimal hurricane, briefly 
battering southeastern Virginia. According to preliminary 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
August 29, 1998 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
August 29, 1998 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
August 29, 1998 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
August 29, 1998 


(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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ADDITIONAL PRECIPITATION NEEDED TO BRING INDEX NEAR ZERO 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
August 29, 1998 


(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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Average Pan Evaporation (Inches/Day) 
on August 23 - 29, 1998 
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(Continued from front cover) 

reports, Bonnie caused an estimated 
$1 billion in property damage. In 
southern Texas, the remnants of 
Tropical Storm Charley dumped 
17.03 inches of rain on Del Rio, TX 
Sunday, triggering catastrophic flash 
flooding. Elsewhere, an upper-air 
trough of low pressure responsible for 
initially slowing and eventually 
steering Bonnie back out to sea also 
triggered widespread showers and 
thunderstorms along a slow-moving 
cold front in the central Great 
Plains, middle Mississippi Valley, 
and eastern Great Lakes Region. 
Monsoonal showers dampened 
portions of the Four Corner States, 
but the remainder of the Nation was 
relatively dry as above-normal weekly 
temperatures were observed across 
much of the lower 48 States. 


The week commenced with the 
demise of Tropical Depression 
Charley in southern Texas, but not 
before 17.03 inches of rain from 
Charley broke the all-time calendar 
day (8.79 inches on June 13, 1935) 
and monthly (15.79 inches during 
September 1964) records at Del Rio, 
TX. Before Charley, Del Rio had 
measured a scant 2.89 inches of rain 
the first 8 1/2 months of 1998, or 
about 27 percent of normal. High 
pressure dominated the Pacific 
Northwest and the Southeast, with 
nearly a dozen record highs set 
Sunday and Monday from California 
eastward to the mid-Atlantic. 
Meanwhile, a stalled cold front draped 
across the Great Lakes Region and 
middle Missouri Valley triggered 
showers and thunderstorms in those 
areas. In the Atlantic, all eyes were 
on Hurricane Bonnie as it slowly 
tracked northwest toward _ the 
Carolina coast. 


To the west of Bonnie, high pressure 
kept the Southeast hot and dry as a 
total of two dozen record highs were 
set on August 25-27, with readings in 
the mid-to-upper 90's°F in Florida 
and near 100°F in Georgia and 
Louisiana. On Wednesday about 5 
p.m. EDT, Hurricane Bonnie finally 
made landfall near Cape Fear, NC 
with sustained winds of 115 mph and 
a central pressure of 963 millibars 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 
AUG 23 - 29, 1998 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
AUG 23 - 29, 1998 





CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
COmpUer generated 'sctherms 
Based on preferinary date 





(28.44 inches). However, with no dominant steering currents to follow, Bonnie slowly drifted 
northeastward at 4 to 6 mph and stayed over eastern North Carolina for more than 24 hours 
before emerging back over the Atlantic Ocean. Largest storm totals (11.31 inches at 
Jacksonville; 9.21 inches at Wilmington; and 9.09 inches at Cherry Point) occurred just to 
the east of Bonnie's center, although 4 to 8 inches were common from the Carolina's coastal 
border northeastward into southeastern Virginia (6.88 inches at Norfolk, VA). 


Eventually, the upper-air trough over the Great Lakes region picked-up Bonnie and 
accelerated her northeastward late in the week, away from the New England coast. Bonnie's 
only effects were some squally conditions near eastern Long Island, Cape Cod, Nantucket, 
and Martha's Vineyard. Farther to the west, a cold front generated strong thunderstorms that 
dropped 1 to 3 inches of rain on eastern Iowa, northern Missouri, and western Illinois, but 
convection diminished as the front weakened while it pushed eastward to the Appalachians by 
week's end. In the Deep South and West, high pressure kept the weather warm and dry as 
nearly 50 locations established record highs during August 28-29. In sharp contrast, cooler 
conditions covered Hawaii and Alaska during the week, including an August record low at 
Kodiak, AK (34°F on the 29th). 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending August 29, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 29, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 29, 1998 
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subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Above-normal temperatures prevailed over nearly the 
entire country, pushing row crop development rapidly 
toward maturity. Rains replenished soil moisture and 
aided crop development along an arc extending from 
northeast Kansas through the central and eastern 
Corn Beit. Scattered showers rejuvenated 
late-maturing crops in parts of the southern Plains, 


but the heat and dry conditions stressed crops 
across most of the Southeast. Dry weather aided 
harvest progress in the northern Plains and Pacific 
Northwest, and allowed field preparations for winter 
wheat seeding to continue in the central and southern 
Great Plains. Heavy rains flooded crops in low-lying 
fields along the middle Atlantic Coastal Plains. 





Corn: High temperatures pushed corn in the dough stage or 
beyond to 92 percent, and corn dented or beyond advanced 
to 65 percent. Progress for both stages averaged a week or 
more ahead of normal, with some areas of the Corn Belt up 
to 3 weeks ahead of the 5-year average. In Michigan and 
Minnesota, corn dented progress was 3 times the normal 
pace. Fourteen percent of the crop has ripened, nearly 
double the normal rate, as hot weather quickly dried 
maturing fields. In the Missouri Bootheel, dry weather has 
allowed a third of the crop to be harvested. Crop conditions 
remained mostly unchanged, as several pockets were aided 
by soaking rains. However, other areas of the Corn Belt 
were becoming stressed by the heat and lack of rain. Also, 
severe winds damaged some fields in the central and eastern 
Corn Belt, flattening plants in a few isolated fields. 


Soybeans: Soybeans setting pods advanced to 94 percent, 
compared with the average pace of 91 percent. Pod setting 
slowed in the Corn Belt as progress neared 100 percent, but 
development along the lower Mississippi and Ohio Valleys 
continued at a rapid pace. Nationally, 5 percent was 
dropping leaves, as heat quickly matured fields in the 
Mississippi Delta and parts of the central and northern Great 
Plains. Conditions improved in parts of the Corn Belt, 
where additional rain was received, and slightly deteriorated, 
where conditions remained hot and dry. 


Cotton: Thirty-seven percent of the crop had bolls 
opening, compared with 27 percent the previous week and 
28 percent normally opening bolls by this date. Progress 
was most advanced in the Mississippi Delta States, followed 
by the southern Plains and Southeast. Development lagged 
significantly in the Southwest, where bolls were opening at 
less than half the normal pace. Harvest was nearly complete 
along the western Gulf Coast, but was temporarily delayed 
by rain. Dryland fields in the southern Plains benefited from 
recent rains, but were still under stress from excessive 
dryness. Boll rot and insect pressures continued to hamper 
fields in parts of the Mississippi Delta. 


Small grains: Dry weather in the northern Great Plains 
and in the Pacific Northwest allowed the small grain harvest 
to continue at a good pace. Spring wheat harvested 
advanced to 89 percent, and the barley harvest was 91 
percent complete. Many farmers in the northern Great 
Plains finished combining nearly 3 weeks early. Harvest 
was not as advanced in the northern Rocky Mountains and 
Pacific Northwest, but the pace was rapid and progress was 
at least a week ahead of normal. 


Rice: Ninety-four percent of the Nation’s rice has 
developed to the heading stage or beyond, slightly behind the 
5-year average. Hot weather accelerated development in 
California, where heading progress leaped from 60 to 85 
percent, but remained well behind the 96 percent average for 
this date. Harvest progress reached 26 percent, compared 
with the 20 percent average. In the lower Mississippi Delta 
and western Gulf Coast, harvest continued at a steady pace 
and remained more than a week ahead of normal. Warm 
weather aided crop conditions in California. 


Sorghum: Ninety-six percent of the crop has headed, 62 
percent has begun turning color, and 26 percent has ripened. 
Warm weather accelerated development in the southern Corn 
Belt and central Great Plains, where fields were rapidly 
turning color. In the lower Mississippi Delta, nearly all 
fields were mature. Conditions declined slightly, as hot, dry 
weather stressed fields in the central Great Plains. 


Other crops: The peanut harvest began along parts of the 
southern Atlantic Coast and southern Plains and coastal 
areas of the eastern Gulf Coast. However, harvest had not 
started in the inland peanut-producing areas of the 


Southeast. With a return of hot, dry weather, peanut 
conditions began to deteriorate after a few weeks of modest 
improvements. Field preparations continued for winter 
wheat seeding in the Great Plains and a few fields were 
planted in the southern Plains. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending August 30, 1998 


Corn Percent Dough Corn Percent Dented Corn Percent Mature 


Aug30 Prev Prev 5-Yr Aug30 Prev = Prev 5&Yr Aug30 Prev Prev = 5-Yr 
1998 Week Year 1998 Week —§ Year 1998: Week Year 


NA 


NA 
NA 
NA 


NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
77 7 
These 17 States planted 90% of These 17 States planted 90% of These 17 States planted 90% of 
last corn last corn last corn 








Sorghum Percent Headed Sorghum Percent Coloring Sorghum Percent Mature 








Aug 30. Prev = Prev &Yr Aug30° Prev Prev: 5Yr Aug 30 Prev Prev. 5-¥r 
1998 Week Year Avg 1996 Week Year = Avg 1998 Week Year Avg 








100 99 100 AR 81 76 83 AR 39 NA 13 








97 90 91 co 21 12 21 co NA 0 








88 79 96 iL 47 30 IL NA 0 








98 95 97 KS 50 37 KS NA 6 








100 100 100 LA 93 LA NA 80 








100 100 MS 91 MS NA 59 








100 97 100 MO 55 MO NA 








NE 61 31 NE NA 








NM 15 14 NM NA 








OK 51 an OK NA 








SD 55 26 SD NA 








™ 81 75 74 78 ™ NA 








8/8 |S |S [8 |F/¥ 1818/8 /8 18/3 


99 97 
47 35 
88 86 
94 78 
97 96 
96 93 


ALL 62 46 55 51 ALL NA 








These 12 States planted 99% of These 12 States planted 99% of These 12 States planted 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. last year's sorghum acreage. last year's sorghum acreage. 














Rice Percent Headed Rice Percent Harvested Spring Wheat Percent 


Harvested 
Aug30 Prev Prev = &Yr Aug30 Prev Prev 5&Yr 











1998 Week . Year Avg 1998 Week Year Avg Aug30 Prev Prey 5Yr 
95 90 98 AR 6 1 1 6 1996: Week Year Avg 














85 60 100 CA 0 tH] 9 2 ID 53 52 








99 96 LA 7 66 63 61 MN 91 56 








MS 95 92 89 MS 21 8 3 11 MT 74 50 








100 99 99 ™ 7 64 32 55 ND 74 49 








94 87 97 ALL 26 18 17 20 SD 96 93 


a 











These 5 States planted 96% of last These 5 States planted 96% of last | ALL 73 56 

















year's rice acreage. year's rice acreage. These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's spring wheat acreage. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending August 30, 1998 








Soybeans Percent Setting Pods Cotton Percent Bolls Opening Soybeans Crop Condition by 





Percent 

Aug 30 Prev Prev 5&Yr Aug30 Prev Prev &-Yr 
1998 © Week = Year 1998 Week Year Avg 
71 74 AL 38 22 18 20 
AZ 38 19 66 76 
AR 32 9 9 20 
CA 1 1 56 36 
31 
46 
44 
16 

















GA 37 31 9 

LA 79 62 39 

MS 73 53 16 

MO 24 14 14 

NM 13 7 26 23 
NC 25 13 12 19 
OK 25 10 2 6 
Sc 31 25 13 17 
TN 23 10 3 17 
T™ 37 31 22 25 
ALL 37 27 22 28 
These 14 States planted 98% of 
last year's cotton acreage. 






































72 





Barley Percent Harvested 





These 19 States planted 93% of 


Wk 
Aug 30. Prev Prev 5-Yr 
last — 


1998 Week Year Avg Prev Yr 829 49 
55 64 
Soybeans Percent Dropping MN 97 ‘8 


74 
98 
Leaves MT 88 69 
ND 95 88 
98 
92 
91 





ID 











Corn Crop Condition by 
Percent 











Aug30 Prev Prev = &Yr SD 97 
Week Year Avg WA 80 92 
3 ALL 79 71 
These 6 States planted 83% of last 
ear's barley acreage. 


G 
59 
9 
51 
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Peanuts Percent Harvested 














Aug 30 Prey == Prev 5-Yr 

1998 Week Year Avg 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
NA 
VA NA 
ALL NA 
These 8 States planted 99% of last 
year's peanut acreage. 
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These 19 States planted 93% of 
last year's soybean acreage. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending August 30, 1998 





Cotton Crop Condition by 


Rice Crop Condition by Percent 
Percent 


VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

AR F - Fair 

G - Good 

EX - Excellent 


42 
22 


M 
™ 


TOTAL PRECIPITATION (inches) & PATH OF HURRICANE BONNIE 
8 AM EDT August 26 - 8 AM EDT August 28, 1998 {48 hours] 





4 
Wk 
Prev Yr 49 11 





Sorghum Crop Condition by 
Percent 


VIRGINIA 
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KS 59 
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MO 28 





NE 16 
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ALL 25 
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Peanuts Crop Condition by 
Percent 





NORTH 


CAROLINA 


* @/27 5AM 
85MPH 
0 28.64” 


CAROLINVIN,. 3/28 YPM 
iB ASF = 100MPH 
8/26 5PM “°°" 


TISMPH 
2B4AL 


SOUT 


8/25 1AM 
7 VSMPH 


one : 8/26 SAM 
= 28.53" 


: M415MPH 
i 28.47" 


lp 8/26 SAM F 
Ciimate Prediction Center, NOAA ® VISMPH | 
USDA/Joint Agricultural Weather Facility _/ 247 if 
National Hurricane Center i 
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ys 


».."4 2 to 6 Inches of Rain 


: 8to 12 inches of Rain 


6/28 2AM 
75MPH 
29.12" 


p27 5PM 
TOMPH 
28.97" 
0 8/27 71AM 
65MPH 


Hurricane (sustained winds 
> 74 mph 


Tropica! Storm {sustained 
winds 39 to 74 mph) 


SAMPLE PLOT: 

Date & Time (EDT) 

Highest Sustained Winds 
Lowest Barometric Pressure 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 15% very 
short, 61% short, 24% adequate. Corn dented 100%, 98% 1997, 98% avg. 
Catton bolis opening 38%, 18% 1997, 20% avg. Soybeans blooming 90%, 
89% 1997, 89% avg. Corn 29% very poor, 14% poor, 46% fair, 10% good, 
1% excellent. Cotton 13% very poor, 9% poor, 34% fair, 42% good, 2% 
excellent. Soybean 5% very poor, 7% poor, 42% fair, 43% good, 3% 
excellent. Livestock 1% very poor, 4%, poor, 47% fair, 48% good, 5% 
excellent. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 14% poor, 59% fair, 17% good, 2% 
excellent. Fall vegetable planting continued. Apple harvest began. 
Defoliation began in some cotton fields. Sweet potato digging is under full- 
swing. 





ALASKA: Days Suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Topsoil moisture 95% adequate, 
5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 25% short, 75% adequate. Rain hampered 
agricultural activities in the Fairbanks area. Light frost reported in parts of the 
Matanuska Valley. Daytime high temperatures ranged mostly in the upper- 
50's to low-60's degrees Fahrenheit. Barley 80% ripe or earlier, 20% 
harvested. Oats 100% ripe or earlier. Wind, rain damage to crops, 90% 
none, 10% light. Commercial potato crop 5% harvested. Other vegetable 
harvests advanced. 





ARIZONA: As of August 30, the cotton crop is roughly 2 weeks behind 
normal. Cotton condition declined last week due to excess rain, heat, insect 
pressure. Some reporters are indicating cotton rot has appeared in fields. 
Alfalfa harvest activity was reported as 31% not being harvested, 15% light, 
22% moderate, 32% active. Alfalfa virtually unchanged. Condition was 
reported as 4% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 10% excellent. Eastern growers 
continued harvesting Gala appies last week, while central area started 
harvesting cantaloupes, watermelons. Western area groves continued 
harvesting lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Soil moisture 24% very short, 
55% short, 21% adequate. Main farming activities included: Treating 
pastures for armyworm problems, harvesting rice, corn, sorghum, hay. Other 
farm activities included spraying for worms in cotton, defoliating cotton, 
irrigating soybeans, draining rice fields in preparation of harvest, treating 
cattle for pink-eye, eternal parasites, fertilizing pastures. Aflatoxin continues 
to be a problem for corn producers in some counties, above-normal levels of 
nitrates have been found in hay because of lower-than-normal precipitation 
levels. Silage yields have also been lower than normal due to higher-than- 
normal temperatures. Corn 10% very poor, 23% poor, 34% fair, 28% good, 
5% excellent. Alfalfa 5% very poor, 21% poor, 36% fair, 38% good. Other 
hay 8% very poor, 35% poor, 36% fair, 20% good, 1% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed 15% very poor, 34% poor, 31% fair, 19% good, 1% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under favorable 
conditions, development of most crops remained behind normal. Wheat 
grain harvest was still ongoing in a few late fields in Kings County. Small 
grains were being harvested, and remaining stubble was baled for straw or 
disced under. Harvest of corn for grain, silage continued in the San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys. Second crop corn fields were maturing rapidly. Rice 
was growing well in most areas, with head development underway in many 
fields. Cotton was blooming, setting bolls in the San Joaquin, Sacramento 
Valleys. A few early-planted cotton fields in Fresno County received final 
irrigation. Nearly all desert area cotton had open bolls. Cotton growers 
continued regular treatments for aphids, mites. Seed alfalfa, sugar beets, 
safflower, sunflowers were harvested. Single-crop black eye beans were 
Grying for harvest, while second crop fields were still blooming, setting pods. 
Alfalfa, sudan grasses were cut for hay or green chopped. Some alfalfa 
fields were sprayed for worms. San Joaquin Valley flame seedless, red 
globe, fantasy seedless grapes were actively harvested for fresh 
consumption. Thompson seedless variety grapes were harvested for fresh, 
raisin, wine uses. Some grape growers were concerned about low levels of 
Sugar. Late season nectarine, plum, freestone peach varieties were picked. 
Fruit quality was good. Gala, granny Smith apple picking was active. The fig 
harvest continued. Bartlett pear harvest was active in Lake, Mendicino 
Counties. Asian pear picking continued in the San Joaquin Valley. Almond 
harvest continued, while walnut growers prepared for harvest. Valencia 





oranges were harvested at a slow pace. New crop navel oranges were 
maturing. Lemon, grapefruit picking continued. Fresh market, processing 
tomatoes continued to be harvested throughout the San Joaquin, Sacramento 
Valleys. Movement of fresh market tomatoes was slow. Fall, winter crops 
of cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce were being planted, as spinach fields were 
being prepared in the San Joaquin Valley. Honeydew, cantaloupe harvests 
continued in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys, while watermelon, mixed 
melon harvests were coming to a close. Fall melons were treated for white 
fly in the Imperial Valley. San Joaquin Valley late pumpkin, squash crops 
were progressing well. Other vegetables harvested included bell peppers, 
sweet potatoes, eggplant, green onions, processing onions, garlic, sweet 
corn, various herbs, cucumbers, beets, squash, pumpkins, exotic vegetables. 
Insect pressure remained high throughout State's major agricultural regions. 
Native pasture, rangeland were in good to fair condition over much of the 
State. Forage at high elevations was maturing, drying as the season 
progressed. Low elevation forage was deteriorating normally for this late in 
the year. Ample dry feed remained on mid, high elevation rangeland. Stock 
water was still plentiful, with springs, creeks holding up well. Fire hazard on 
pasture, rangeland remained high to extreme over much of the State. Range 
animals in most areas were doing well on rangeland native grasses, ranchers 
in some areas increased feed purchases as supplemental feeding became 
necessary. Milk production was up due to last week’s cooler weather. 
Fresno County sheep were grazing early-harvested melon fields. Bees 
continued to pollinate late-season melons. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 18% short, 74% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 22% short, 72% adequate 3% surplus. Higher temperatures with less 
frequent afternoon thunderstorms continued throughout the week. Most 
crops continue to develop favorably. Spring bariey 80% harvested, 78% 
1997, 67% avg. Oats 77% harvested, 92% 1997, 70% avg. Dry onions 43% 
harvested, 27% 1997, 34% avg.; condition 3% poor, 9% fair, 56% good, 32% 
excellent. Sugar beets condition 7% fair, 67% good, 26% excellent. 
Summer potatoes 25% harvested, 36% 1997, 42% avg.; 70% good, 30% 
excellent. Fall potatoes 2% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg.; 1% very poor, 8% 
poor, 5% fair, 57% good, 29% excellent. Dry beans 19% cut, 20% 1997, 
13% avg; 3% threshed, 14% 1997, 9% avg.; 2% poor, 18% fair, 55% good, 
25% excellent. Alfalfa 96% 2nd cutting, 94% 1997, 88% avg.; 34% 3rd 
Cutting, 35% 1997, 28% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 17% fair, 61% good, 
19% excellent. Spring wheat 95% turning color, 94% 1997, 97% avg.; 54% 
harvested, 38% 1997, 52% avg.; 5% poor, 17% fair, 50% good, 28% 
excellent. Pasture feed, range in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 35% short, 56% adequate. Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 37% 
short, 58% adequate. Soybeans 73% bloomed, 76% 1997, 84% avg.; 57% 
setting pods, 60% 1997, 65% avg.; 10% turned, 5% 1997, 3% avg.; 10% 
poor, 36% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent. A few acres shedding leaves. Field 
corn 88% dough, 78% 1997, 86% avg.; 70% dent, 63% 1997, 63% avg.; 
20% mature, 20% 1997, 18% avg.; some corn combines in south; 29% 
harvested for silage, 21% 1997, 31% avg.; 11% very poor, 22% poor, 38% 
fair, 26% good, 3% excellent. Apples 36% harvested, 51% 1997, 33% avg.; 
8% fair, 84% good, 8% excellent. Peaches 79% harvested, 87% 1997, 87% 
avg. Sorghum 75% headed, 82% 1997, 90% avg.; 24% turning color, 13% 
1997, 11% avg.; 9% poor, 56% fair, 34% good, 1% excellent. Sweet corn 
70% harvested, 86% 1997, 90% avg. Watermelons 68% harvested, 78% 
1997, 82% avg. Cucumbers 74% harvested, 94% 1997, 89% avg. 
Cantaloupe 76% harvested, 82% 1997, 87% avg. Snap beans 72% 
harvested, 70% 1997, 82% avg. Lima beans 40% harvested, 51% 1997, 
41% avg. Tomatoes 70% picked, 69% 1997, 80% avg. Potatoes 79% 
harvested, 94% 1997, 85% avg. Alfalfa 91% 3rd cutting harvested, 96% 
1997, 93% avg.; 24% 4th cutting, 17% 1997, 16% avg. Other hay 71% 3rd 
cutting, 82% 1997, 66% avg.; 26% 4th cutting, 12% 1997, 5% avg. Hay 
supplies 28% short, 72% adequate. Pasture feed 21% poor, 34% fair, 43% 
good, 2% excellent. Activities: Showers, wind arrived with Hurricane Bonnie, 
provided some relief for soybeans, limas, hay, pastures. 
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FLORIDA: Topsoil southern Peninsula adequate, other areas of State 
mostly adequate, scattered areas short. Peanuts, cotton showing stress due 
to lack of moisture in some areas. Haying active. Tobacco marketing active. 
Rainfall dropped off from last week, most areas, as Hurricane Bonnie passed 
by State. Scattered thunderstorms some areas with varying amounts of 
rainfall accumulated. Temperatures generally up from last week, averaged 
normal to above with highs in 80's, 90's, lows in 70's degrees Fahrenheit. 
Next cycle of fall armyworms requiring treatment, hay fields, pastures. White 
moid, limb rot, possibly CBR in many peanut fields. Velvet bean caterpillars 
in scattered soybean fields. Foliage feeders coming back to some peanut 
fields. Sugarcane good condition. Nine percent of peanut acreage for nuts 
harvested. Peanut poor 3%, fair 27%, good 70%. Ground preparations for 
fall crop planting continued as Hurricane Bonnie passed by State. In 
Gadsden County, tomatoes continue in good condition. Most plants past first 
String. In the East coast, eggplant growers working ground, leveling land, 
laying plastic as some light planting underway. Tomato, pepper transplanting 
increasing with some light spot resettings necessary due to hot weather. 
Oldest transplantings in fair to good condition. In Palmetto-Ruskin, tomato 
planting active but slowing. Plant growth fair to good. Staking very active 
with first ties on some. Pepper planting started. Eggplant condition fair to 
good with normal development. Cherry, plum tomato plantings steady, with 
plants in fair to good condition. In the southwest, tomato, pepper plantings 
increasing with overall crop condition fair to good. Cherry, plum tomatoes 
also in fair to good condition as planting momentum increases. In Dade 
County, okra harvest continues, slowing. Some small fields of snap beans 
seeded this week. Plastic being laid for first eggplant, with planting planned 
for first part of September. Rain scattered, light this week in all citrus areas. 
Hurricane Bonnie had no effect on citrus. Grove condition generally good. 
Harvest for 1998-99 season underway with packing of some red grapefruit. 
A few other packing houses expected to open. Caretakers cutting cover 
crops, spraying, fertilizing, cleaning large weeds, small trees out of groves. 
Pasture feed fair 25%, good 75%. Cattle fair 40%, good 60%. Armyworms 
problem in the Panhandle, central counties. Grass growth slowed throughout 
State due to dry soil conditions. Cattle, calves reported in fair to good 
condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 20% very short, 
48% short, 31% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn 70% harvested for grain, 42% 
1997, 51% avg. Hay 10% very poor, 25% poor, 38% fair, 26% good, 1% 
excellent. Peanuts 1% dug, 2% 1997, 4% avg. Sorghum 17% very poor, 
23% poor, 39% fair, 20% good, 1% excellent; 25% harvested for grain, 11% 
1997, 16% avg. Soybeans 97% blooming, 96% 1997, 97% avg. Tobacco 
4% very poor, 10% poor, 50% fair, 34% good, 2% excellent; 76% harvested, 
96% 1997, 92% avg. Apples 5% very poor, 7% poor, 36% fair, 36% good, 
16% excellent; 34% harvested, 40% 1997, 28% avg. Pecans 12% very poor, 
31% poor, 37% fair, 18% good, 2% excellent. Hot, dry temperature resulted 
in decline of soil moisture levels across the State. Lack of soil moisture 
Caused most crop conditions to drop. Armyworms, dry weather continues to 
affect most crops. Producers in all areas are spraying to control insects, to 
minimize loss. Black aphids spotted in pecans. Other activities included 
irrigating cotton, peanuts, planting fall vegetables, mowing pastures, spraying 
pecans for Black Aphids. 





HAWAII: Sunny skies, warm temperatures, variable showers were fair for 
agriculture. Crop conditions varied fair to good. Crops in parched areas of 
Hawaii island were in very poor condition, in need of rain. Banana harvesting 
will be steady. Warm weather, adequate soil moisture maintain fields in fair 
to good condition. Papaya harvesting increasing from major fields on Hawaii 
island. Harvesting of most vegetables slowed due to continued warm 
temperatures. Overall insect damage is light. Most vegetables in fair 
condition. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 1% surplus, 55% 
adequate, 38% short, 6% very short. Return of upper 90's degrees 
Fahrenhett, with little precipitation. Alfalfa hay 2nd cutting 95%, 1997 94%, 
avg. 90%; 3rd cutting 41%, 1997 34%, avg. 27%. Irrigation supply 25% 
excellent, 61% good, 13% fair, 1% poor. Mint harvested 88%, 1997 73%, 
avg. 87%. Lentils harvested 81%, 1997 41%, avg. 44%. Dry peas harvested 
94%, 1997 76%, avg. 66%. Dry beans harvested 5%, 1997 6%, avg. 10%. 
Oats harvested 61%, 1997 61%, avg. 54%. Onions harvested 14%, 1997 
13%, avg. 13%. Hops harvested 26%, 1997 11%, avg. 20%. Peaches 
harvested 51%, 1997 74%, avg. 58%. Prunes and plums harvested 20%, 
1997 42%, avg. 36%. Potato vines dead/killed 12%, 1997 18%, avg. 27%; 
harvested 3%, 1997 3%, avg. 3%. Sweet corn harvested 31%, 1997 50%, 
avg. 45%. Corn harvested for silage 1%, 1997 2%, avg. 2%. Winter wheat 
harvested 94%, 1997 86%, avg. 79%. Activities: Applying fungicides to 
combat late blight, irrigating, harvesting cereal grains, potatoes, hay, mint, 





lentils, dry peas, dry beans, oats, onions, hops, sweet corn, peaches, 
irrigating. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 2% very short, 
29% short, 65% adequate, 4% surplus. Sudden death syndrome in 
soybeans is becoming more apparent, continues to be of concern for 
farmers. In addition, heavy rains, high winds last week damaged fields in 
northern part of the State. Across the rest of the State, farmers would like to 
see more rain to help their soybeans progress. Despite the weather, the crop 
is progressing well. The corn crop is progressing quickly as well. Many 
farmers expect to begin harvesting corn within the next week or so. Farm 
activities for last week include hauling grain, mowing roadsides, preparing 
equipment. Soybeans blooming 98%, 100% 1997, 99% avg. Soybeans 
turning yellow 6%, 6% 1997, 7% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 70%, 55% 1997, 
58% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 4% very short, 
35% short, 58% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 
25% short, 69% adequate, 3% surplus. Hot sunny weather continues to fuel 
crop development. Although progress remained ahead of average for both 
crops, condition ratings declined for the second straight week, as dry soil 
continued to stress the corn, soybeans. Rain would be a welcome sight in 
most areas of the State. Tobacco harvest 23% complete, 5% 1997, 22% 
avg. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 31% fair, 45% good, 
12% excellent. Activities: Cutting alfalfa, harvesting tobacco, mowing lots, 
roadsides, caring for livestock, preparing equipment for fall harvest. 





1OWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Topsoil moisture very short 4%, 
short 14%, adequate 72%, surplus 10%. Subsoil moisture very short 3%, 
short 15%, adequate 75%, surplus 7%. Southern third of State remains dry, 
with reports of crops becoming stressed by heat, lack of rain. Severe wind 
damage to corn in northeast, east-central areas; some fields flattened. 
Across the State, corn being cut for silage. The 1998 row crops: Corn dough 
stage 92%, 82% 1997, 69% avg.; dent stage 71%, 39% 1997, 34% avg.; 
com acreage mature 11%, 6% 1997, 5% avg. Corn 2% very poor, 7% poor, 
22% fair, 46% good, 23% excellent. Soybeans leaves turning color 8%, 7% 
1997, 8% avg. Soybean 2% very poor, 4% poor, 18% fair, 47% good, 29% 
excellent. Third-crop alfalfa harvested 55%, 48% 1997, 41% avg. Second 
crop clover harvested 93%, 87% 1997, 84% avg. All hay 2% very poor, 7% 
poor, 27% fair, 49% good, 15% excellent. Northern section of State, rains 
making fields soft, difficult to hay; southern sections report some loss of hay, 
pasture due to dry weather. Livestock generally in good condition. Pasture 
feed 3% very poor, 11% poor, 30% fair, 43% good, 13% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 6% very short, 
41% short, 51% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 
27% short, 67% adequate, 1% surplus. Farmers prepare for wheat seeding. 
Harvest of corn for grain has begun in the south. Harvest of corn, sorghum 
for silage has begun across the State. Corn earworms, greenbugs are the 
most common insects reported, mostly in sorghum. Sorghum mature 8%, 
6% 1997, 4% avg. Sunflowers ray flowers dry 61%; bracts yellow 29%; 1% 
very poor, 2% poor, 18% fair, 69% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa 4th cutting 
49%, 37% 1997, 29% avg. Maior field activities were preparing for seeding, 
cutting hay, harvesting silage, working stubble, fertilizing. Pasture feed 1% 
very poor, 6% poor, 33% fair, 53% good, 7% excellent. Pasture conditions 
declining due to lack of moisture. Stock water 2% very short, 10% short, 
87% adequate, 1% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 21% very 
short, 50% short, 28% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 14% very 
short, 44% short, 40% adequate, 2% surplus. Slightly above-normal 
temperatures. Spotty showers at midweek, toward weekend, still very dry. 
Corn harvesting started in western part of the State. Late-planted crops need 
rain, especially tobacco, soybeans. No serious disease problems reported. 
Tobacco condition variable; early set expected to have high yields, good 
color. Burley tobacco cut 42%, 21% 1997, 32% avg. Dark tobacco cut 54%, 
35% 1997, 48% avg. Conditions of set tobacco 3% very poor, 12% poor, 
29% fair, 45% good, 11% excellent. Hay 2% very poor, 8% poor, 38% fair, 
43% good, 9% excellent. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 14% poor, 40% fair, 
38% good, 4% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 22% very short, 
37% short, 40% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn 93% harvested, 80% 1997, 
71% avg. Cotton bolis are opening early, with some smaller than normal boll 
size; boll rot reported. Hay 58% final cutting, 88% 1997, 72% avg. Peaches 
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100% harvested, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Rice 93% ripe, 74% 1997, 78% 
avg. Rice harvest progressed well. Sorghum 56% harvested, 36% 1997, 
34% avg. Sorghum harvest continues. Soybeans 49% turning color, 32% 
1997, 22% avg. Armyworms caused severe damage in soybean fields. 
Sugarcane 5% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 40% good, 11% excellent; 9% 
planted, 35% 1997, 23% avg. Sweet potatoes 4% very poor, 11% poor, 45% 
fair, 38% good, 2% excellent; 13% harvested, 18% 1997, 16% avg. 
Livestock 5% very poor, 13% poor, 39% fair, 39% good, 4% excellent. 
Vegetables 20% very poor, 22% poor, 31% fair, 24% good, 3% excellent. 
Pastures are plagued by armyworms, dry conditions. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 19% very 
short, 38% short, 42% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 19% very 
short, 37% short, 44% adequate. Field corn 5% very poor, 17% poor, 36% 
fair, 37% good, 5% excellent; 74% dough, 79% 1997, 79% avg.; 55% dent, 
49% 1997, 50% avg.; 24% mature, 7% 1997, 11% avg.; 22% harvested for 
silage, 14% 1997, 14% avg.; a few acres of grain combined. Soybeans 5% 
very poor, 14% poor, 38% fair, 32% good, 11% excellent; 96% bloomed, 95% 
1997, 91% avg.; 85% setting pods, 80% 1997, 76% avg.; 6% has turned, 
10% 1997, 5% avg.; 5% shedding leaves, 3% 1997, 1% avg. Sorghum 3% 
very poor, 18% poor, 45% fair, 28% good, 6% excellent; 40% turned. 
Tobacco 10% very poor, 22% poor, 46% fair, 22% good; 92% topped, 92% 
1997, 89% avg.; 51% harvested, 63% 1997, 56% avg. Sweet corn 91% 
harvested, 86% 1997, 85% avg. Snap beans 82% harvested, 76% 1997, 
86% avg. Lima beans 28% harvested, 14% 1997, 27% avg. Cucumbers 
89% harvested, 84% 1997, 88% avg. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 31% poor, 
36% fair, 22% good, 3% excellent. Cantaloupe 91% harvested, 94% 1997, 
91% avg. Watermelons 85% harvested, 89% 1997, 86% avg. Tomatoes 
85% harvested, 87% 1997, 82% avg. Apples 11% fair, 77% good, 12% 
excellent; 19% harvested, 17% 1997, 16% avg. Peaches 89% harvested, 
85% 1997, 85% avg. Other hay 76% 3rd cutting harvested, 30% 1997, 40% 
avg.; 20% 4th cutting, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Alfalfa hay 90% 3th cutting, 70% 
1997, 85% avg.; 29% 4th cutting, 16% 1997, 22% avg. Hay supplies 3% 
very short, 23% short, 64% adequate, 10% surplus. Activities: Continued 
harvesting of tobacco, vegetable, fruit crops; start-up harvesting of grain 
corn. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 33% very 
short, 30% short, 30% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil moisture 35% very 
short, 33% short, 32% adequate surplus. All hay 3rd cutting 55%, 29% 
1997, 30% avg. Dry beans turning leaves 98%, 38% 1997, 38% avg.; 
shedding leaves 77%, 4% 1997, 8% avg.; mature 11%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. 
Silage harvested 9%, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Soybeans turning leaves 33%, 
13% 1997, 11% avg. Significant rain fell last week only in Grand Traverse 
Bay area, along State’s southern border. Most other areas received less 
than an inch of rain. Non-irrigated crops continued to be stressed across 
much of the northern two-thirds of lower peninsula. Sugar beets stressed 
from low moisture. Cercospora leafspot, root aphids. Plants wilted daily. 
Yields will be affected if rain is not received soon. Dry weather, moisture 
stress continued to encourage spider mites in soybeans. Corn in drier areas 
maturing quickly, with some fields at 30% moisture. Harvest of corn for 
silage has increased. Drier areas not enough growth to cut hay a third time. 
In contrast, southern corners of State generally too wet to harvest 3rd cutting. 
Alfalfa seeding began in areas not too dry to prepare fields. Dry bean harvest 
Started in drier areas. Potato harvest continued for fresh market. Cucumber 
harvest winding down. Melon quality in the southeast slipped due to rain. 
Early, mid-season onions maturing. Fall squash harvest started. Pepper 
harvest continued with good quality. Sweet corn harvest continued, with 
excellent quality reported in the Grand Rapids area. Processing tomato 
harvest 20% complete in the southeast. Dry conditions continued to 
suppress plant diseases on fruit. Apple maggot catches low. Codling moth 
Catches increased northwest. Peach, pear harvests neared completion. 
Stanley plums harvested west-central, northwest. Mcintosh, gala apple 
harvests began. Jonathans for processing also picked. Empire harvest will 
Start this week. Niagara grape harvest will begin tomorrow. Concord variety 
nearly ripe, harvest commence about September 15. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 16% short, 72% adequate, 7% surplus. Soybeans 23% turning yellow, 
8% 1997, 10% avg. Sweet corn 76% harvested, 61% 1997, 52% avg. 
Potatoes 11% harvested, 7% 1997, 7% avg. Dry beans 15% harvested, 6% 
1997, 5% avg. Rye 27% seeded, 23% 1997, 18% avg. Winter wheat 25% 
seeded, 14% 1997, 15% avg. Stubble plowed 52%, 29% 1997, 22% avg. 
Pasture feed 3% very poor, 14% poor, 32% fair, 45% good, 6% excellent. 
Sugar beets 1% very poor, 1% poor, 19% fair, 52% good, 27% excellent. 
Sunflowers 2% very poor, 9% poor, 36% fair, 48% good, 5% excellent. Dry 
beans 1% very poor, 8% poor, 28% fair, 46% good, 17% excellent. Topsoil 





moisture conditions have improved for the second consecutive week. Corn 
being cut for silage has started, especially in areas where the corn was 
affected by dry conditions. Pastures and alfalfa fields have benefited from 
the rainfall received during the last 2 weeks, making it possible for a 4th 
cutting of alfalfa in certain areas. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 19% very 
short, 40% short, 41% adequate. Corn 100% dent, 96% 1997, 98% avg.; 
94% mature, 81% 1997, 79% avg.; 70% harvested, 24% 1997, 26% avg.; 
85% silage harvested 78% 1997, 76% avg.; 11% very poor, 26% poor, 35% 
fair, 26% good, 2% excellent. Cotton 73% open bolls, 16% 1997, 44% avg.; 
3% very poor, 9% poor, 37% fair, 43% good, 8% excellent. Rice 95% 
heading, 89% 1997, 95% avg.; 42% mature, 19% 1997, 41% avg.; 21% 
harvested, 3% 1997, 11% avg.; 5% poor, 27% fair, 58% good, 10% excellent. 
Sorghum 95% turning color, 89% 1997, 91% avg.; 71% mature, 59% 1997, 
64% avg.; 47% harvested, NA 1997, 24% avg,; 65% silage harvested, 68% 
1997, 59% avg.; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 41% fair, 50% good. Soybeans 
98% setting pods, 89% 1997, 90% avg.; 53% turning color, 27% 1997, 28% 
avy.; 26% shedding leaves, 16% 1997, 13% avg.; 5% very poor, 16% poor, 
34% fair, 39% good, 6% excellent. Sweet potatoes 15% harvested, 4% 
1997, 16% avg.; 3% very poor, 3% poor, 22% fair, 72% good. Peanuts 2% 
harvested, 1% 1997, NA avg.; 3% poor, 29% fair, 60% good, 8% excellent. 
Hay 84% harvested (warm season) 84% 1997, 87% avg.; 3% very poor, 13% 
poor, 36% fair, 42% good, 6% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 7% poor, 30% 
fair, 54% good, 8% excellent. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 16% poor, 34% 
fair, 40% good, 5% excellent. Activities: Many areas of the State experienced 
upper 90 to 100 degree Fahrenheit temperatures during the past week. Hot 
weather continues to push the cotton crop toward maturity, with 73% of the 
Crop opening bolls. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 4% very 
short, 38% short, 55% adequate, 3% surplus. The most notable shortages 
continue in northeast, southwest with over 75% short, followed by south- 
central, southeast at 52% short. The Bootheel leads the State in corn 
harvested at 34%, while most farmers in the northern two-thirds of the State 
have not yet begun harvesting. Aflatoxin continues to show up in southern 
corn-producing counties, as well as insect damage on ears. All major row 
crops continue to develop ahead of normal, are rated mostly fair to good. 
Corn mature 45%, 21% 1997, 21% avg. Most advanced soybean areas are 
northwest, north-central, east-central, southwest at 95% or more setting 
pods. Least advance beans setting pods in the southeast, which has 
substantial double-crop acres, where early August flooding damaged or 
destroyed some fields. Best sorghum conditions are in the northwest, west- 
central, central, southwest at over 80% good to excellent. Cotton crop has 
been hurt by insects, boll rot, the general detrimental effects of dry weather, 
followed by flooding in July, August. Third-crop alfalfa cut 90%, 78% 1997, 
76% avg. Rainfall in the past week averaged 0.65 in., ranging from none in 
east-central, south-central, southeast districts to 2.19 in. northwest. Pasture 
feed 2% very poor, 9% poor, 41% fair, 43% good, 5% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 25% very 
short, 59% short, 16% adequate. Subsoil 23% very short, 51% short, 26% 
adequate. Conditions were hot, dry with some southern areas of the State 
receiving up to 0.60 in. of rain, nothing significant to dramatically improve 
conditions. Winter wheat ripe 100%, 98% 1997, 96% avg. Winter wheat 
harvested 98%, 86% 1997, 78% avg. Winter wheat seeded 0%, 0% 1997, 
0% avg. Spring wheat ripe 95%, 90% 1997, 75% avg. Barley ripe 97%, 84% 
1997, 74% avg. Oats ripe 97%, 85% 1997, 77% avg. Oats harvested 85%, 
49% 1997, 50% avg. Corn harvested for silage 3%, 5% 1997, 6% avg. Dry 
beans harvested 9%, 16% 1997, 9% avg. Second cutting alfalfa 79%, 68% 
1997, 68% avg. First cutting other hay 96%, 94% 1997, 90% avg. Range, 
pasture feed mostly fair condition. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 22% short, 76% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 19% short, 78% adequate, 1% surplus. Another hot week, with fall 
crops maturing quickly. Temperatures 2 to 5 degrees above normal for entire 
State. Rainfall ranged from traces to over 4 inches in parts of the Southeast. 
Irrigation activities nearly complete. Corn 2% poor, 13% fair, 63% good and 
22% excellent; irrigated corn 86% good or excellent; dryland corn 83% good 
or excellent; dent jumped to 71%, 38% 1997, 39% avg. Soybean 1% poor, 
14% fair, 68% good, 17% excellent; coloring was occurring on 7%, 9% last 
year and 10% avg. Sorghum 16% fair, 71% good, 13% excellent; coloring 
61%, 34% 1997, 31% avg. Dry beans 1% very poor, 5% poor, 28% fair, 53% 
good, 13% excellent; coloring 33%, 49% 1997, 54% avg. Alfalfa 1% very 
poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 61% good, 16% excellent; 3rd cutting 76%, 64% 
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1997, 64% avg. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 4% poor, 16% fair, 60% good, 
19% excellent. Marketing of yearlings underway. Producer activities; 
preparation for wheat seeding, moving grain, hay harvest, machinery 
maintenance. 





NEVADA: Light precipitation fell in the south at the end of the week, most 
of the State enjoyed continued clear weather. Temperatures averaged well 
above normal in most areas, near normal in the Northeast. Harvest activities 
continued in full swing. Third cutting of alfalfa was underway in northern 
valleys, with crop condition generally good. Alfalfa seed harvest was also 
underway. Winter wheat, spring wheat, barley were being harvested in the 
north with progress well along. Corn remained in good condition. Harvest 
of garlic for seed use was well along. Onion harvest continued in full swing. 

Potatoes remained in good condition. Pasture feed, range condition 
remained mainly good, despite seasonal drying. Cattle movement, calf 
marketing continued. Main farm, ranch activities: Haying, grain harvest, 
onion harvest, garlic harvest, irrigating, cattle marketing, weed, pest control. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 5% 
very short, 28% short, 63% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 25% short, 65% adequate, 5% surplus. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 
12% poor, 49% fair, 25% good, 11% excellent. Maine potatoes 5% 
harvested, <5% 1997, <5% average; condition good to fair. Massachusetts 
potatoes 60% harvested, 50% 1997, 40% avg.; condition good to fair. Rhode 
Island potatoes 15% harvested, 30% 1997, 25% avg.; condition good to fair. 
Oats in Maine 55% harvested, 5% 1997, 35% avg.; condition good to fair. 
Barley in Maine 55 % harvested, 5% 1997; condition good to fair. Field corn 
<5% harvested, <5% avg.; condition good to fair. Sweet corn 70% 
harvested, 65% 1997, 70% avg.; condition good to fair. Shade Tobacco 
100% harvested, 99% 1997, 90% avg.; condition good to fair. Broadleaf 
tobacco 95% harvested, 95% 1997, 90% avg.; condition fair. First cut hay 
99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition fair to good. Second cut hay 
75% harvested, 70% 1997, 75% avg.; condition good to fair. Third-cut hay 
25% harvested, 30% 1997, 30% avg.; condition good to excellent. Apples 
15% harvested, 10% 1997, 10% avg., size average; condition good to fair. 
Peaches 80% harvested, 60% 1997, 70% average, size average; condition 
good to fair. Pears 15% harvested, 10% 1997, 20% avg., size average; 
condition fair to good. Cranberries size average, condition good to excellent. 
Highbush blueberries 95% harvested, 85% 1997, 90% avg.; size average; 
condition good to excellent. Wild blueberries 99% harvested, 85% 1997, 
90% avg; size average; condition fair. Major farm activities included: 
harvesting of vegetables, fruits, potato harvest in southern regions, blueberry, 
broadleaf tobacco harvest, cutting hay; irrigating; preparing equipment for 
harvest. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. The past week’s rain was 
beneficial, ground continues to be dry in most areas. Irrigation is vital. 
Farmers are spraying for disease, pests, harvesting vegetables, fruits, cutting 
hay. Feed requirements are below average. Irrigation water supply is 
adequate. Good volume of tomatoes, sweet corn, peppers, all beans, all 
squash, eggplant. Moderate volume of watermelon, cabbage, beets, 
cantaloupe, leeks. Light supply of herbs, okra, parsley, spinach, turnips, 
leafy greens. Light harvest of fall crops (endive, escarole, Boston lettuce) 
reported. Peach harvest is past its peak, with a good volume expected for 
the next 2 weeks. Autumnglo, encore, rio-oso-gem are the prominent 
varieties. Peach color, size, and taste are good. Apples are coloring, sizing 
well. Harvest of red delicious is expected to start this week. Field crops, 
especially corn, need water. Seventy percent of soybeans are in the pod 
setting stage. Soybeans, field corn continue to be hurt by the lack of rain. 
Pastures are in poor to fair condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil improved to 15% 
very short, 35% short, 49% adequate, 1% surplus. Once again, most of the 
State received some measurable rainfall during the past week. Accumulated 
totals reached as high as 2.53 in. in the eastern plains region. Temperatures 
averaged slighily above normal across the State. As the late-summer rains 
continued to fall, the condition of the cotton crop continued to improve. Corn 
was 92% in the dough stage last week, condition 10% poor, 25% fair, 57% 
good, 8% excellent. Recent precipitation was probably too late to help the 
dryland sorghum crop. The overall condition of sorghum reflects this. Alfalfa 
harvest progressed slomy as rainfall hampered progress. The 4th cutting of 
alfalfa inched forward to 75% complete, 68% 1997; Sth cutting 27% 
complete, 15% 1997; 3% poor, 32% fair, 53% good, 12% excellent. Green 
chile harvest progressed to 39% complete, 32% 1997; 15% fair, 67% good, 
18% excellent. Onion harvest was completed last week; the crop finished in 
good to excellent condition. With lettuce planting completed, the crop was 





rated 26% fair, 46% good, 28% excellent. Apples, pecans remained in good 
condition. Pecan drop 96% average, 4% heavy. Cattle were in fair to good 
condition, while sheep remained in mostly fair condition. Range, pasture 
— wv have responded well to the recent weather, improving again 
ast week. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 9% very short, 
26% short, 65% adequate. Pasture feed 16% poor, 30% fair, 41% good, 
13% excellent. Corn silage 7% harvested, well ahead of normal. Corn 21% 
fair, 50% good, 29% excellent. Oats 93% harvested, 91% 1997, 86% avg. 
Second cutting alfalfa 95% finished, 95% 1997, 92% avg. Third cutting 52% 
done, 37% 1997, 42% avg. Hay 17% fair condition, 61% good, 22% 
excellent. Early-planted dry beans harvested. Potato harvest continued on 
early varieties. Apple picking gained momentum. Grape harvest underway. 
Crops continued in good condition. Vegetable harvests continued in high 
gear. Onion digging gained momentum. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 19% 
very short, 28% short, 36% adequate, 17% surplus. This was an eventful 
week as Hurricane Bonnie packing her 115 mph winds, torrential rains made 
landfall Wednesday. All coastal counties reported significant rainfall as the 
hurricane moved methodically across the State. With only one-third of the 
affected counties reporting, early estimates indicate over 350,000 acres 
sustained some damages. Tobacco, corn were reported to be the most 
severely hurt. Some areas received beneficial rainfall without the crop 
damaging winds. Most other areas including the Piedmont, mountain ranges 
are still very dry. Activities for the week included: Preparing for and 
recovering from hurricane; harvesting tobacco; harvesting corn, truck crops; 
cutting hay, tending livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture supplies 
diminished as precipitation was scattered. Topsoil 7% very short, 32% short, 
60% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 35% short, 57% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Favorable weather aided producers with harvest, 
though hail storms caused damage in the northeast. Small grain harvest, late 
season crop development remained ahead of average. Durum wheat 56% 
combined, 31% 1997, 25% avg. Canola 94% swathed, 75% 1997; 69% 
combined, 20% 1997. Corn for grain 69% denting, 36% 1997, 34% avg.; 9% 
ripe, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Com for silage 3% chopped, 4% 1997, 2% avg. Dry 
edible beans 85% mature leaves dropping, 54% 1997, 44% avg.; 28% cut, 
8% 1997, 6% avg. Flacseed 48% combined, 29% 1997, 10% avg. Potatoes 
60% vines killed, 27% 1997, 33% avg. Soybeans 44% lower leaves 
yellowing, 36% 1997, 37% avg.; 10% mature leaves dropping, 8% 1997, 8% 
avg. Sunflower 75% ray flowers dried/dropped, 61% 1997, 54% avg.; 30% 
bracts turned yellow, 17% 1997, 18% avg. Corn for silage, sunflower 
conditions improved; potato conditions remained relatively the same. 
Emerged crop condition: corn for grain 2% very poor, 12% poor, 25% fair, 
55% good, 6% excellent; corn for silage 5% poor, 24% fair, 61% good, 10% 
excellent; dry edible beans 7% very poor, 14% poor, 31% fair, 40% good, 8% 
excellent; flaxseed 1% very poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 57% good, 12% 
excellent; potatoes 2% poor, 12% fair, 52% good, 34% excellent; soybeans 
4% very poor, 21% poor, 28% fair, 42% good, 5% excellent; sugar beets 6% 
very poor, 11% poor, 17% fair, 47% good, 19% excellent; sunflower 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 55% good, 13% excellent. Stock water 1% very 
short, 9% short, 86% adequate, 4% surplus. Hay 72% of normal. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Topsoil moisture 5% very short, 
24% short, 51% adequate, 20% surplus. Corn dough 86%, 85% 1997, 86% 
avg.; dented 41%, 16% 1997, 31% avg.; mature 3%, 1% avg. Soybeans 
dropping leaves 5%, 2% 1997, 3% avg.; 4 days ahead of 1997. Alfalfa hay 
76% 3rd cutting, 37% 1997, 53% avg.; 15% 4th cutting. Other hay 47% 3rd 
cutting, 17% 1997, 24% avg. Tobacco 82% topped, 73% 1997; 22% cut, 
8% 1997. Summer apples 91% harvested, 54% 1997, 55% avg. Peaches 
94% harvested. Hay 2% very poor, 8% poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 11% 
excellent. Farm activities for the State include making hay; seeding 
conservation reserve ground; submitting production evidence to FSA for loan 
deficiency payments; repairing, maintaining equipment; moving grain; 
Cleaning grain bins; hauling manure; mowing, plowing stubble; applying lime, 
fertilizer; mowing weeds, fence rows; building waterways, wetlands; 
inspecting corn, soybeans for insect damage; building fences; constructing 
greenhouses; rotating cattle; cutting, housing tobacco; harvesting summer 
fruit, vegetable crops. The following weed pressures were reported: foxtail, 
ragweed, Canadian thistle, Johnsongrass, pigweed, ironweed, broadleaves, 
lambsquarter, velvetieaf, volunteer corn, ttumpetkeeper. Reported insects 
were European corn borer, cutworms in corn; leafhoppers, aphids in alfalfa; 
Japanese beetles. Reported diseases were needle scale in Christmas trees; 
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white mold, brown stem rot, sudden death syndrome in soybeans; root rot; 
grey leaf spot, premature yellowing on corn; blue mold in tobacco; mildew on 
pumpkins. Harvesting conditions of the vegetable crop in parts of the 
northwest, north-central districts was too wet for harvesting due to excessive 
rainfall. Flooding in those districts has caused damage to other crops as 
well. In addition to the excessive rain, light hail damage was reported in 
Medina County. Localized heavy rains caused flooding in illiams, Wood, 
Ottawa, Seneca, Huron, Lorain, Medina, and Portage Counties. Rain was 
spotty throughout the State, leaving some areas short on precipitation, dry. 
Pasture conditions have improved in the northern part of the State due to the 
rain; however, grass production has slowed in Darke, Clark, Champaign, 
Greene, Belmont, Athens, Guernsey, Meigs, Muskingum Counties. Cooler 
nights, lower humidity in the last half of the week has reduced livestock 
stress except for the southern part of the State. Face fly, horsefly 
populations remain high, causing the usual problems. Poor pasture 
conditions, hot weather in Athens, Muskingum Counties are prompting 
farmers to feed hay. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 44% very 
short, 34% short, 22% adequate. Subsoil moisture 27% very short, 45% 
short, 28% adequate. Hot, dry weather reduced subsoil moisture to the 
lowest level since May 1996. Wheat seedbed prepared 47%, 59% 1997, 
58% avg.; planted 0%, 5% 1997, 4% avg.; oats seedbed prepared 49%, 49% 
1997, 38% avg. Corn condition 3% very poor, 5% poor, 9% fair, 83% good; 
mature 29%, 17% 1997, 33% avg.; harvested 11%, 4% 1997, 9% avg. 

Soybeans 11% very poor, 19% poor, 58% fair, 11% good, 1% excellent; 
flowering 97%, 98% 1997, 92% avg.; setting pods 75%, 91% 1997, 75% 
avg.; mature 10%, 6% 1997, 15% avg. Peanuts mature 13%, 0% 1997, 9% 
avg. Alfalfa hay 12% very poor, 20% poor, 34% fair, 30% good, 4% 
excellent; 3rd cutting 86%, 94% 1997, 96% avg.; 4th cutting 26%, 30% 
1997, 45% avg. Other hay ist cutting 93%, 96% 1997, 98% avg.; 2nd 
cutting 10%, 24% 1997, 75% avg. Livestock 3% very poor, 9% poor, 33% 
fair, 55% good. Prices for feeder cattle down $1.00 per cwt. from the 
preceding week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 16% very 
short, 43% short, 41% adequate. Subsoil moisture 6% very short, 30% 
short, 64% adequate. Barley harvested 82%, 78% 1997, 69% avg. Winter 
wheat harvested 98%, 96% 1997, 96% avg. Spring wheat 93% harvested. 
Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 2% poor, 28% fair, 52% good, 16% 
excelient. Activities: Small grain harvest continued across State last week, 
with some areas winding down. Third cutting of alfalfa was also reported in 
several regions. Oats, grass seed harvest was essentially finished in the 
Willamette Valley. Grass seed growers reported large populations of field 
mice, they are working on ways to control them in the future. Sugar beet 
seed harvest mostly completed, planting started for the 1999 crop. Mint 
harvest was mostly finished, hop harvest had started. Red clover harvest 
completed in most areas, crimson clover seeding had started. In central 
Oregon, mint being harvested. On east side, where winter wheat harvest is 
finished, working of summer fallow was being done. Malheur County 
reported problems with powdery mildew in sugar beets. Summer 
maintenance, irrigation continue to be the major activities for nurseries. 
Some container sales were reported. Christmas tree growers are working on 
the 1998 harvest of trees. Malheur County potato growers were harvesting 
for processing. Other areas on the east side reported more growth needed 
in Russet Burbank fields, vine kill begun in some Norkotah fields. Carrots, 
sweet corn harvest continued. In Willamette Valley, harvest of sweet corn 
continued. Tomatoes, green peppers, cantaloupe ripening continued; blight 
showing on some tomatoes. Onions were nearing pulling stage. Some 
potatoes were being dug. Green bean harvest was mostly finished. In 
Willamette Valley, Evergreen, blackberry harvest continued, hazelnut husks 
were drying, blanks were falling. Bartlett pears were ripening, early apples 
were ready, veteran peaches were being harvested. In Rogue River Valley, 
pear harvest was underway, berry harvest continued. Livestock condition 
remains good to excellent. Ranges, pastures are dry, fire danger is extremely 
high. However, compared to the average year, east side ranges, pastures 
are still in fairly good shape, supplying some feed value. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 13% very 
short, 40% short, 45% adequate, 2% surplus. Ensilage corn harvested 3% 
harvested, 9% 1997, 6% avg. Wheat planted 1% complete, 9% 1997, 5% 
avg. Oats harvested 91% complete, 90% 1997, 91% avg. Barley planted 2% 
complete, 15% 1997, 7% avg. Tobacco 65% harvested, 23% 1997, 41% 
avg. Potato harvested 13% complete, 23% 1997, 27% avg. Alfalfa 3rd 
cutting 65% complete, 61% 1997, 59% avg. Alfalfa 4th cutting 22% 
complete, 25% 1997, 20% avg. Timothy clover 2nd cutting 78% complete, 
79% 1997, 76% avg. Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 





45% good, 23% excellent. Apple harvest 20% complete, 19% 1997, 20% 
avg. Peach harvest 87% complete, 72% 1997, 73% avg. Grapes harvested 
1% complete, 0% 1997, 14% avg. Harvest is expected to begin in Erie 
County in a week. Fall plowing 16% complete, 30% 1997, 24% avg. 
Activities: Fall plowing; harvesting oats; spreading lime; cutting hay and 
haylage; harvesting fruit; machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling 
manure; caring for livestock, attending county fairs. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 15% 
very short, 47% short, 38% adequate. Apples 24% harvested, 23% 1997, 
21% avg.; 34% poor, 39% fair, 27% good. Corn 100% mature, 97% 1997, 
95% avg.; 60% harvested, 54% 1997, 45% avg.; 37% very poor, 33% poor, 
24% fair, 6% good. Grapes 2% very poor, 2% poor, 16% fair, 65% good, 
15% excellent. Hay 90% cut, 96% 1997, 73% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 
3% poor, 35% fair, 59% good, 1% excellent. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 
16% poor, 43% fair, 30% good. Peaches 99% harvested, 97% 1997, 96% 
avg. Peanuts 5% harvested, 7% 1997, 7% avg.; 13% very poor, 27% poor, 
43% fair, 17% good. Sorghum 95% headed, 94% 1997; 85% turned color, 
82% 1997; 55% matured, 45% 1997; 27% harvested, 27% 1997; 29% very 
poor, 20% poor, 12% fair, 39% good. Sweet potatoes 13% fair, 87% good. 
Tobacco 81% harvested, 86% 1997, 77% avg.; stalks destroyed 32%, 42% 
1997, 28% avg.; 1% very poor, 29% poor, 42% fair, 27% good, 1% excellent. 
Winter grazings 6% planted, 6% 1997, 5% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil moisture 1% 
very short, 16% short, 76% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 14% short, 78% adequate, 7% surplus. Rains limited work on small 
grain harvest. Oats 98% harvested, 95% 1997, 98% avg. Flaxseed 85% 
harvested, 56% 1997, 38% avg. Heavw rain, hail caused damage to row 
crops in isolated areas of the State. Sunflower 1% poor, 12% fair, 61% 
good, 26% excellent; 92% blooming, 97% 1997, 98% avg.; 57% flower dry, 
42% 1997, 59% avg.; 43% bracts yellow, 31% 1997, 36% avg.; 11% mature, 
1% 1997, 3% avg. Sorghum harvested for silage 13%, 2% 1997, 1% avg. 
Corn harvested for silage 8%, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Winter wheat seeded 7%, 
6% 1997, 2% avg.; emerged 5%, 2% 1997, 0% avg. Winter rye seeded 
21%, 4% 1997, 2% avg.; emerged 19%, 1% 1997, 0% avg. Alfalfa 6% poor, 
21% fair, 53% good, 20% excellent. Alfalfa 90% cut twice, 98% 1997, 88% 
avg.; 52% cut three times, NA for 1997 and avg. Other hay 90% harvested, 
99% 1997, 88% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 8% fair, 67% good, 24% excellent. 
Stock water supplies 1% very short, 7% short, 79% adequate, 13% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 42% short, 48% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 32% short, 58% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn 91% dent, 87% 1997, 
87% avg.; 56% mature, 34% 1997, 40% avg.; 9% harvested, 2% 1997, 5% 
avy; silage 54% harvested, 50% 1997, 51% avg.; 4% very poor, 10% poor, 
24% fair, 46% good, 16% excellent. Tobacco 85% topped, 77% 1997, 88% 
avg.; burley 35% harvested, 35% 1997, 39% avg.; dark-air 48% harvested, 
52% 1997, 52% avg.; dark-fire 45% harvested, 42% 1997, 47% avg.; 2% 
very poor, 8% poor, 27% fair, 51% good, 11% excellent. Pastures feed 2% 
very poor, 9% poor, 32% fair, 47% good, 10% excellent. Corn producers 
continued harvest, with isolated cases of aflatoxin reported in the 
southwestern counties. Tobacco producers are busy with both topping, 
harvesting activities. Pastures, hay fields are starting to show stress due to 
the recent lack of rainfall. 





TEXAS: Unstable air mass, tropical storm provided most areas of the State 
with at least scattered rain, many central, southern areas receiving heavy 
rains that caused isolated flooding. The rainfall met with mixed reaction as 
Cotton farmers trying to get crop out, while livestock producers welcomed rain 
they hoped would improve pastures, hay prospects. Cooler weather in all 
areas of the Sstate benefited livestock, crops in the Plains. Livestock prices 
improved in some areas. 

Crops: Small Grains: Land preparation continued in the Plains, where 
some wheat planting began. Land preparation should increase in many other 
areas with recent rain. Wheat 1% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Corn: Fields 
continued to mature in the Plains, where silage harvest got underway. A few 
fields for grain harvested with majority of the activity to begin within a week 
or two. More fields baled, plowed under in the Low Plains. Harvest winding 
down in the Blacklands, where scattered showers slowed progress at times, 
with 69% mature, 52% 1997, 56% avg.; 52% harvested, 33% 1997, 46% 
avg. Cotton: Bolis continued to open in the Plains, where plants on irrigated 
fields loaded up. Dryland fields received some benefit from rain; however, 
most fields remained stressed for more moisture. Bolls continued to open in 
the Low Plains, where fields remained stressed. Rain, rain showers hurt 
cotton left for harvest Blacklands, Central. Most harvest completed along 
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Upper Coast, Coastal Bend; however, final harvest operations slowed by wet 
conditions. Harvest active Rio Grande Valley, neared completion. Rain 
Caused only minor delays of the final activity, with 15% harvested, 6% 1997, 
10% avg. Grain sorghum: Fields in the Plains showed improvement with 
recent rains. Early fields turning color. Harvest continued between showers 
in the Low Plains. Yields have only been fair. Peanuts: Dryland fields in the 
Plains improved with recent rains. However, there has been increase in 
insect activity, disease pressures. Irrigation needs relieved by rain. Rain in 
South Central area improved prospects, with 54% mature, 50% 1997, 61% 
avg.; 51% harvested, 41% 1997, 54% avg. Rice: Harvest continued along 
the Upper Coast between showers. Some fields early enough for second 
Cutting. Soybeans: Fields in the High Plains look good, with producers 
continuing watering activity. Harvest continued as conditions allowed 
northern Blacklands, where yield propects poor. Rain along Upper Coast 
slowed harvest part of the week. Other Crops: Sunflowers 3% harvested, 
9% 1997, 2% avg. 

i : Rio Grande Valley, land preparations continued 
as conditions allowed. San Antonio-Winter Garden, rain improved soil 
moisture conditions as producers begin land preparations. East, some fall 
planting underway; however, scattered showers slowed progress. A few 
Sweet potatoes fields harvested between rain showers. In the High Plains, 
harvest activity winding down in most fields. Trans Pecos, chilies continued 
to show good progress. Pecans: Recent rain been good for trees; however, 
Crop too far gone in most areas for much benefit to nuts. Weevil, shuckworm 
activity increased with spraying underway. 

Bange and Livestock: Conditions improved in many central, southern 
areas with recent rain. Armyworms, grasshoppers continued to damage 
grass in some areas. Parts of the State remain dry, however. Sales at 
auctions in some areas slowed with recent improvement of pastures, prices 
also improved. Supplemental feeding remained active in most areas. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fiedwork 6. Topsoil moisture 5% very short, 18% 
short, 77% adequate. Subsoil 1% very short, 19% short, 80% adequate. 
Pasture feed, range 10% poor, 22% fair, 65% good, 3% excellent. Irrigation 
water supplies 18% short, 81% adequate, 1% surplus. Stock water supplies 
2% very short, 7% short, 91% adequate. Spring wheat harvested 92%, 90% 
1997, 88% avg. Barley harvested for grain 90%, 89% 1997, 88% avg. Oats 
harvested for grain 80%, 64% 1997, 61% avg. Corn in dough stage 44%, 
44% 1997; in dent stage 9%. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 44%, 34% 1997, 37% 
avg. Alfalfa seed 8%. Other hay cut 93%. Onions harvested 9%. Peaches 
picked 35%, 59% 1997, 58% avg. Pears picked 22%, 29% 1997, 33% avg. 
Rain showers slowed hay harvest in many counties throughout the State. 
Many counties are harvesting sweet corn this week. Hail damage was 
reported in Cache County. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 22% very 
short, 55% short, 23% adequate. Subsoil moisture 18% very short, 51% 
short, 31% adequate. Corn 98% silked, 98% 1997, 99% avg.; 77% dough, 
72% 1997, 84% avg.; 50% dent, 45% 1997, 56% avg.; 30% mature, 19% 
1997, 35% avg.; 8% harvested; 18% harvested for silage, 13% 1997, 20% 
avg.; 9% very poor, 25% poor, 35% fair, 29% good, 2% excellent. Cotton 
13% bolls opening, 24% 1997; 6% poor, 34% fair, 51% good, 9% excellent. 
Soybeans 89% blooming, 80% 1997, 88% avg.; 70% setting pods, 61% 
1997, 67% avg.; 7% very poor, 25% poor, 38% fair, 28% good, 2% excellent. 
Flue-cured tobacco 34% harvested, 26% 1997, 42% avg.; 7% very poor, 
12% poor, 24% fair, 33% good, 24% excellent. Dark fire cured tobacco 60% 
harvested, 37% 1997, 51% avg.; 3% very poor, 13% poor, 30% fair, 45% 
good, 9% excellent. Burley tobacco 20% harvested, 10% 1997, 14% avq.; 
10% very poor, 11% poor, 23% fair, 35% good, 21% excellent. Sun tobacco 
35% harvested, 30% 1997, 40% avg.; 10% poor, 80% fair, 10% good. 
Summer apples 95% harvested, 80% 1997, 79% avg.; 6% very poor, 10% 
poor, 39% fair, 45% good. Peaches 90% harvested, 77% 1997, 88% avg. 
Pasture feed 13% very poor, 37% poor, 31% fair, 19% good. Alfalfa 6% very 
poor, 15% poor, 46% fair, 29% good, 4% excellent. Other hay 14% very 
poor, 39% poor, 35% fair, 12% good. Topsoil moisture levels for the 
Commonwealth continued to diminish from the previous week. Some 
isolated areas in the extreme southeastern part of the Commonwealth 
suffered severe crop damage as a result of Hurricane Bonnie. High winds 
caused excessive lodging in corn. Most areas, however, received little or no 
rain or high winds from the storm. Soybean progress remains slightly ahead 
of historic levels, with average to slightly below-average yields expected. 
Corn is maturing slightly ahead of last year, with some areas of the State 
harvesting already. Summer apple and peach harvest are beginning to wind 
down. Tobacco harvesting continues to be ahead of schedule for all types 
this year. Tobacco progress, yields did not suffer quite as much as other 
crops from the hot, dry conditions that have persisted throughout the growing 
season. Planting of fall vegetables should be concluded within the next few 
weeks. Other activities for the past week included spraying, harvesting 





tobacco, scouting, spraying cotton, peanuts, harvesting corn silage, selling 
Cattle, as well as, other general fieldwork. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 13% 
very short, 64% short; 23% adequate. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 45% 
short, 52% adequate. Spring wheat 94% harvested, 92% 1997, 78% avg. 
Potatoes 18% harvested, 24% 1997, 21% avg.; 15% fair, 85% good. Wheat 
and barley harvests were winding down, nearly completed. Some areas 
began to seed winter wheat in dryland fields. Dry bean swathing continued. 
Mint harvest continued. Hay, other roughage supplies, 60% adequate, 40% 
surplus. Range, pasture feed 10% very poor, 30% poor, 50% fair, 9% good, 
1% excellent. Pastures continued to dry down, with limited growth. Bartlett 
pear harvest continued, was nearing completion whereas D’Anjou pear 
harvest was projected to be underway soon. Gala and early golden delicious 
apple harvests continued. Grapes were ripening rapidly. Vegetable harvests 
continued, some western area producers were planting fall, cooler season 
crops. Hop harvest began, Christmas tree growers were shearing Douglas 
fir trees. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 7% 
very short, 38% short, 55% adequate. Good harvest progress continues. 
Rain is needed for maturing crops. Apple condition 18% poor, 72% fair, 10% 
good. Apple harvest is underway. Peach harvest is complete. Hay 10% 
poor, 40% fair, 45% good, 5% excellent; hay 2nd cut 79%, 73% 1997, 75% 
avg.; 3° cut 27%, 23% 1997, 39% avg. Corn condition 5% poor, 30% fair, 
60% good, 5% excellent; corn silked 90%, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; doughing 
60%, 79% 1997, 78% avg.; dent 25%, 21% 1997. Oats 10% poor, 45% fair, 
45% good; harvested 98%, 88% 1997, 94% avg. Soybean 25% fair, 75% 
good; soybeans 85% bloomed, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 82% podding, 93% 
1997, 94% avg.; 8% dropping leaves, 29% 1997. Tobacco 2% poor, 33% 
fair, 65% good; topped 70%, 97% 1997, 98% avg. Cattle 20% fair, 75% 
good, 5% excellent. Sheep 30% fair, 70% good. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 5% very short, 
21% short, 65% adequate, 9% surplus. Soybeans leaves turning 16%, 5% 
1997, 7% avg. Soybean condition 1% very poor, 4% poor, 12% fair, 52% 
good, 31% excellent. Third crop hay harvested 70%, 35% 1997, 34% avg. 
Some areas of the State have begun to open corn fields. A reporter in Barron 
County commented that corn will be ready to chop in a week or two. Several 
fields in Chippewa County affected by drought have already been chopped. 
Corn on lighter soils was drying down fast. Some corn in Shawano County 
was down to 61% moisture on sandy soils. There were many comments that 
com is denting fast. A farmer from Manitowoc County stated third-crop hay 
had good quality, but quantity on some fields was down. Fourth cutting 
growth jumped right back, where rainshowers occurred. A reporter in 
Lafayette County noted some farmers will get five good crops this year. 
Edges of soybean fields were starting to turn color in Rock County. A 
reporter from Grant County observed soybeans were really podding, looking 
extra good. There was white mold infestation reported in a few fields in 
Columbia County. Early apples were being picked in Bayfield County, 
orchards in the southern part of the State are now open. Potato whites, some 
varieties of russets were being harvested in Marathon County. The heat in 
July has affected the size on some varieties. Cranberry growers expect to 
start harvest by September 20 on early varieties and expect color, fruit size 
to be good. Pasture conditions are deteriorating in areas where rain is badly 
needed. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 6% poor, 26% fair, 52% good, 14% 
excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 44% short, 55% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 43% short, 57% adequate. Winter wheat 
planted 4%, 8% 1997, 16% avg. Barley harvested 78%, 74% 1997, 73% 
avg. Oats mature 94%, 89% 1997, 86% avg.; harvested 68%, 51% 1997, 
51% avg. Spring wheat harvested 82%, 50% 1997, 55% avg. Corn dough 
80%, 96% 1997, 66% avg.; dented 17%, 56% 1997, 31% avg. Dry beans 
turning color 61%, 84% 1997, 72% avg.; windrowed 5%, 21% 1997, 25% 
avy. Alfalfa second cutting 75%, 74% 1997, 73% avg.; 3rd cutting 3%, 1% 
1997, 6% avg. Other hay cut 92%, 90% 1997, 92% avg. Range, pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 7% poor, 24% fair, 58% good, 10% excellent. Dry bean 
28% fair, 71% good, 1% excellent. Corn 6% poor, 11% fair, 74% good, 9% 
ecellent. Sugar beet 10% fair, 86% good, 4% excellent. Warm, dry weather 
allowed farmers to make good progress harvesting. A few areas began 
planting winter wheat. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





August 23 - 29, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Light showers eased prolonged dryness in parts of 
Ukraine but arrived too late to significantly improve prospects for 
drought-stressed corn and sunflowers. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Unseasonably warm, dry weather helped spring 
grain harvesting in Kazakstan and Russia. 


EUROPE: Rain slowed winter wheat harvesting in the north, while 
warm, dry weather favored early harvesting of corn and sunflowers in 
the south. 


AUSTRALIA: Heavy rain in Queensland may have lodged 
reproductive to filling winter grains. 


CANADA: Spring crop harvests progressed across the Prairies. 


SOUTH ASIA: A shift in monsoonal rainfall benefited Indian 
oilseeds. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drier, sunnier weather favored filling to 
maturing rice in Vietnam, Thailand, and the Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Showers aggravated flooding in the Yangtze 
Valley. Heavy rain caused flooding and possible rice damage in 
northern Japan. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Topsoils are becoming dry for winter wheat 
establishment in central Argentina. 


MEXICO: Showers maintained adequate moisture supplies for corn 
across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt. 














EUROPE 





Rain (10-40 mm, with local amounts in excess of 40 mm) spread from 
England eastward across the Benelux countries and Germany into 
Poland, slowing wheat harvesting and planting of the 1999 winter 
oilseed crop. However, the precipitation in these areas provided 
moisture for oilseed emergence and summer crop development. In 
southern Europe, corn harvesting was reportedly underway in southern 
Spain and Italy, with sunflower harvesting just getting underway in 
southern France. Warm, dry weather prevailed from the Iberian 
peninsula and southern France eastward across Italy into Bulgaria, 
favoring corn and sunflower maturation and harvesting. Elsewhere, 
widespread rain (25-40 mm) fell in Hungary, Slovenia, Croatia, 
Bosnia, Serbia, and western Romania, favoring immature summer 
crops and increasing topsoil moisture for upcoming winter wheat 
planting. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below 
normal in northern Europe and 1 to 3 degrees C above normal in 
southern Europe. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





In Russia, winter and spring grain harvesting was well underway in the 
north, and was virtually completed in southern areas. Furthermore, 
winter grain planting was likely underway in northern Russia, where 
the optimum time for planting crops is late August. Soaking rain (25- 
50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) fell in parts of 
northern Russia (Northwest Region, Central Region, and northern 
Black Soils Region), slowing fieldwork but providing abundant topsoil 
moisture for winter grain emergence. Less rain (around 10 mm) fell 
in Volga Vyatsk, causing only brief delays in fieldwork. In southern 
Russia, rain (25-42 mm) eased unfavorable dryness in the southern 
Black Soils Region, while chronic dryness continued in the lower 
Volga Valley and the North Caucasus. Showers are needed in these 
areas to boost topsoil moisture for winter grain planting, which 
typically occurs in September. In Ukraine, widespread showers (10-37 
mm, with local amounts in excess of 40 mm) arrived too late to 
significantly improve prospects for drought-stressed corn and 
sunflowers in central and eastern areas but helped to recharge topsoil 
moisture for upcoming winter wheat planting. Elsewhere, light to 
moderate showers (10-40 mm) fell in Belarus and the Baltics, 
hampering spring grain harvesting and planting of the 1999 winter 
grain crop. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below 
normal in western areas and 1 to 2 degrees C above normal in the east. 





FSU-NEW LANDS 








Unseasonably warm, dry weather favored spring grain maturation and 
harvesting in Kazakstan and Russia. Weekly temperatures averaged 
2 to 4 degrees C above normal in most areas. In Russia, reports as of 
August 25 indicated the harvest of spring grains and pulses, excluding 
corn, was about 35 percent complete compared with about 50 percent 
last year. In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, the cotton harvest 
was just beginning in most areas. Hot, dry weather favored boll 
maturation and harvesting. 
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CANADA 





Drier weather returned to the Prairies, favoring spring grain and 
oilseed harvests and improving quality prospects. Showers were 
mostly light (5 mm or less) and temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees 
C above normal. As of last week, fieldwork was reportedly just 
underway in northern growing areas and over half completed in many 
other areas. Total crop harvesting was well ahead of last year’s pace 
and the 5-year average in most locations. In eastern Canada, moderate 
to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) covered Quebec and Ontario’s 
northernmost crop areas. However, warm (temperatures averaging 3-5 
degrees C, highs in the low 30's degrees C), mostly dry weather 
dominated the remainder of Ontario’s agricultural districts, hastening 
development of corn and soybeans. 
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MEXICO 


Seasonal showers (20-80 mm) continued to provide adequate moisture 
for corn development across Southern Plateau Corn Belt. Mostly dry 
weather returned to northeastern Mexico, where long-term moisture 
deficits still remain. The remnants of Tropical Storm Charley brought 
locally heavy rain (100-300 mm) to areas of northern Coahuila, across 
the border from Del Rio, Texas. However, the heaviest amounts were 
not widespread. Moderate showers (10-30 mm) favored pastures in 
Durango. Heavy showers (50-200 mm) boosted moisture supplies for 
corn in the Yucatan Peninsula, but caused some local flooding. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


Mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) prevailed across central 
Argentina, where topsoils are becoming too dry for winter wheat 
establishment. According to reports as of August 21, winter wheat was 
93 percent planted, compared with 91 percent last year. Planting is 
complete everywhere, except in the province of Buenos Aires. In 
southern Brazil, dry weather favored winter wheat maturation and 
harvesting in Parana and Mato Grosso do Sul. In eastern Rio Grande 
do Sul and Santa Catarina, light to moderate rain (10-40 mm) aided 
vegetative to reproductive winter wheat. Dry weather favored coffee 
and citrus regions of northern Sao Paulo and southeastern Minas 
Gerais. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Moderate to heavy showers (25-80 mm, with isolated amounts greater 
than 100 mm) aggravated flooding across the Yangtze Valley. The 
showers maintained high river levels along the Yangtze River, slowing 
recovery efforts. Across southern China, variable showers (25-100 
mm) increased moisture supplies for late double-crop rice. Drier 
weather (5-40 mm) maintained moisture levels and aided maturing 
cotton across the North China Plain. Drier weather (5-20 mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 30 mm) also eased flooding in northern 
Manchuria (Heilongjiang). Heavier rain (20-50 mm) fell across the 
south (Liaoning). Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above 
normal across central and southern China and slightly below normal in 
Manchuria. In northern Japan, excessive rain (75-200 mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 300 mm) caused flooding and possible 
damage to filling and maturing rice. In North Korea, moderate to 
Total Precipitation(mm) heavy showers (30-75 mm) increased moisture supplies for grains but 
AUG 23 - 29, 1998 | possibly caused flooding. Moderate rain (10-50 mm) provided little 
CLMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOMA flood relief to northern South Korea. Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 
degrees C above normal in Japan and 1 to 3 degrees C below normal 
across the Korean peninsula. 
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Drier, sunnier weather (5-40 mm) prevailed across Thailand, Vietnam, 
and the Philippines, aiding filling to maturing rice. Moderate to heavy 
showers (50-150 mm) favored oil palm across peninsular Malaysia, 
but caused some local flooding. In Java, showers (5-35 mm) continued 
to provide adequate moisture for second-crop rice and corn. 

















Monsoonal showers ended a brief drying trend over important oilseed 
areas of west-central India. Rainfall exceeded 50 mm over Gujarat and 
western Madhya Pradesh, boosting late-season moisture reserves for 
groundnuts and soybeans. The rain extended southeastward to 
northern Andhra Pradesh, maintaining generally favorable conditions 
for immature summer crops, including sugarcane. Lighter showers (2- 
32 mm) covered primary oilseed and cotton areas of the southern 
interior (Karnataka and southern Andhra Pradesh), following last 
week’s beneficial, soaking rain. Elsewhere, widespread, moderate to 
heavy rainfall (50-100 mm or more in most areas) continued 
throughout primary rice areas of eastern India and Bangladesh. 
Flooding likely returned to eastern Uttar Pradesh, as well as outlying 
rice areas of southeastern Bangladesh that reported rainfall in excess 
of 300 mm. In the northwest, light showers (25 mm or more) and 
seasonable warmth hastened development of the predominantly 
irrigated cotton and rice crops in Pakistan and neighboring areas of 
India. The rainy season in the northwest will likely end in the next few 
weeks as the southwest monsoon begins its seasonal withdrawal. 





SOUTH ASIA 
Total Precipitation(mm) : 
AUG 23 - 29, 1998 


0 CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
































AUSTRALIA 





Heavy rain (50-100 mm or more) covered the main agricultural regions 
of southeastern Queensland, causing localized flooding and possibly 
lodging vegetative to reproductive wheat and barley. Along the coast, 
inundating showers hampered seasonal field activities in primary 
sugarcane areas and raised some concern for crops about to be 
harvested. More moderate rainfall (25-50 mm or more) extended 
southward into crop areas of northern New South Wales, keeping 
vegetative winter grains unusually wet. Dry weather returned to the 
southeastern grain belt, following last week’s beneficial showers. 
Temperatures averaged near to below normal throughout the east, but 
frost potential was confined to southern growing areas. In Western 
Australia, moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) swept across 
southern agricultural areas. Temperatures in the west averaged 2 to 4 
degrees C above normal, increasing crop growth rates. New Zealand 
pasture areas received generally moderate showers (10-25 mm or more). 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
August 30 - September 5, 1998 


urricanes Earl and Isis helped to produce heavy rainfall 

in parts of the Southeast and Southwest, respectively. 

Earl made landfall near Panama City, FL before dawn on 
September 3, lashing coastal areas east of its center with 
sustained winds as high as 80 mph. Soaking rains (4 to 9 
inches, with locally higher totals) accompanied a rapidly 
weakening Earl's path across northwestern Florida, 
southeastern Alabama, Georgia, and the Carolinas. 
Meanwhile, Isis struck northwestern Mexico on the night of 
September 2-3 as a minimal hurricane (75 mph sustained 
winds). Isis' circulation dissipated quickly over the western 
Sierra Madre, but moisture associated with the system 
produced 1 to 3 inches of rain across parts of Arizona 
(Continued on page 5) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
September 5, 1998 
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WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMP ERA 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPIC TED 
BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ Based on preliminary reports 
CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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GOES-8 VIS 
September 2, 1998. 


1:45 p.m. EDT 





\ 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (inches) & PATH OF a 
HURRICANE EARL 
August 31 - September 4, 1998 [5 days] 


lsopleths drawn for 1, 2, 4, 6, & 8 inches. 








Based on reports from the River Forecast Centers. 
CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL 
WEATHER FACILITY 
9/3 11 AM 
45/55MPH 
9.25" \ 


NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER 


MS 





ees 

mst 9/2 2 PM 
90/105MPH 
29.28" 


9/2 8 AM 
55/70MPH 100/120MPH 


29.46” 29.20” 


9/2 2 AM 
55/70MPH 
29.49" 





‘9/3 8 PM 
29.40" 


8/26 5 AM 
75/95MPH 
28.47" 


Extratropical Low (sustained 
winds < 39 mph) 


Tropical Storm (sustained 
winds 39 - 74 mph) 


Category 1 Hurricane 
(sustained winds 74 - 96 mph) 


Category 2 Hurricane 
(sustained winds 96 - 111 mph) 


SAMPLE PLOT: 

Date & Time (EDT) 

Top Sustained Winds/Gusts 
Lowest Barometric Pressure 


2 to 6 Inches of Rain 


: 6 to 9 Inches of Rain 
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(continued from front cover) 
and southern California. The heavy rainfall from both 


systems may have adversely affected cotton in the open boll 
stage of development. 


a record that had stood since 1947. A day later, highs topped 
100°F as far north as Williston, ND (101°F), while September 
records were established in Scottsbluff, NE (102°F), Dallas- 
Ft. Worth, TX (108°F), Ft. Smith, AR (109°F), and 
McAlester, OK (110°F). On Saturday, highs reached or 
exceeded the 100-degree mark for the 55th day this year in 
Dallas-Ft. Worth (second only to 69 days in 1980), and 22nd 
day in Little Rock, AR (behind 46 days in 1954, 41 days in 
1980, and 23 days in 1943). 


In areas not affected by the tropical systems, hot, mostly dry 
weather prevailed, favoring crop development and harvesting. 
During the week, nearly 200 daily-record highs and more than 
a dozen September-record highs were set or tied nationally. 
Weekly temperatures ranged from 8 to 14°F above normal in 
the northern Plains and Northwest, aiding late small grain 
harvesting and winter wheat planting. Hot weather on the 
central and southern Plains promoted summer crop 
development, but further reduced topsoil moisture for early 
winter wheat planting. In the Corn Belt, warm (departures 
from -2 to +5°F), generally dry conditions continued to push 
crops toward maturity at an ahead-of-normal pace. 


Despite recent rainfall from Tropical Storm Charley, 
Brownsville, TX concluded their driest January-August on 
record. Brownsville's 8-month total was 4.43 inches (29 
percent of normal), breaking their 1954 record of 5.41 inches. 
Shorter-term dryness further dried topsoils in parts of the Mid- 
Atlantic region, where rainless streaks stretched to 19 days 
(August 18 - September 5) in Washington, DC and 
Baltimore, MD. Similarly, measurable rain last fell in 
Nashville, TN on August 16. In addition, Nashville's 
maximum of 98°F on Saturday was their highest of the year-to- 


Early in the week, temperatures soared across the West and 
Southeast in advance of the tropical activity. On Sunday, 
highs in California reached 110°F in Paso Robles and 


Riverside. Farther east, Columbus, GA noted 100°F. A day 
later, Augusta, GA posted 100°F, while Indio, CA registered 
113°F. On Tuesday, September opened with triple-digit heat 
as far north as Walla Walla, WA (102°F). Redding, CA 
logged 112°F on Wednesday. 


After midweek, heat continued in the West and overspread the 
Central States. On Thursday, Oklahoma City, OK notched 
their first of two September-record highs (107°F), breaking 


date. 


On September 3, rainfall associated with Earl included 
7.30 inches in Augusta, GA and 5.17 inches in Columbia, 
SC. A day later in California, daily-record totals 
attributed to Isis' remnant moisture reached 0.78 inches in 
Lancaster and 0.27 inches in Bakersfield. Yuma, AZ 
netted 2.26 inches during a 24-hour period on September 


4-5. 





Monthly Record Highs 


(°F), September 3-5, 1998 





Location 
Oklahoma City, OK 


High/Date 
107 on Sep. 


Previous Record/Date(s) 
106 on Sep. 4, 1947 and Sep. 6, 1947 





McAlester, OK 

Ft. Smith, AR 
Dallas-Ft. Worth, TX 
Wichita Falls, TX 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Tulsa, OK 

Waco, TX 
Fayetteville, AR 
Scottsbluff, NE 


110 on Sep. 
109 on Sep. 
108 on Sep. 
108 on Sep. 
107 on Sep. 
107 on Sep. 
106 on Sep. 
103 on Sep. 
102 on Sep. 


104 (date not available) 

107 on Sep. 2, 1939 

107 on Sep. 1, 1951 and Sep. 2, 1951 

108 on Sep. 1, 1939, Sep. 2, 1939, and Sep. 30, 1977 
see listing above 

107 on Sep. 4, 1947 

106 on Sep. 27, 1977, Sep. 1, 1985, and Sep. 3, 1985 
103 on Sep. 5, 1913, Sep. 3, 1939, and Sep. 3, 1954 
101 on Sep. 7, 1908 and Sep. 4, 1948 





Wichita Falls, TX 
Scottsbluff, NE 
Asheville, NC 


108 on Sep. 
102 on Sep. 
92 on Sep. 5 


AUWNIEpA PPh RP HRA LP PIL W 


see listing above 
see listing above 
92 on Sep. 4, 1975 and Sep. 15, 1991 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending September 5, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 5, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 5, 1998 
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STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
DEPARTURE 
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GREATEST IN 
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0.08 
0.01 
0.00 
0.00 
0.02 
0.00 
0.08 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.78 
0.33 
0.36 
0.72 
0.00 
120 
0.39 
0.00 
2.21 
2.58 
6.33 
1.36 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.02 
0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.08 0.10 
0.00 
0.63 0.63 
0.59 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.14 
0.00 0.00 
0.07 
0.20 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.04 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.16 0.16 
0.01 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.60 
0.06 0.06 
1.29 
1.02 2.07 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 
0.01 0.00 
0.73 0.01 0.01 
0.00 0% 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.17 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.11 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.77 0.00 0.00 
0.00 081 0.00 0.00 
0.06 0.89 0.01 0.04 
0.00 0.75 0.00 0.00 
0.00 -1.01 0.00 0.00 
0.32 0.54 0.32 0.32 
0.00 0.90 0.00 0.00 
0.20 0.63 0.20 0.20 
0.00 0.18 0.00 0.00 
0.22 0.12 0.12 0.12 
0.00 0.20 0.00 0.00 11.13 116 
10 0.00 0.28 0.00 0.00 11.04 104 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incompiete. 
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August Weather and Crop Summary 








Weather 





After a quiet Atlantic hurricane season through mid-August, 
Tropical Storm Charley and Hurricane Bonnie left imprints on 
southern Texas and the eastern Mid-Atlantic region, 
respectively. Away from Charley's influence, however, drought 
stretched into a sixth month across parts of the South Central 
States, particularly in parts of northern Texas and southern 
Oklahoma. Pockets of short-term dryness also began to 
develop as far north as Kansas. Frequent rains and moderate 
temperatures aided filling corn and soybeans across the 
Midwest, but unfavorably dry weather prevailed in parts of the 
Mid-Atlantic region for a second consecutive month. Locally 
heavy rainfall soaked portions of the northern Plains and upper 
Midwest, but hot, dry weather dominated the West. 


Monthly temperatures ranged from 2 to 5°F above normal in the 
northern Plains and Northwest, and were generally 1 to 4°F 
above normal in the drought-stricken portions of the South 
Central States. Temperatures were within 2°F of normal 
throughout the Midwest and Southeast, but as much as 5°F 
above normal in California and the Southwest. 


Bonnie became a hurricane on the morning of August 22 and 
neared the North Carolina coast 4 days later. After stalling 
near Cape Fear, NC, Bonnie drifted inland just northeast of 
Wilmington, NC on August 27. Sustained winds were 115 
mph prior to landfall, and Bonnie's minimum central pressure 
near the coast was 28.44 inches (963 millibars). After 
weakening to tropical-storm force, Bonnie re-emerged over the 
Atlantic near Kitty Hawk, NC, briefly regaining hurricane 
intensity (75 mph winds) and battering southeastern Virginia. 
Storm-total rainfall topped 10 inches in a small area near 
Bonnie's landfall, including 11.31 inches in Jacksonville, NC. 


Tropical Storm Charley formed on August 21, reaching the 
Texas coast near Port Aransas the next morning. Sustained 
winds briefly reached 60 mph just prior to landfall. Heavy 
rainfall spread westward through southern Texas for the next 
several days. On August 23, nearly a year's worth of rain 
(17.03 inches, or 93 percent of their normal annual total) belted 
Del Rio, TX, causing extensive flooding, en route to a monthly 
total of 20.93 inches. As a result, Del Rio's records for single- 
day (8.79 inches on June 13, 1935), August (6.10 inches in 
1971), and monthly precipitation (15.79 inches in September 
1964) were shattered. Ironically, Del Rio's rainfall during the 
first 84 month of 1998 was just 2.89 inches, or 27 percent of 
normal, and was accompanied by 69 days of 100-degree heat, 
breaking their 1951 record by 1 day. 


Despite the flooding in southern Texas, Charley's rains eased 
long-term drought. Monthly totals of 7.78 inches (306 percent 
of normal) in San Antonio and 4.06 inches (123 percent) in 
Corpus Christi accounted for 42 and 37 percent of year-to-date 


rainfalls, respectively. Nevertheless, hot weather early in the 
month propelled San Antonio to a record-setting 36th day of 
triple-digit heat this year, eclipsing their 1948 standard by 3 
days. Corpus Christi, TX posted a record-setting 41 
consecutive days (July 5 - August 14) with highs at or above 
95°F. A northern Texas heat wave temporarily broke on 
August 4, ending 29-day streaks of 100-degree weather in 
Dallas-Ft. Worth (figure 1) and Waco. By month's end, 
however, the total number of days this year with highs at or 
above 100°F reached 51 in Dallas-Ft. Worth and 58 in Waco, 
approaching 1980 records (69 and 63 days, respectively). 





DALLAS-FT. WORTH, TEXAS 
HIGH TEMPERATURES, JULY-SEPTEMBER 1998 
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Note: The average high during 
July and August is 96.4°F. 
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Figure 1 DAY OF MONTH 





The summer (June-August) of 1998 was the hottest on record 
in Brownsville (87.0°F), breaking their 1980 record. In 
Florida, Tampa also marked their hottest summer (84.2°F), 
breaking a record that had stood since 1887. It was the second- 
hottest summer in locations such as Shreveport, LA (behind 
1881) and Dallas-Ft. Worth (behind 1980). Between June 16 
and August 31, a 77-day span, Dallas-Ft. Worth's highs 
averaged 100.0°F, while their rainfall totaled 0.46 inches. In 
addition, their April-August rainfall totaled 5.84 inches (37 
percent of normal), second only to a 3.42-inch total during the 
same period in 1934. 


In contrast, pockets of persistent wetness farther north left 
Burlington, VT (figure 2) with their wettest summer on record 
(24.77 inches, breaking an 1892 mark), and provided Omaha, 
NE with their second-wettest summer (21.33 inches; 2.77 
inches below the 1993 standard). During August, however, 
dryness persisted or developed in a few areas of the East and 
lower Midwest. August rainfall was the lowest on record in 
Lexington, KY (0.29 inches, or 7 percent of normal), and at 
Virginia's Dulles Airport (0.45 inches; 11 percent). 


August featured about 300 daily-record highs nationwide, 
nearly half of which occurred across the West and South- 
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east during the final 10 days of the month. In California, 
August high-temperature records were tied or broken in Paso 
Robles (114°F on August 3) and downtown Sacramento (111°F 
on August 4). Sacramento's highs reached triple digits on 16 
days during the month, breaking an August 1996 record. 
August average-temperature records were established at 
locations such as downtown Sacramento (80.7°F), Reno, NV 
(74.9°F), and at UCLA, CA (74.5°F). 


Drier-than-normal weather accompanied the heat throughout 
the West. In Montana, Butte experienced below-normal 
monthly precipitation (0.53 inches, or 40 percent of normal) for 
the first time this year. Several sites in the Northwest that 
typically collect more than 1 inch of rain during August, 
including Olympia, WA, Portland, OR, and Eugene, OR, 
received no measurable rainfall during the month. On the 
northern Plains, however, August-record rainfall (9.29 inches, 
or 540 percent of normal) soaked Bismarck, ND, 4.64 inches 
of which fell in a 24-hour period on August 21-22. Earlier in 
the month, more than 8 inches of rain pelted parts of 
southeastern Wisconsin on August 6-7. 


Late in the month, heat re-intensified across the West and the 
Southeast. On August 27-29, highs reached 100°F in Jackson, 
MS for the first time on 3 consecutive days since 1990. On the 
31st, maxima soared to 113°F in Indio, CA and 100°F in 
Augusta, GA. 


Cool, wet conditions prevailed in much of Alaska. In the west, 
Nome posted their wettest month on record, surpassing the 
standard of 8.43 inches set in July 1920. Along the south coast, 


Yakutat received 19.17 inches (166 percent of normal). 
August-record lows were set in Cold Bay (34°F on the 9th) and 
Kodiak (34°F on the 29th). 





Fieldwork 





Above-normal precipitation early in the month kept some 
already saturated fields under standing water in low-lying areas 
in the eastern and southern Cor Belt. As the month 
progressed, corn and soybean development remained ahead of 
normal, as mostly seasonable weather continued to promote 
rapid growth. Near the end of the month, soaking rains 
relieved excessive dryness in some areas of the eastern Corn 
Belt, but also caused additional flooding in the river bottoms of 
the lower Missouri and Ohio Valleys, while parts of the Great 
Lakes region remained dry. Cool weather slowed crop 
development slightly as the month ended, but also reduced crop 
moisture requirements. 


Extreme heat in the southern Great Plains, Mississippi Delta, 
and Southeast stressed crops early in the month. Widespread 
thunderstorms near mid-month brought heavy rainfall to parts 
of the lower Mississippi Valley and Southeastern States, 
replenishing soil moisture, revitalizing crops, and extinguishing 
many Florida wildfires. Crops in the southern Great Plains, 
western Gulf Coast, southern Appalachians, and adjoining 
Piedmont areas continued to be stressed by excessive heat and 
dry soils through most of the month. 


Moderate temperatures in the Pacific Northwest provided ideal 
growing conditions early in the month, while warm, humid 
weather sped small grain and row crop development in the 
northern Great Plains. Early-month rains interfered with the 
winter wheat harvest in the central Great Plains, but improved 
soil moisture levels that aided row crops. Above-normal 
temperatures during the last half of the month accelerated small 
grain ripening in the Pacific Northwest and across the northern 
Great Plains. Consequently, harvest of wheat and other small 
grains began 1 to 2 weeks early and progressed ahead of 
normal through the end of the month. 


In California, cool weather during June and early July delayed 
crop development. However, seasonably dry weather allowed 
field activities to accelerate. Warmer weather during the 
second half of the month accelerated crop development, but 
progress remained up to 3 weeks behind normal when the 
month ended. 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
August 1998 
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BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
UTTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 


CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 

GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 


WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
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BOISE 
LEWISTON 
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ROCKFORD 
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WATERLOO 
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CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 


BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
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MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
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WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRIST! 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 

SAN JUAN 
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National Agricultural Summary 





August 31 - September 6, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Above-normal temperatures across most of the 
Nation pushed crops toward maturity well ahead 
of normal. Heavy rainfall from Hurricane Earl 
soaked dry soils across most of the eastern Gulf 
Coast and the southern Atlantic Coastal Plains 
and Piedmont, but came too late to help most 
crops. Widely scattered showers in the Corn Belt 
also had little beneficial impact on crops. Dry 


weather across the northern Great Plains and 
Pacific Northwest aided small grain harvest and 
preparations for winter wheat seeding. Fieldwork 
and winter wheat seeding in the southern and 
central Great Plains also progressed well due to 
dry weather. Hot weather aided crop development 
in the Southwest, but progress continued to lag 
behind the 5-year average. 





Corn: Crop progress remains a week or more ahead of normal 
for all stages of development. Corn in the dough stage or 
beyond was 97 percent, dented or beyond was 82 percent, and 
corn mature was at 25 percent. Across the northern Corn Belt, 
doughing progress was nearly 2 weeks ahead of normal, and 
denting progress was double or triple the normal pace. More 
than half of the crop was mature in the southern Corn Belt, 
Southeast, and Great Plains from Kansas to Texas. Four 
percent of the crop has been harvested, with most of the 
progress in the southern and central Plains, the Missouri 
Bootheel, and Southeastern States. Hot, dry weather hindered 
conditions in parts of the upper Ohio Valley and Great Lakes 
region. 


Soybeans: Ninety-cight percent of the crop has developed to 
the pod setting stage or beyond, and 13 percent was dropping 
leaves. Nearly all of the crop has advanced to the pod setting 
stage or beyond in the Corn Belt, but lagged in parts of the 
Ohio Valley and Southeastern States despite good progress. 
Soybeans dropping leaves advanced most rapidly in the 
Mississippi Delta States, but also made good progress in the 
Ohio Valley and parts of the central Great Plains and 
Southeast. Crop conditions declined in parts of the Corn Belt 
due to a combination of dry weather, sudden death syndrome, 
and brown stem rot. 


Cotton: Cotton continues to mature quickly, with bolls 
opening on 51 percent of the crop, compared with the normal 
of 40 percent. Progress was more than 1 week ahead of the 5- 
year average in most of the southern Plains, Mississippi Delta, 
and Southeast. Progress continued to lag in the Southwest, 
especially in California, where only 3 percent had bolls 


opening. Normally, over half of the crop would have bolls 
opening by this date. 


Small grains: Dry weather across the northern Great Plains 
and Pacific Northwest allowed the barley and spring wheat 
harvests to advance to 97 and 96 percent complete, 
respectively. The harvest pace was at least 2 weeks early in 
most areas, and nearly 3 weeks early in some parts of Montana 
and North Dakota. Dry weather also allowed winter wheat 
seeding to advance to 6 percent. Washington growers had over 
a third of their crop planted. 


Rice: Thirty-five percent of the crop has been harvested, 
compared with 26 percent normally harvested by this date. 
Progress was nearly complete along the western Gulf Coast, 
and well ahead of normal in the central Mississippi Delta 
region. In California, the start of the harvest season has been 
delayed by the late-maturing crop. 


Sorghum: Eighty-one percent was turning color or beyond, 
and 37 percent was mature, compared with normal progress of 
65 and 30 percent, respectively. Rapid development in the 
central Plains and Corn Belt more than offset slower progress 
in the southern Plains and Mississippi Delta. Harvest progress 
was at 24 percent, with the most advanced progress in the 
western Gulf Coast and Mississippi Delta States. 


Other crops: The peanut harvest advanced 1 percentage 
point to 2 percent, but fell behind the 5-year average due to 
heavy downpours in the eastern Gulf Coast and southern 
Atlantic Coast States. Rain virtually halted digging in Florida, 
but progress remained ahead of average due to an early start. 








September 9, 1998 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending September 6, 1998 


Soybeans Percent Setting Pods Corn Percent Dough Corn Percent Mature 


Sep6 Prev Prev. 5SYr Sep6 Prev Prev. . 5-Yr Sep6 Prev. Prev. 5-Yr 
1998 Week Year 1998: Week Year 1998: Week Year 


PA PA 


™ 1 ™ 
wi 1 wi 
1 
™N These 17 States planted 90% of These 17 States planted 90% of 
last corn last corn 
These 19 States planted 93% of 
last s 





Corn Percent Dented Corn Percent Harvested 








Prev Prev 
Week Year 


x 
< 


Sep6 = Prev = Prev 5-Yr 


Soybeans Percent Dropping (sok Wack Year es 


Leaves 


z 
2 





co 29 


£ 


co 0 NA 0 








Sep@ = Prev Prev &Yr GA 100 


—s 


GA NA 


~ 
o 
os] 
“ 





1998 Week Year Avg iL 63 iL NA 








18 11 IN 


> 
wo 


58 IN NA 








6 6 IA IA NA 








23 12 KS KS NA 








R KY KY NA 








8 Ml MI NA 








4 MN MN NA 





= 1S |O | | | & 
BD | | |S | iw 


— 


13 MO 


— 


MO NA 





: NE NE NA 








19 NC NC NA 





7 OH OH NA 





5 PA PA NA 





Bla lo |R lon 


23 sD SD NA 





glalsleisigigigleielsigigia|sis 


3 ™ ™ NA 





6 wi 18 Wi NA 





a D 
—_ 
gixisizigigigigisisiaisisisiais|sigi8s 


B/S 8/5 /& 1S 18 |S 1B |S |B |S 3/8 || 


2 ALL 58 ALL NA 





1 





sls lala lo [Blo le [Ble 


11 These 17 States planted 90% of These 17 States planted 90% of 
2 last year's corn acreage. last year's corn acreage. 




















= 
Wjic |@/|oin|io/|—|o 


25 
10 
: 13 6 
These 19 States planted 93% of 
last year's soybean acreage. 


Lwd 
E~ 





LS) 




















Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


September 9, 1998 








Crop Progress and Condition 





Sorghum Percent Coloring 


Sep 6 
1998 
90 


Prev 5-Yr 


Year 


Prev 
Week 


21 
47 47 


These 12 States planted 99% of 
last hum 


Week Ending September 6, 1998 





Sorghum Percent Mature 





Sep 6 
1996 


Prev Prev 
Week Year 


5-Yr 
Avg 





8 


39 42 





0 0 





—_ 
oi 


3 1 





8 10 





95 





71 




















Hla |S }a len |S BB |S 





37 








These 12 States planted 99% of 
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Sorghum Percent Harvested 
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These 19 States planted 91% of 
last year's winter wheat acreage. 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: _ Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 18% very 
short, 50% short, 29% adequate, 3% surplus. Hurricane Earl brought relief 
mainly to the southeast corner of the State. Dry spell remained unbroken in 
the northern regions. Corn mature 95%, 87% 1997, 91% avg. Cotton bolls 
opening 51%, 22% 1997, 33% avg. Soybeans setting pods 89%, 78% 1997, 
83% avg. Corn 33% very poor, 17% poor, 33% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent. 
Cotton 5% very poor, 17% poor, 39% fair, 37% good, 2% excellent. Soybean 
4% very poor, 11% poor, 47% fair, 34% good, 4% excellent. Peanut 4% very 
poor, 11% poor, 57% fair, 26% good, 2% excellent. Livestock 1% very poor, 
5%, poor, 53% fair, 37% good, 4% excellent. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 
23% poor, 56% fair, 16% good, 2% excellent. Hot weather kept cotton 
progress far ahead of normal. Peanut digging began in a few areas. The 
last peach variety was harvested. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil moisture 5% short, 95% 
adequate. Subsoil moisture 25% short, 75% adequate. Drier conditions 
across the Tanana, Matanuska Valleys allowed fall harvests to advance. 
Wet, cold conditions in the Kenai, however, caused some delays. Killing 
frost in parts of the Matanuska Valley at midweek. Daytime high 
temperatures ranged mostly in the low to mid 60 degrees Fahrenheit. Barley 
45% ripe or earlier, 15% swathed, 40% harvested. Oats 95% ripe or earlier, 
5% swathed. Wind, rain damage to crops, 80% none, 10% light, 5% 
moderate, 5% severe. Commercial potato crop 20% harvested. Second- 
crop hay, 25% harvested. Other vegetable harvests advanced. 





ARIZONA: Cotton bolls opening 64%, 87% 1997, 90% avg. Thecrop is 
catching up a little but is still roughly 1 to 2 weeks behind normal. Cotton 
condition improved a little from the previous week. Some reporters are 
indicating cotton boll rot has appeared in some fields. With the increased 
amount of rain this summer, weeds are also causing some management 
probiems. Condition 2% very poor, 14% poor, 45% fair, 27% good, 12% 
excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity 33% not being harvested, 22% light, 14% 
moderate, 23% active, 8% finished. Alfalfa declined from the previous week. 
Condition was reported as 2% very poor, 4% poor, 38% fair, 42% good, 14% 
excellent. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 25% fair, 53% 
good, 10% excellent. Eastern area growers continued harvesting gala apples 
last week, while central area harvested cantaloupes and watermelons. The 
lemon harvest continued in western area. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil moisture 34% very 
short, 55% short, 11% adequate. Hot, dry weather continued across the 
State during the week. Temperatures ranged from 3 to 9 degrees Fahrenheit 
above normal, little or no rain fell across the State. Main farming activities 
included harvesting sorghum, corn, rice; spraying pastures for armyworms; 
irrigating soybeans due to the hot, dry weather. Other farm activities included 
baling hay, defoliating cotton, fertilizing pastures, treating soybeans, cotton 
for insects. In addition, some producers are preparing to harvest early-variety 
soybeans, there have been isolated reports that some soybeans have been 
abandoned or harvested for hay due to their poor condition. Some cattle 
producers continue to feed hay, have marketed their cows earlier than normal 
due to lack of water, grass. Fall calve herds have started calving, some 
producers have started to wean their spring calves. Cattle were treated for 
pink-eye, external parasites, ticks, flies, were reported in fair condition 
statewide. Corn 8% very poor, 19% poor, 45% fair, 25% good, 3% excellent. 
Alfalfa 7% very poor, 35% poor, 38% fair, 20% good. Other hay 18% very 
poor, 41% poor, 31% fair, 10% good. Range, pasture feed 23% very poor, 
37% poor, 31% fair, 9% good. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under favorable 
conditions, but development of most crops remained well behind normal. 
Wheat grain harvest was complete, except at high elevations. Ground 
preparation was underway for fall seeded small grain crops. Harvest of corn 
for grain, silage was active in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Rice 
showed good growth in most areas, although harvest was not expected to 
begin for at least 3 weeks in the Sacramento Valley. Cotton was blooming, 
setting bolls in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Excessive heat 
caused boll shedding in some fields. Many cotton growers continued to 





spray for aphids, lygus, worms. Seed alfalfa, sugar beet, safflower harvests 
were ongoing. Black eye bean harvest was underway in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Alfalfa, sudan grass were cut for hay or green chopped. Some alfalfa 
fields were treated for armyworms. Seeding of new alfalfa began in the 
Imperial Valley. Harvest volume for stone fruit was steady, but was starting 
to taper off as the end of the season approached. Good quality was reported. 
San Joaquin Valley flame seedless, red globe, fantasy seedless grapes were 
actively being harvested for fresh consumption. Thompson seedless variety 
grapes were harvested for fresh, raisin, wine uses. Growers were concerned 
about low sugar levels. French colombard wine grapes were also harvested. 
Gala, granny Smith apple picking was active. The fig harvest continued. 
Bartlett pear harvest was active in Lake, Mendocino Counties. Asian pear 
picking was active in the San Joaquin Valley. Almond harvest increased in 
intensity. Walnut growers prepared for harvest. Valencia orange picking 
continued at a slow pace. New crop navel oranges were maturing. Lemon, 
grapefruit picking continued. Blossoms were seen in some newly planted 
strawberry fields. Fresh market, processing tomato harvest continued 
throughout the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. There were delays in 
harvesting some ripened fields of processing tomatoes since processors 
were already operating at maximum capacity. Late blight was prevalent in 
several areas. Planting was nearly complete for fall, winter crops of 
cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce. Spinach planting started in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Honeydew, cantaloupe harvests continued in the San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys. Watermelon harvesting continued in the Sacramento 
Valley; only a few fields remained to be picked in the San Joaquin Valley. 
The San Joaquin Valley late pumpkin, squash crops were progressing well. 
Fall melons were still being treated for white fly in the Imperial Valley. Insect 
pressure remained high throughout California's major agricultural regions. 
Other vegetables harvested included bell peppers, sweet potatoes, eggplant, 
green onions, processing onions, garlic, sweet corn, green beans, various 
herbs, cucumbers, beets, squash, pumpkins, radishes, exotic vegetables. 
Native pasture, rangeland were in good to fair condition over much of the 
State, with plenty of feed available in most regions. Supplemental feeding 
was necessary in a few isolated areas. Low elevation vegetation was very 
dry, creating an extreme fire hazard. High temperatures contributed to 
increased mortality rate on poultry operations. Fresno County sheep were 
grazing crop stubble. Bees continued pollinating late season melons. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 13% very 
short, 30% short, 57% adequate. Subsoil moisture 6% very short, 29% 
short, 64% adequate 1% surplus. Continued hot, dry days with cooling 
nighttime temperatures have favored final maturity, early harvest of late- 
season crops. Spring barley 89% harvested, 91% 1997, 79% avg. Oats 
81% harvested, 95% 1997, 77% avg. Dry onions 50% harvested, 43% 1997, 
46% avg. Sugar beets 2% poor, 11% fair, 57% good, 30% excellent. 
Summer potatoes 53% harvested, 51% 1997, 51% avg. Fall potatoes 3% 
harvested, 0% 1997, 8% avg.; 7% poor, 12% fair, 39% good, 42% excellent. 
Dry beans 38% cut, 29% 1997, 34% avg.; 18% threshed, 18% 1997, 19% 
avg.; 4% poor, 27% fair, 42% good, 27% excellent. Alfalfa 50% 3rd cutting, 
38% 1997, 37% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 18% fair, 58% good, 19% 
excellent. Spring wheat 65% harvested, 49% 1997, 58% avg. Pasture, 
range feed in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 28% short, 69% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 36% short, 62% adequate. Soybeans 80% bioomed, 86% 1997, 92% 
avg.; 66% setting pods, 72% 1997, 81% avg.; 12% turned, 8% 1997, 8% 
avy.; 5% poor, 35% fair, 53% good condition. A few acres shedding leaves. 
Field corn 94% dough, 86% 1997, 93% avg.; 81% dent, 76% 1997, 82% 
avg.; 22% mature, 26% 1997, 34% avg.; 9% combined, 1% 1997, 5% avg., 
11% very poor, 22% poor, 38% fair, 26% good, 3% excellent. Silage 42% 
harvested, 32% 1997, 47% avg. Apples 44% harvested, 58% 1997, 41% 
avg.; 1% poor, 8% fair, 81% good, 10% excellent. Peaches 92% picking, 
96% 1997, 94% avg. Sorghum 29% turning color, 14% 1997, 22% avg.; 5% 
poor, 57% fair, 38% good condition. Sweet corn 78% harvested, 92% 1997, 
95% avg. Watermelons 76% harvested, 88% 1997, 92% avg. Cucumbers 
76% harvested, 97% 1997, 95% avg. Cantaloupe 78% harvested, 92% 
1997, 95% avg. Snap beans 76% harvested, 76% 1997, 86% avg. Lima 
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beans 49% harvested, 61% 1997, 49% avg. Tomatoes 75% picked, 85% 
1997, 90% avg. Alfalfa hay 31% 4th cutting, 19% 1997, 24% avg. Other hay 
88% 3rd cutting, 94% 1997, 74% avg.; 26% 4th cutting, 14% 1997, 5% avg. 
Hay supplies 22% short, 78% adequate. Pasture feed 18% poor, 32% fair, 
50% good. Activities: Many took some time for Labor Day activities, 
preparation of children for new school year. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture in the Panhandle adequate to surplus; other 
areas of State mostly adequate, scattered areas short moisture. Hurricane 
Ear| caused far less damage than anticipated to agricultural crops. Earl 
delayed peanut harvest, damaged cotton. Haying active. Tobacco marketing 
active. Fall armyworms, mole crickets bad in hay fields, pastures. White 
maid, limb rot, and possibly CBR in many peanut fields. Sugarcane planting 
Started. Peanuts 9% dug; poor 2%, fair 34%, good 64%. High temperatures 
affected vegetable growth, with growers re-setting some weaker plants. 
Gadsden County--Tomatoes, good; plants at 3rd, 4th strings, some topping 
stakes. Producers picking squash planted earlier in summer. Sumter 
County—Staked tomato planting active. Small pumpkin acreage, good. East 
Coast--Tomato condition improved, stronger plants bushing out well. 
Eggplant, pepper, tomato planting continued. Snap bean, squash planting 
Started. Oldest eggplant, peppers good. Palmetto-Ruskin--Tomatoes fair; 
hot temperatures affecting some growth; transplanting nearing end. Fresh 
market cucumber planting started. Pepper planting gained momentum. 
Watermeion, plum tomato, cherry tomato planting slowing seasonally. 
Eggplant planting completed, rated fair to good. Pepper condition good. 
Cherry tomato, plum tomato, eggplant, watermelon rated fair to good. 
Southwest--Tomato condition fair to good; producers providing plants water 
in drier areas; transplanting steady. Squash, watermelon planting started; 
both fair to good. Peppers, eggplant, cherry tomatoes, plum tomatoes fair to 
good; planting gaining momentum. Dade County--Tomatoes planted recently 
for U-Pic in good condition. Planting of most commercial fields to begin later 
this month. Snap beans good; planting slowing; producers planning to plant 
larger fields in 2 to 3 weeks. Small pickle acreage planted; most to begin late 
September. Squash planting to start late September; some acreage to be 
planted on plastic left from last season's tomatoes. Eggplant planting getting 
underway. General rains, thunderstorms all citrus areas helped replenish 
lakes, ponds, streams. Abundant new growth on well-cared-for trees. 
Groves with very little care or discontinued maintenance look rough with 
weeds, poor condition. Red, white seedless grapefruit being packed today, 
with many more fresh fruit packing houses testing fruit. Caretakers cutting 
cover crops, spraying, fertilizing, pushing trees, resetting. Pasture feed fair 
20%, good 80%. Cattle fair 30%, good 70%. Panhandle standing water due 
to Hurricane Earl. Also, pastures suffered severe losses from armyworms 
during past month. North counties warm season grasses (Bahia, Bermuda) 
showed damage from armyworms. Central area: pasture in good shape from 
recent rains. Some armyworm, mole cricket damage reported. West central 
area pastures fair to good shape, but grass growth slowed. Calving active. 
Pastures in southwest somewhat dry. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 5% very short, 
18% short, 44% adequate, 33% surplus. Corn 40% very poor, 24% poor, 
26% fair, 9% good, 1% excellent; 99% mature, 98% 1997, 99% avg.; 70% 
harvested for grain, 62% 1997, 67% avg. Cotton 12% very poor 23% poor, 
34% fair, 26% good, 5% excellent, 59% bolis open, 22% 1997, 43% avg.; 3% 
harvested, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Hay 7% very poor, 22% poor, 42% fair, 27% 
good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 8% very poor, 13% poor, 36% fair, 35% good, 
8% excellent, 4% dug, 9% 1997, 13% avg.; 1% threshed, 4% 1997, 6% avg. 
Rye 1% planted, 1% 1997, 0% avg. Sorghum 14% very poor, 20% poor, 
44% fair, 21% good, 1% excellent; 25% harvested for grain, 20% 1997, 23% 
avg. Soybeans 23% very poor, 26% poor, 31% fair, 19% good, 1% excellent; 
98% blooming, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; 90% setting pods, 90% 1997, 91% 
@vq.; 23% dropping leaves, 8% 1997, 12% avg. Tobacco 4% very poor, 9% 
poor, 50% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent; 83% harvested, 99% 1997, 95% 
avg. Apples 1% very poor, 14% poor, 40% fair, 42% good, 3% excellent; 
35% harvested, 45% 1997, 35% avg. Pecans 16% very poor, 27% poor, 
31% fair, 22% good, 4% excellent. Pasture feed 10% very poor, 21% poor, 
39% fair, 28% good, 2% excellent. Heavy thunderstorms and high winds due 
to Hurricane Earl caused damage to some crops and trees across the State. 
State rainfall variable zero to over 6 inches. Rain still needed in northern 
areas. Fall armyworms remain a major problem for most hayfields, pastures. 
Producers continue spraying to limit further damage, loss to crops. Farmers 
are assessing damages resulting from the storms. White mold detected in 
some southern peanut fields. Condition ratings remain fair to better. Wet 
soils delayed peanut digging. Other activities included cutting hay, spraying 
pastures for worms, harvesting sorghum, preparing peanut, cotton for fall 
harvest. 








HAWAII: Stable weather conditions were fair for agriculture. Irrigation 
heavy to combat dryness in some areas. Papaya fields mostly good to fair 
condition. Summer weather beneficial for fruit development. Head cabbage 
harvesting steady. Plantings making good progress. Cucumber production 
declining. Crop conditions ranged fair to good. Tomato harvesting active, 
but declining. Young plantings making good progress. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 47% adequate, 47% short, 
6% very short. Perfect harvest conditions. Temperatures above normal with 
little rainfall. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 56%, 1997 43%, avg. 36%. Irrigation 
supply 25% excellent, 66% good, 8% fair, 1% poor. Mint harvested 89%, 
1997 80%, avg. 91%. Lentils harvested 92%, 1997 49%, avg. 54%. Dry 
Peas harvested 98%, 1997 83%, avg. 75%. Dry beans harvested 10%, 1997 
15%, avg. 18%. Oats harvested 76%, 1997 68%, avg. 66%. Onions 
harvested 16%, 1997 23%, avg. 25%. Hops harvested 37%, 1997 34%, avg. 
36%. Peaches harvested 57%, 1997 80%, avg. 73%. Prunes, plums 
harvested 27%, 1997 68%, avg. 49%. Apples harvested 8%, 1997 12%, 
avg. 6%. Potato vines dead/killed 18%, 1997 34%, avg. 44%; harvested 4%, 
1997 6%, avg. 6%. Sweet corn harvested 47%, 1997 63%, avg. 63%. Corn 
harvested for silage 4%, 1997 6%, avg. 7%. Winter wheat harvested 99%, 
1997 95%, avg. 89%. Activities: applying fungicides to combat late blight, 
harvesting cereal grains, potatoes, hay, mint, lentils, dry peas, dry beans, 
oats, onions, hops, sweet corn, peaches, seeding canola, irrigating. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 8% very short, 40% 
short, 50% adequate, 2% surplus. Warm, dry weather has helped both the 
corn, soybean crops statewide. Some farmers have begun harvesting their 
corn while others pian to begin this week. The corn condition has remained 
stable. The soybean crop condition remains favorable despite the presence 
of Sudden Death Syndrome. In addition to mowing and preparing equipment 
for harvest last week, farmers attended informational meetings about 
marketing their crop (versus storing it for next year), collecting Loan 
Deficiency Payments. Soybeans turning yellow 30%, 23% 1997, 21% avg. 
Sorghum headed 91%, 100% 1997, 95% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 87%, 73% 
1997, 72% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 16% very short, 46% 
short, 37% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 10% very short, 37% short, 52% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Another week of hot sunny weather has crops 
developing a week or more ahead of average. Soybean condition declined for 
the third straight week, due largely to dry soil, Sudden Death Syndrome. 
Harvest has begun in isolated fields across the State for both corn, 
soybeans. Corn silage harvest is moving into full swing. Tobacco harvest 
46% complete, 12% 1997, 34% average. Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 
15% poor, 37% fair, 35% good, 8% excellent. Activities: Harvesting silage, 
baling alfalfa, harvesting tobacco, mowing lots, roadsides, caring for 
livestock, preparing equipment for fall harvest. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil very short 4%, short 17%, 
adequate 72%, surplus 7%. Subsoil very short 3%, short 18%, adequate 
73%, surplus 6%. Crops maturing fast. Corn silage, seed corn being 
harvested across the State. Southern section of State needs rain; reports of 
plants drying up due to lack of moisture. Reports of some brown stem rot, 
white mold in beans; leaf diseases showing up in corn. 1998 row crops: 
Corn dough stage 97%, 93% 1997, 83% avg.; dent stage 88%, 62% 1997, 
56% avg.; corn acreage mature 29%, 13% 1997, 12% avg. Corn 3% very 
poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 46% good, 21% excellent. Soybeans leaves turning 
color 32%, 27% 1997, 24% avg.; leaves dropping 4%, 4% 1997, 4% avg.; 
2% very poor, 4% poor, 19% fair, 48% good, 27% excellent. Third crop 
alfalfa harvested 68%, 65% 1997, 57% avg. All hay 3% very poor, 6% poor, 
25% fair, 48% good, 18% excellent. Livestock generally in good condition; 
pinkeye still bothersome in south central areas. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 
13% poor, 29% fair, 41% good, 12% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 8% very short, 52% 
short, 39% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 34% short, 59% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Wheat seeding underway in southwest, south 
central, central. Hot dry weather pushes fall crops progress ahead of normal. 
Moisture would be welcomed across the State. Sunflowers ray flowers dry 
92%; bracts yellow 54%; mature 10%; harvested 3%. Sunflowers 1% very 
poor, 2% poor, 20% fair, 65% good, 12% excellent. Alfalfa 4th cutting 57%, 
44% 1997, 38% avg. Maior field activities were seeding, preparing for 
seeding, cutting hay, harvesting silage, harvesting grain. Pasture feed 2% 
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very poor, 10% poor, 35% fair, 48% good, 5% excellent. Pasture conditions 
are declining due to lack of moisture. Stock water 1% very short, 16% short, 
82% adequate, 1% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 39% very short, 46% 
short, 15% adequate. Subsoil 25% very short, 50% short, 25% adequate. 
Above normal temperatures Statewide, rainfall 0.8 in. below normal. Late 
tobacco, soybeans need rain badly. Corn harvesting 2% complete, 0% 1997, 
2% avg. Rain needed to slow curing process of tobacco, bring tobacco into 
case. Tobacco condition variable; most early set still expected to have high 
yields. Burley tobacco cut 63%, 31% 1997, 49% avg. Dark tobacco cut 60%, 
49% 1997, 63% avg. Conditions of set tobacco 2% very poor, 16% poor, 
34% fair, 41% good, 7% excellent. Hay 4% very poor, 13% good, 50% fair, 
30% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 25% poor, 46% fair, 
23% good, 2% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture 25% very short, 
36% short, 37% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn 96% harvested, 84% 1997, 
84% avg. Cotton 1% harvested, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Most cotton was being 
defoliated. Hay 72% final cutting, 93% 1997, 77% avg. Rice 100% headed, 
98% 1997, 98% avg.; 97% ripe, 83% 1997, 86% avg. Rice harvest 
continued, producers continued to bale rice straw. Sorghum: Sorghum 
harvest continued. Soybeans 56% turning color, 48% 1997, 36% avg.; 10% 
harvested, 8% 1997, 5% avg. Soybeans were heavily infested with stink 
bugs, velvetbean caterpillars. Sugarcane 2% very poor, 8% poor, 31% fair, 
47% good, 12% excellent; 36% planted, 53% 1997, 41% avg. Sweet 
potatoes 4% very poor, 8% poor, 53% fair, 35% good; 19% harvested, 26% 
1997, 23% avg. Livestock 5% very poor, 12% poor, 45% fair, 35% good, 3% 
excellent. Vegetables 17% very poor, 19% poor, 37% fair, 25% good, 2% 
excelent. Pasture conditions continued to be plagued by hot dry conditions, 
armyworms. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 11% very short, 48% 
short, 39% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 14% very short, 49% short, 35% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Field corn 5% very poor, 15% poor, 33% fair, 43% 
good, 4% excellent; 92% dough , 85% 1997, 89% avg.; 78% dent, 56% 
1997, 67% avg.; 41% mature, 11% 1997, 23% avg.; 10% combined, 2% 
1997, 4% avg.; 23% harvested for silage, 21% 1997, 28% avg. Soybeans 
17% very poor, 23% poor, 26% fair, 23% good, 11% excellent; 95% setting 
pods, 83% 1997, 88% avg.; 15% have turned, 11% 1997, 11% avg; 5% 
shedding leaves, 4% 1997, 3% avg. Sorghum 4% very poor, 38% poor, 45% 
fair, 33% good; 41% turned, 28% avg. Tobacco 8% very poor, 14% poor, 
45% fair, 33% good; 52% harvested, 72% 1997, 68% avg. Snap beans 90% 
harvested, 80% 1997, 89% avg. Lima beans 52% harvested, 36% 1997, 
39% avg. Cucumbers 89% harvested, 96% 1997, 95% avg. Pasture feed 
5% very poor, 30% poor, 35% fair, 26% good, 4% excellent. Watermelons 
92% harvested, 93% 1997, 92% avg. Tomatoes 90% harvested, 92% 1997, 
88% avg. Apples 8% fair, 84% good, 8% excellent; 20% harvested, 20% 
1997, 24% avg. Picking peaches in all orchards. Other hay 76% third 
Cutting harvested, 56% 1997, 56% avg.; 20% 4th cutting, 5% 1997, 10% 
avg. Alfalfa hay 97% 3rd cutting, 71% 1997, 91% avg.; 37% 4th cutting, 
32% 1997, 42% avg. Hay supplies 4% very short, 23% short, 62% 
adequate, 11% surplus. Activities: Many took some time out for Labor Day 
activities, for local and State fairs, and getting children ready for school 
openings. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 25% very short, 35% 
short, 39% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 32% very short, 32% short, 36% 
adequate. Hay 3rd cutting 77%, 39% 1997, 43% avg.; 4th cutting 14%, 1% 
1997, 1% avg. Dry beans shedding leaves 98%, 26% 1997, 32% avg.; 
mature 25%, 7% 1997, 6% avg. Silage harvested 32%, 0% 1997, 5% avg. 
Soybeans turning leaves 55%, 18% 1997, 27% avg.; mature 5%, 0% 1997, 
1% avg. Widespread rains fell across State, most areas less than inch of 
rain, enough to encourage weed growth. Dry weather northern two-thirds of 
lower peninsula encouraged crop maturity. Crops some areas two to three 
weeks ahead of normal. Sugar beets are one of the few crops that can still 
benefit from additional rain. Fields treated for Cercospora leafspot. Dry bean 
harvest increased with problems of seeds shattering in drier areas. Third 
Cutting alfalfa yields below normal most areas. Some areas in southern third 
of State where rains have been more plentiful were seeing an exceptional hay 
crop. Alfalfa, rye planted where conditions allowed soil preparation. Dry 
weather accelerated corn maturity although it was uneven in many fields. 
Corn silage harvest continued, included some fields originally intended for 
grain. Potato harvest continued. Over half of the celery crop harvested. 
Cantaloupe harvest winding down Southwest. Cucumber harvest continued 





with good yields reported in Oceana County. Melon harvest was complete 
on many fields. Snap bean harvest winding down. Fall, summer squash 
harvests continued. Pepper harvest continued with good quality. Sweet corn 
harvest continued with excellent quality. Tomato harvest Southeast much 
reduced by disease. Peach, pear harvests completed. Stanley plums picked 
Northwest. Mcintosh apple harvest began Northwest. Golden Delicious 
harvest started Southwest. Niagara grape harvest in full swing. Wine grape 
harvest will start this week. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 9% very short, 23% 
short, 65% adequate, 3% surplus. Soybeans 59% turning yellow, 30% 1997, 
30% avg. Sweet corn 85% harvested, 74% 1997, 65% avg. Potatoes 18% 
harvested, 11% 1997, 13% avg. Dry beans 46% harvested, 13% 1997, 12% 
avg. Rye 57% seeded, 44% 1997, 36% avg. Winter wheat 54% seeded, 
50% 1997, 38% avg. Flax 35% harvested, 3% 1997, 11% avg. Sugar beets 
2% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Corn 29% silage cut, 3% 1997, 5% avg. 
Stubble plowed 59%, 43% 1997, 34% avg. Pasture feed 10% very poor, 
16% poor, 32% fair, 36% good, 6% excellent. Sugar beets 1% very poor, 1% 
poor, 36% fair, 36% good, 26% excellent. Sunflowers 3% very poor, 9% 
poor, 37% fair, 46% good, 5% excellent. Dry beans 2% very poor, 9% poor, 
44% fair, 34% good, 11% excellent. Sunny, nearly rainiless week with above 
normal temperatures pushed crops nearer maturity. Conditions for 
harvesting dry hay were excellent, many localities, it was a 4th cutting of 
alfalfa that was being baled. The rapid dry-down of plants has allowed 
Cutting of corn silage to make an early start. In contrast, increasing dryness 
has hurt pasture regrowth, kept corn ears from filling out on lighter soils. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 39% very 
short, 46% short, 15% adequate. Corn 98% mature, 87% 1997, 88% avg.; 
80% harvested, 46% 1997, 41% avg.; 90% silage harvested 85% 1997, 84% 
avg.; 11% very poor, 26% poor, 35% fair, 26% good, 2% excellent. Cotton 
86% open bolis, 33% 1997, 61% avg.; 3% harvested, NA 1997, 1% avg.; 4% 
very poor, 15% poor, 31% fair, 38% good, 12% excellent. Rice 70% mature, 
47% 1997, 62% avg.; 40% harvested, 11% 1997, 22% avg.; 5% poor, 28% 
fair, 52% good, 15% excellent. Sorghum 97% turning color, 93% 1997, 94% 
avg.; 83% mature, 79% 1997, 80% avg.; 49% harvested, 21% 1997, 41% 
avy,; 75% silage harvested, 52% 1997, 64% avg.; 21% poor, 57% fair, 22% 
good. Soybeans 68% turning color, 31% 1997, 39% avg.; 36% shedding 
leaves, 22% 1997, 23% avg.; 9% harvested, NA 1997, 4% avg.; 5% very 
poor, 25% poor, 27% fair, 37% good, 6% excellent. Sweet potatoes 20% 
harvested, 7% 1997, 25% avg.; 15% poor, 60% fair, 25% good. Peanuts 4% 
harvested, 2% 1997, 3% avg.; 3% poor, 30% fair, 60% good, 7% excellent. 
Hay 90% harvested (warm season) 88% 1997, 90% avg. Cattle 3% poor, 
47% fair, 47% good, 3% excellent. Pasture 1% very poor, 17% poor, 47% 
fair, 33% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Hot, dry weather conditions continue 
across many areas of the State. Cotton, soybeans harvested are ahead of 
last year and the 5 year average. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 11% very 
short, 43% percent short, 44% adequate, 2% surplus. The most notable 
shortages continue in southwest with 94% short to very short, south-central, 
southeast, and northeast with 89%, 83%, 82% short to very short, 
respectively. Aflatoxin is causing sharp reductions in quality of corn in many 
fields in the southeastern counties, with some grain being too contaminated 
to market. Corn mature 52%, 33% 1997, 34% avg. Corn progress is most 
advanced in the southeast where 99% has reached maturity, 68% harvested, 
followed by the southwest at 98% mature, 50% harvested. Corn in northeast 
is least advanced at 22% mature. Most advanced soybean areas are 
northwest, northeast, southwest at 30% or more turning color. Sudden 
Death Syndrome is occurring im many areas of the State in new bean 
varieties lacking that specific disease resistance, but the total acreage 
affected is expected to be minor. Sorghum ripening is about 2 weeks ahead 
of normal when 68% was turning color, 24% mature. Sorghum harvest is 5 
days ahead of the 2% average for this date. Rainfall past week avg 0.46 in., 
ranging from virtually none in southern third of the State to 1.17 in. northwest. 
Rainfall for the month of August averaged 2.46 in., compared with 30-yr avg. 


of 3.73 in. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 16% poor, 39% fair, 35% good, 6% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 41% very short, 47% 
short, 12% adequate. Subsoil 32% very short, 48% short, 20% adequate. 
Conditions were again very hot and dry with no areas of the State receiving 
any significant amounts of moisture. Winter wheat harvested 99%, 95% 
1997, 87% avg. Spring wheat ripe 99%, 95% 1997, 83% avg. Barley ripe 
98%, 91% 1997, 85% avg. Oats ripe 98%, 94% 1997, 84% avg.; harvested 
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94%, 68% 1997, 63% avg. Corn harvested for silage 7%, 13% 1997, 11% 
avg. Dry beans harvested 37%, 26% 1997, 18% avg. Second cutting Alfalfa 
91%, 80% 1997, 78% avg. First Cutting Other Hay 97%, 94% 1997, 92% 
avg. Range, pasture in mostly fair to poor condition. Lack of rain causing a 
lot of stress to range conditions. Therefore, ranchers are starting to move 
Cattle and sheep off of pasture. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 5% very short, 39% 
short, 56% adequate. Subsoil 5% very short, 29% short, 65% adequate, 1% 
Surplus. Third hot week in a row, fall crops maturing quickly. Temperatures 
averaged 4 to 10 degrees above normal. Rainfall very light, amounts ranged 
from traces to over 3/4 inch in parts the Northeast. Corn 1% very poor, 2% 
poor, 15% fair, 67% good and 15% excellent; irrigated corn 83% good or 
excellent; dryland corn 80% good or excellent; dent near completion 94%, 
58% 1997, 58% avg.; mature 9%, 3% 1997, 6% avg. Soybean 2% poor, 
14% fair, 70% good, 14% excellent; coloring 37%, 30% 1997, 26% avg.; 
dropping leaves 4%, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Sorghum 2% poor, 17% fair, 67% 
good, 14% excellent; coloring 79%, 58% 1997, 49% avg.; mature 5%, 1% 
1997, 3% avg. Dry beans 1% very poor, 7% poor, 31% fair, 51% good, 10% 
excellent; coloring 81%, 77% 1997, 81% avg.; dropping leaves 40%, 41% 
1997, 39% avg. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 6% poor, 20% fair, 62% good, 11% 
excellent; 3rd cutting 90%, 83% 1997, 80% avg. Wheat seeding 9%, 7% 
1997, 9% avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 25% fair, 53% good, 
12% excellent. Producer activities; preparation for wheat seeding, moving 
grain, hay harvest, machinery maintenance, livestock care, marketing. 





NEVADA: Harvest activities were in full swing until the weekend rains. The 
third cutting of alfalfa continued in northern valleys with crop condition 
generally good. Alfalfa seed harvest was underway. Winter wheat, spring 
wheat, barley harvests were finishing in the North, field stubble was being 
burned off. Mint was being harvested, distilled for oil in Orovada. Harvest 
of garlic for seed use was well along. Onion harvest continued in full swing. 
Corn, Sudan were in good condition, showing good growth in response to the 
higher temperatures. Potatoes were responding less favorably to the hotter 
weather, with crop condition fair. Pasture, range condition remained mainly 
good despite seasonal drying. Cattle movement, calf marketing continued. 
Main farm, ranch activities: Haying, alfalfa seed harvest, onion harvest, mint 
harvest, garlic harvest, irrigating, cattle marketing, weed, pest control. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 5% very short, 
25% short, 66% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 27% short, 
66% adequate, 4% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 10% poor, 43% fair, 
38% good, 8% excellent. Maine potatoes 5% harvested, <5% 1997, 5% 
average; condition good to fair. Massachusetts potatoes 60% harvested, 
60% 1997, 45% average; condition good to fair. Rhode Island potatoes 30% 
harvested, 35% 1997, 35% average; condition good to fair. Oats in Maine 
75% harvested, 5% 1997, 50% average; condition good to fair. Barley in 
Maine 85 % harvested, 20% 1997; condition good to fair. Field corn <5% 
harvested, <5% 1997, <5% average; condition good to fair. Sweet corn 75% 
harvested, 75% 1997, 80% average; condition good to fair. Shade Tobacco 
100% harvested, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. Broadleaf 
Tobacco 95% harvested, 99% 1997, 95% average; condition good to fair. 
First cut hay 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% average.; condition fair. 
Second cut hay 85% harvested, 75% 1997, 80% average; condition good. 
Third cut hay 35% harvested, 45% 1997, 40% average; condition good to 
excellent. Apples 20% harvested, 20% 1997, 20% average, size average; 
condition good. Peaches 90% harvested, 75% 1997, 85% average, size 
average; condition good. Pears 35% harvested, 15% 1997, 35% average, 
size above average to average; condition good. Cranberries size average, 
condition good. Highbush blueberries 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 95% 
average, size average; condition good to excellent. Wild blueberries 100% 
harvested, 99% 1997, 99% average; size average; condition fair. Major farm 
activities included: Harvesting vegetables- peppers, cucumbers, potatoes, 
squash, pumpkins; fruits- apples, pears, peaches; field crops- hay, corn 
silage, small grains. In addition farmers spread manure, planted fall cover 
crops, continued with potato vine killing. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Farmers are irrigating crops, 
spraying for disease, pests, harvesting vegetables, fruits, cutting hay. Feed 
requirements are average. The irrigation water supply is adequate. Good 
volume of tomatoes, peppers, all beans, all squash, eggplant. Moderate 
volume of beets, sweet corn, cucumbers. Light supply of herbs, okra, 
parsley, spinach, leafy greens, watermelon, cantaloupe. Light and increasing 
harvest of fall crops (endive, escarole, Boston & Romaine lettuce) reported. 
Harvesting of sweet potatoes has begun in a few localities. Peach harvest 





is nearly complete with a light to moderate volume expected for the next two 
weeks. Autumnal, Encore, Rio-Oso-Gem are the prominent varieties. 
Apples are coloring, sizing well with the harvest of the Red Delicious variety 
increasing. Light harvest of corn for silage reported. Soybeans are in the 
pod setting stage with some early planted soybeans starting to yellow. 
Pastures are in poor to fair condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 
improved to 16% very short, 42% short, 41% adequate, 1% surplus. Wheat 
producers were busy planting last week. Corn was 66% dented, with 17% 
mature, condition 2% poor, 29% fair, 60% good, 9% excellent. The sorghum 
crop continued to color and mature. The 4th cutting of alfalfa moved to 80% 
complete, 84% 1997; 5th cutting 40% complete, 22% 1997; 1% poor, 33% 
fair, 56% good, 10% excellent. Condition of the cotton crop remained stable. 
Green chile harvest progressed to 45% complete, 43% 1997; 1% poor, 20% 
fair, 68% good, 11% excellent. Lettuce 28% fair, 37% good, 35% excellent. 
Apple harvest 32% complete, 31% fair, 66% good, 3% excellent. Pecans 
remained in good condition, with pecan drop rated 1% light, 96% average, 
3% heavy. Cattle were in fair to good condition, while sheep remained in 
mostly fair condition. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Soil moisture 17% very short, 
35% short, 48% adequate. Pasture feed 5% poor, 35% fair, 50% good, 10% 
excellent. Corn 18% fair, 47% good, 29% excellent. Corn maturing 2 to3 
weeks ahead of normal. Silage harvest 10% complete, 0% 1997 average. 
Hay 6% fair, 82% good, 12 % excellent. Alfalfa second cutting finished, 3rd 
cutting 64% done, 53% 1997, 56% avg. Oats 95% harvested, 95% 1997, 
92% avg. Potato, dry bean harvest continued. Wine grape harvest 
underway. Apple harvest gained momentum. Fruit trees damaged by Labor 
Day storm. Vegetable harvest continued in full swing. Onions being 
undercut to stop growth and prepare for harvest. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 13% 
very short, 28% short, 43% adequate, 16% surplus. Remnants of Hurricane 
Earl made their way through the southeast this week. The eastern one-half 
of the state eperienced soaking rainfall which should help some late season 
crops, especially cotton, peanuts, soybeans. Some areas along the coast are 
still mending from Hurricane Bonnie as reports of crop damages are still 
filtering in. The majority of crop damage appears to be in tobacco, corn. Dry 
weather continues to plague the Mountain regions. Activities included: 
Harvesting tobacco and corn; cutting hay and tending livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Favorable weather aided 
producers with harvest, which is progressing ahead of average. Soil 
moisture supplies continued to diminish. Topsoil 14% very short, 37% short, 
48% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 13% very short, 34% short, 52% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Due to dry conditions, small grain harvest neared 
completion about three weeks ahead of average. Durum wheat 83% 
combined, 55% 1997, 42% avg. Canola 98% swathed, 94% 1997; 81% 
combined, 34% 1997. Corn for grain 84% denting, 57% 1997, 55% avg.; 
23% ripe, 3% 1997, 7% avg. Corn for silage 6% chopped, 7% 1997, 5% 
avg. Dry edible beans 63% cut, 25% 1997, 19% avg.; 41% combined, 9% 
1997, 10% avg. Flaxseed 69% combined, 45% 1997, 19% avg. Potatoes 
76% vines killed, 51% 1997, 52% avg.; 6% dug, 8% 1997, 10% avg. 
Soybeans 62% lower leaves yellowing, 53% 1997, 59% avg.; 26% mature 
leaves dropping, 17% 1997, 20% avg. Sunflower 92% ray flowers 
dried/dropped, 81% 1997, 78% avg.; 63% bracts turned yellow, 42% 1997, 
40% avg.; 14% bracts turned brown, 9% 1997, 10% avg. Warm weather 
aided late season crop maturity which continued to develop ahead of average. 
Emerged crop condition: corn for grain 2% very poor, 12% poor, 24% fair, 
55% good, 7% excellent; corn for silage 7% poor, 30% fair, 54% good, 9% 
excellent; dry edible beans 5% very poor, 13% poor, 31% fair, 41% good, 
10% excellent; potatoes 2% poor, 13% fair, 51% good, 34% excellent; 
soybeans 4% very poor, 19% poor, 28% fair, 43% good, 6% excellent; sugar 
beets 4% very poor, 11% poor, 17% fair, 46% good, 22% excellent; 
sunflower 6% poor, 26% fair, 54% good, 14% excellent. Stock water 9% 
short, 82% adequate, 9% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 10% very short, 35% short, 
50% adequate, 5% surplus. Corn dough 96%, 91% 1997, 93% avg.; dented 
60%, 31% 1997, 50% avg.; mature 8%, 1% 1997, 5% avg.; harvested for 
silage 10%, 2% 1997, 9% avg.; harvested for grain 2%, 0% 1997, avg. 
Soybeans dropping leaves 17%, 7% 1997, 11% avg.,six days ahead of last 
year; mature 2%, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Alfalfa hay 86% 3rd cutting, 51% 1997, 
68% avg.; 20% 4th cutting. Other hay 59% 3rd cutting, 30% 1997, 37% avg. 
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Tobacco 94% topped, 86% 1997; 40% cut, 21% 1997. Fall, winter apples 
10% harvested, 0% 1997, avg. Hay 2% very poor, 9% poor, 29% fair, 49% 
good, 11% excelient. Activities include fall plowing; preparing wheat seeding; 
making hay; mowing weeds; building grass waterways; seeding CRP ground, 
alfalfa; moving, marketing grain; hauling manure; cleaning grain bins; 
spraying wheat stubble; applying lime, fertilizer; harvesting corn for grain, 
silage; tiling; preparing to sow wheat, barley; topping, cutting tobacco; 
mowing waterways, fence rows, edges of fields; FSA activity; selling 
livestock; harvesting vegetables, fall apples, grapes. The following weed 
pressures were reported: foxtail; Canadian thistle; ragweed; pigweed; 
velvetieaf; ironweed; broad leaves; lambs quarter; Johnson grass; trumpet 
keeper; cocklebur. Reported insects were European corn borer; cut worms; 
grasshoppers; leafhoppers, mites. Reported diseases were Stewart's wilt, 
corn leaf diseases, rust, grey leaf spot in corn; sudden death syndrome, 
white mold, brown stem rot in soybeans; mold in tomatoes, pumpkins; root 
rot on Christmas trees; smut in popcorn. Producers in the Northwestern part 
of the State report a poor tomato crop due to wet weather late last month. A 
North Central district reporter mentioned pumpkins ripening too soon with 
disease, mold in vegetables. The fall apple harvest is underway with 
reporters indicating excellent yields. Much of the southern half of the state 
is in need of rain as dry weather has caused vegetable crops to wilt unless 
irrigation is available. Precipitation late in August has regenerated pasture, 
grass growth with reporters indicating good to excellent conditions in the 
northern part of the state. The West Central, part of the Central district, as 
well as the southern part of the state is dry as pastures are deteriorating, 
grass growth has slowed. Livestock conditions have improved significantly 
with cooler temperatures. Face flies, lack of pasture are the only problems 
reported. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 48% very short, 45% 
short, 7% adequate. Subsoil 38% very short, 42% short, 20% adequate. 
Record hot temperatures, very little rainfall continue to reduce row crop 
prospects. Wheat seedbed prepared 61%, 74% 1997, 70% avg.; planted 1%, 
9% 1997, 8% avg.; Oats seedbed prepared 51%, 61% 1997, 53% avg.; corn 
4% very poor, 8% poor, 8% fair, 80% good; mature 37%, 19% 1997, 51% 
avg.; harvested 21%, 7% 1997, 18% avg.; soybeans 16% very poor, 33% 
poor, 42% fair, 9% good; setting pods 88%, 94% 1997, 86% avg.; mature 
33%, 11% 1997, 24% avg.; harvested 8%, 0% 1997, 0% avg.; peanuts 
mature 21%, 11% 1997, 14% avg; alfalfa hay 14% very poor, 16% poor, 
37% fair, 29% good, 4% excellent; 3rd cutting 87%, 97% 1997, 98% avg.; 
4th cutting 33%, 47% 1997, 61% avg.; other hay 1st cutting 93%, 98% 1997, 
99% avg.; 2nd cutting 14%, 36% 1997, 81% avg. Livestock 3% very poor, 
15% poor, 28% fair, 53% good, 1% very poor. Prices for feeder cattle down 
$0.50 to $1.50 per cwt. from the preceding week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 18% very short, 43% 
short, 39% adequate. Subsoil 11% very short, 24% short, 65% adequate. 
Barley harvested 87%, 87% 1997, 76% average. Winter wheat harvested 
99%, 98% 1997, 98% avg. Spring wheat 96% harvested. Range, pasture 
feed 2% very poor, 7% poor, 31% fair, 47% good, 13% excellent. Activities: 
Small grain harvest was mostly finished on Westside with only limited spring 
grain harvest remaining. Alfalfa hay was nearing a 4th cutting. Willamette 
Valley reported mint regrowing, grass seed crops being replanted & other 
field preparation was well underway for fall planting. Most Red clover was 
being combined & yields appeared to be less than average. On Eastside, 
small grain harvest & 2nd & 3rd alfalfa cutting continued. Malheur County 
reported powdery mildew in sugarbeets. Field preparation for fall planting & 
irrigation continue to be the major activities for nurseries and greenhouses. 
Some limited movement of containers was reported. On Westside, vegetable 
processors working in high gear to keep up with sweet corn & snap bean 
processing. Harvest of other vegetables continued with good yields of 
tomatoes, melons & peppers. Onions are being prepared for pulling. 
Vegetable growers on eastside reported onions, carrots, lima beans & 
potatoes being harvested. in Willamette Valley, harvest of Evergreen 
blackberries, peaches, & early apples continued, prune harvest began, & 
pears continued to ripen. Hazelnuts were drying & in some areas started to 
fall. On South Coast, cranberry growers were preparing for harvest, & on the 
North Coast blueberries were being picked & apples were ripening. In the 
Hood River Valley, Bartlett pear harvest was completed in the lower valley & 
underway in the upper valley. In the lower valley Gala apples were being 
harvested & Anjou pear harvest will begin soon. Livestock remain in mostly 
good condition. Sheep breeding began on South Coast. Fall calving 
underway in Northeast. Ranges & pastures continued to dry up across the 
State under hot, dry summer weather. Supplemental feeding was reported 


in the Willamette Valley. High elevation ranges in Klamath Basin remained 
excellent 








PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 19% very 
short, 56% short, 24% adequate, and 1% surplus. Crop conditions were 
declining as hot, dry weather continued. Ensilage corn harvested 15% 
harvested, 12% 1997, 13% avg. Soybeans harvested 0% complete, 0% 
1997, 0% avg. Soybean crop condition 4% very poor, 11% poor, 40% fair, 
30% good, 15% excellent. Wheat planted 2% complete, 19% 1997, 11% 
avg. Wheat emerged 0% complete, 2% 1997, average not available. Oats 
harvested 97% complete, 96% 1997, 96% avg. Barley planted 15% 
complete, 20% 1997, 12% avg. Barley emerged 7% complete, 9% 1997, 
average not available. Tobacco 80% harvested, 45% 1997, 63% avg. Potato 
harvested 29% complete, 29% 1997, 33% avg. Alfalfa third cutting 72% 
complete, 66% 1997, 66% avg. Alfalfa fourth cutting 38% complete, 34% 
1997, 27% avg. Timothy clover second cutting 80% complete, 85% 1997, 
84% avg. Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 4% poor, 24% fair, 44% good, 
26% excellent. Apple harvest 24% complete, 24% 1997, 27% avg. Peach 
harvest 89% complete, 81% 1997, 82% avg. Fall plowing 24% complete, 
35% 1997, 31% avg. Activites: fall plowing; harvesting oats; cutting hay and 
haylage; harvesting fruit; machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling 
manure; and caring for livestock 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Soil moisture 3% 
very short, 9% short, 64% adequate, 24% surplus. Rain, flood, or hail 
damage 58% none, 17% light, 21% moderate, 4% heavy. Apples 28% 
harvested, 35% 1997, 32% avg.; 27% poor, 35% fair, 38% good. Corn 70% 
harvested, 66% 1997, 58% avg.; 37% very poor, 34% poor, 23% fair, 6% 
good. Grapes 5% very poor, 5% poor, 21% fair, 54% good, 15% excellent. 
Hay 92% cut, 97% 1997, 76% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 2% poor, 34% 
fair, 59% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 15% poor, 42% 
fair, 31% good, 1% excellent. Peanuts 93% pegged, 97% 1997 74% avg.; 
10% harvested, 10% 1997, 10% avg.; 12% very poor, 36% poor, 40% fair, 
12% good. Sorghum 99% headed, 99% 1997, n/a avg.; 90% turned color, 
85% 1997, n/a avg.; 60% matured, 49% 1997, n/a avg.; 35% harvested, 35% 
1997, n/a avg.; 11% very poor, 19% poor, 15% fair, 53% good, 2% excellent. 
Sweet potatoes 5% harvested, 9% 1997, 9% avg.; 13% fair, 87% good. 
Tobacco 89% harvested, 91% 1997, 84% avg.; 40% stalks destroyed, 60% 
1997, 41% avg.; 10% poor, 62% fair, 27% good, 1% excellent. Winter 
grazings 13% planted, 8% 1997, 9% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 2% very short, 
23% short, 72% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 16% short, 
75% adequate, 5% surplus. Small grain harvest is complete. Flaxseed 91% 
harvested, 72% 1997, 62% avg. Hot, humid weather spurred row crop 
development. Sunflower 6% poor, 16% fair, 50% good, 28% excellent; 84% 
ray flowers dry, 68% 1997, 81% avg.; 67% bracts yellow, 44% 1997, 53% 
avg.; 15% mature, 4% 1997, 7% avg.; 5% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg. 
Sorghum harvested for silage 14%, 4% 1997, 2% avg. Corn harvested for 
silage 19%, 5% 1997, 4% avg. Winter wheat emerged 7%, 5% 1997, 1% 
avg. Winter rye seeded 32%, 16% 1997, 10% avg. Winter rye emerged 25%, 
3% 1997, 1% avg. Alfalfa 7% poor, 35% fair, 46% good, 12% excellent. 
Alfalfa 96% cut twice, 100% 1997, 91% avg. Alfalfa 63% cut three times. 
Other hay 91% harvested, 100% 1997, 91% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 6% fair, 
68% good, 25% excellent. Stock water supplies 1% very short, 7% short, 
84% adequate, 8% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 18% very short, 
56% short, 26% adequate. Subsoil 10% very short, 50% short, 40% 
adequate. Corn 98% dent, 94% 1997, 94% avg.; 72% mature, 53% 1997, 
59% avg.; 30% harvested, 8% 1997, 12% avg.; silage 70% harvested, 62% 
1997, 63% avg.; 5% very poor, 12% poor, 24% fair, 44% good, 15% 
excellent. Tobacco 88% topped, 85% 1997, 93% avg.; burley 46% 
harvested, 48% 1997, 53% avg.; dark-air 57% harvested, 65% 1997, 64% 
avg.; dark-fire 59% harvested, 55% 1997, 62% avg.; 2% very poor, 11% 
poor, 27% fair, 49% good, 11% excellent. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 15% 
poor, 40% fair, 37% good, 4% excellent. Hot, dry weather continued to hang 
over State last week with no widespread rain forecasted anytime soon. Corn, 
tobacco, hay producers used the dry weather to continue harvesting their 
crops. Pasture land is suffering due to the lack of rain. 





TEXAS: Most areas state experienced dryer weather, however afternoon 
showers sprang up scattered parts state. Fieldwork increased as fields 
dried. High temperatures returned, helped dry things out. Livestock 
conditions held steady during week. Supplemental feeding activity slowed 
many areas as pasture conditions improved with recent rains. 
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Crops: Small Grains: Planting increased Plains as producers raced take 
advantage of available soil moisture provided by recent rain. Many producers 
other areas, however, dry planting in hopes of rain. Land preparation again 
active in Blacklands, Central as many fields dried from recent rains. Corn: 
Silage harvest full swing during week in Plains with grain harvest increasing. 
Harvest other areas virtually completed. Cotton: Bolls continued to open 
rapidly Plains, insect problems remained high many fields. Many dryland 
fields destroyed North Central fields because poor prospects. Harvest 
continued Blacklands. Along Upper Coast, harvest winding down as fields 
dried out. 20% harvested, 11% 1997, 16% avg. Grain Sorghum: Fields 
maturing rapidly in Plains with some early planted fields harvested. Harvest 
winding down North Central areas under open conditions. 54% harvested, 
51% 1997, 61% avg. Peanuts: Fields continued look good in Plains, North 
Central areas. Irrigated fields South Central making good progress. Rice: 
Harvest rapidly winding down on first crop along Upper Coast. Regrowth for 
second cutting good most fields. Soybeans: High Plains’ fields look good 
however worms begun cause problems some areas. Spraying occurred 
where needed. Pods filling well. Harvest winding down along Upper Coast. 
Other Crops: Sunflowers 29% harvested, 18% 1997, 7% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, melon harvest winding 
down. Peppers, celery made good progress. San Antonio-Winter Garden, 
land preparations resumed as fields dried out. East, sweetpotato harvest 
continued with low yields reported. High Plains, watermelon harvest 
continued. Trans Pecos, land preparations continued. Pecans: Additional 
nut drop occurred many areas. Producers continued steady watering. Insect 
Sraying continued. 

Range and Livestock: Range, pasture conditions improved most Central, 
Southern areas with recent rains. Haying activity these areas also increased. 
Cattle body conditions holding steady. Supplemental feeding slowed areas 
with better pastures. Poultry losses reported parts East from extreme 
temperatures. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 6% very short, 13% short, 
81% adequate. Subsoil 6% very short, 13% short, 81% adequate. Pasture, 
range 3% poor, 27% fair, 68% good, 2% excellent. Irrigation water supplies 
2% very short, 8% short, 79% adequate, 11% surplus. Stock water supplies 
2% very short, 6% short, 83% adequate, 9% surplus. Cattle moved from 
summer range 4%, 5% 1997, 11% avg. Sheep moved from summer range 
1%, 4% 1997, 8% avg. Barley harvested for grain 96%, 99% 1997, 96% 
average. Oats harvested for grain 80%, 68% 1997, 73% avg. Corn: in dough 
stage 65%, 60% 1997; in dent stage 22%, 14% 1997. Corn silage harvested 
5%. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 55%, 43% 1997, 49% avg. Alfalfa seed 9%. 
Onions harvested 15%, 15% 1997, 19% avg. Potatoes harvested 3%. 
Peaches picked 40%, 65% 1997, 75% avg. Pears picked 32%, 45% 1997, 
55% avg. Apples 3% picked, 13% 1997, 13% avg. Rain showers slowed 
hay harvest in many counties throughout the state. Hail damage was 
reported in Cache county. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 34% very short, 38% 
short, 24% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 33% very short, 37% short, 28% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Corn 99% silked, 99% 1997, 100% avg.; 88% dough, 
86% 1997, 92% avg.; 65% dent, 64% 1997, 69% avg.; 45% mature, 41% 
1997, 49% avg.; 18% harvested, 5% 1997, 11% avg.; 42% harvested for 
silage, 19% 1997, 30% avg.; 7% very poor, 29% poor, 33% fair, 29% good, 
2% excellent. Cotton 49% bolls opening, 44% 1997, 34% avg.; 9% poor, 
37% fair, 50% good, 4% excellent. Soybeans 97% blooming, 86% 1997, 
94% avg.; 85% setting pods, 71% 1997, 78% avg.; 8% dropping leaves, 8% 
1997, 2% avg.; 7% very poor, 24% poor, 30% fair, 34% good, 5% excellent. 
Flue-cured tobacco 43% harvested, 36% 1997, 51% avg.; 6% very poor, 
13% poor, 26% fair, 41% good, 14% excellent. Dark fire cured tobacco 62% 
harvested, 58% 1997, 65% avg.; 4% very poor, 24% poor, 44% fair, 28% 
good. Burley tobacco 40% harvested, 21% 1997, 27% avg.; 14% poor, 28% 
fair, 43% good, 15% excellent. Sun tobacco 47% harvested, 39% 1997, 
53% avg.; 15% poor, 70% fair, 15% good. Summer apples 99% harvested, 
86% 1997, 87% avg. Fall apples 7% harvested, 0% 1997, 36% avg. All 
apples 3% very poor, 11% poor, 40% fair, 45% good, 1% excellent. Peaches 
96% harvested, 91% 1997, 97% avg. Pasture feed 17% very poor, 38% 
poor, 30% fair, 14% good, 1% excellent. Alfalfa 8% very poor, 24% poor, 
47% fair, 20% good, 1% excellent. Other hay 15% very poor, 43% poor, 30% 
fair, 12% good. Most areas of the Commonwealth continued to see hot and 
dry conditions last week with the exception of a few extreme Southeastern, 
Eastern Shore counties. Conditions for most crops, including tobacco, have 
worsened slightly from the previous week due to the lack of moisture. Corn 
harvest for both grain and silage remain ahead of schedule with many 
producers reporting that they began harvest early this year in preparation for 
Hurricanes Bonnie, Earl. Soybean progress continued to advance ahead of 
schedule as well. Cotton bolis are opening early this year and a few 





producers reported that the cotton crop may be ready to harvest slightly 
earlier than usual. Fruit producers reported early ripening due to hot, dry 
conditions. Summer apple, peach harvest are winding down with fall apple 
harvest beginning in some areas. Many livestock producers throughout the 
State have started to market cattle earlier than usual due to poor, dry pastures 
and dwindling water supplies. Fall forage prospects appear bleak in some 
areas. Other activities for the past week included spraying, harvesting 
tobacco, scouting, spraying cotton, peanuts, cultivating, harvesting 
vegetables, as well as, other general fieldwork. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 8% very short, 
60% short; 32% adequate. Subsoil 3% very short, 48% short, 49% 
adequate. Spring wheat 98% harvested, 98% 1997, 91% avg. Potatoes 
20% harvested, 29% 1997, 24% avg.; 14% fair, 82% good, 4% excellent. 
Wheat, barley harvests were completed, winter wheat seeding was in full 
swing with some central areas reporting 50% emerged, in good condition. 
Dry pea harvest was completed, dry bean harvest underway. Mint harvest 
continued. Hay, other roughage supplies, 55% adequate, 45% surplus. 
Silage harvest continued, 4th cutting alfalfa hay production was underway. 
Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 26% poor, 40% fair, 29% good. Very 
warm conditions returned, producers were concerned about sunburn in fruit 
and low acid in grapes. Gala apple harvest was completed in central areas 
with Yellow Delicious apple harvest underway. In western areas blueberry, 
blackberry harvests continued with good yields, quality reported. Vegetable 
harvests continued, dry conditions required growers to maintain irrigation 
programs. Hop harvest continued, flower bulb planting was underway. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 12% 
very short, 50% short, 38% adequate. Apple condition 17% poor, 75% fair, 
8% good. Crop conditions declined from lack of moisture and above average 
temperatures. Most areas of the State were still in need of rain. Weather 
conditions favorable for apple harvest. Hay 10% poor, 46% fair, 40% good, 
4% excellent; 2nd cut 90%, 81% 1997, 82% avg.; Hay 3” cut 39%, 27% 
1997, 46% avg. Dry weather conditions conducive to hay harvesting. Corn 
condition 5% poor, 40% fair, 53% good, 2% excellent; Corn silked 95%, 
100% 1997, 100% avg.; Corn doughing 73%, 86% 1997, 85% avg.; corn 
dent 40%, 32% 1997; Corn maturing 15%, 4% 1997, 27% avg. Producers 
busy harvesting corn silage. Soybean 1% poor, 43% fair, 56% good; 96% 
bloomed, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 87% podding, 95% 1997, 97% avg.; 34% 
dropping leaves, 41% 1997. Tobacco 11% poor, 61% fair, 28% good; 
topped 80%, 99% 1997, 99% avg. Some fields were being harvested. Cattle 
26% fair, 68% good, 5% excellent. Some reports of pink eye. Sheep 33% 
fair, 62% good, 5% excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 6% very short, 
33% short, 58% adequate, 3% surplus. Soybeans leaves turning 50%, 20% 
1997, 18% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 13% fair, 48% good, 34% excellent. 
Third crop hay harvested 85%, 50% 1997, 48% avg. Fourth crop hay 
harvested 19%. Corn for silage harvested 15%, 0% 1997, 1% avg. 
Soybeans, corn are maturing ahead of schedule by about 10 days compared 
to past years. Although yields are expected to be excellent statewide, many 
county AG agents in the northern part of the State were pessimistic about 
these two crops due to lack of precipitation. This is especially true for those 
crops planted on sandy soil. There were also several comments about 
soybean fields containing too many weeds. Hay is reported to be of good 
quality, but quantities were down where there was low precipitation. Pears, 
apples, and potatoes were being harvested, these crops were reported to be 
very good. Tobacco harvest was reported to be ahead of schedule. Pasture 
feed 4% very poor, 9% poor, 31% fair, 44% good, 12% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 13% very short, 51% 
short, 36% adequate. Winter wheat planted 38%, 37% 1997, 39% avg. 
Barley harvested 85%, 84% 1997, 83% avg. Oats harvested 81%, 68% 
1997, 65% avg. Spring wheat harvested 88%, 78% 1997, 72% avg. Corn 
dented 68%, 76% 1997, 48% avg. Dry beans leaves turning 89%, 98% 
1997, 94% avg.; windrowed 37%, 52% 1997, 52% avg.; combined 4%, 17% 
1997, 19% avg. Alfalfa second cutting 81%, 84% 1997, 83% avg.; 3rd 
cutting 17%, 5% 1997, 13% avg. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% 
poor, 37% fair, 46% good, 5% excellent. Dry bean 1% poor, 29% fair, 70% 
good. Corn 7% poor, 14% fair, 72% good, 7% excellent. Sugar beet 13% 
fair, 86% good, 1% excellent. Cattle, calves 95% good, 5% excellent. 
Sheep, lambs 96% good, 4% excellent. Lamb 96% good, 4% excellent. Hot, 
dry weather depleting topsoil moisture supplies, degrading range, pasture 
conditions. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





August 30 - September 5, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Continued wet weather in northern Russia likely 
caused further delays in small grain harvesting and winter grain 
planting. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Several days of unseasonably warm, dry weather 
helped spring grain harvesting in Kazakstan. 


EUROPE: Showers continued to slow small grain harvesting in the 
north but favored immature summer crops and emerging winter 
oilseeds. 


AUSTRALIA: Heavy rain developed over New South Wales late in 
the week, possibly causing localized damage to winter grains. 


SOUTH ASIA: Sunny skies over western India aided oilseed and 
cotton development as flooding persisted in eastern rice areas. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers boosted moisture supplies in 
Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines, but drier weather was needed 
for filling rice. 


EASTERN ASIA: Drier weather favored filling to maturing summer 
crops in the North China Plain, while additional heavy rain caused 


further flooding and possible rice damage in northern Japan. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain was needed to moisten dry topsoils in 
portions of central Argentina. 


MEXICO: Showers continued to benefit corn across the Southern 
Plateau Corn Belt. 


CANADA: Prairie crop harvests progressed at a near-record pace. 














EUROPE 





Frequent showers (10-40 mm, with local amounts in excess of 40 mm) 
continued to fall from England eastward across the Benelux countries 
and Germany. The precipitation favored immature summer crops and 
emerging winter oilseeds but slowed small grain harvesting. 
Widespread rain (10-50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) 
fell from southern France eastward into northern Italy, slowing corn 
and sunflower harvesting. Mostly dry weather in Spain favored harvest 
activities. In eastern Europe, light showers (4-25 mm) continued to 
fall from Poland southward through the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
into Hungary, favoring immature summer crops and maintaining 
abundant topsoil moisture for winter grain planting. Farther south, 
light showers in southern Romania and northeastern Bulgaria arrived 
too late to help drought-stricken summer crops but increased topsoil 
moisture for upcoming winter wheat planting. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal in western Europe and 2 to 4 
degrees C below normal in eastern Europe. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





In Russia, small grain harvesting continued to progress slowly in the 
north (Central Region, parts of the Central Black Soils Region, and the 
Volga Vyatsk), hampered by cold, wet weather. Rainfall in these areas 
ranged from 10 to 50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm. In 
addition, the wet weather likely slowed winter grain planting. Farther 
south, light showers (3-19 mm, with local amounts in excess of 20 
mm) and cool weather prevailed from Ukraine eastward into southern 
Russia (North Caucasus, southern Black Soils Region, and the lower 
Volga Valley), slowing summer crop maturation but boosting topsoil 
moisture for winter wheat planting. Additional rain will be needed in 
upcoming weeks in Ukraine and southern Russia for proper seed 
germination and plant establishment. Elsewhere, drier weather in the 
Baltics and Belarus favored spring grain harvesting and planting of the 
1999 winter grain crop. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees 
C below normal in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltics, and Belarus. The first 
freeze of the season (0 to -2 degrees C) was observed in extreme 
northern areas of Russia. Although the freeze was about 10 days 
earlier than usual, it had little, if any, impact on maturing crops. 





FSU-NEW LANDS 





Spring grains were maturing over most of Russia and Kazakstan, with 
harvest activities occurring in southern areas. Several days of 
unseasonably warm, dry weather favored spring grain maturation and 
harvesting in Kazakstan and southern areas in Russia (southern Urals 
and the Altay Kray region). Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 6 
degrees C above normal in these areas. Farther north in Russia, cool, 
showery weather slowed spring grain maturation and harvesting. 
Moderate rain (22-45 mm) fell in northern areas of Western Siberia, 
with lesser amounts of precipitation (4-25 mm) observed in the 
northern Urals and southern areas of Western Siberia. Reports as of 
September 7 indicated that the harvest of spring grains and pulses, 
excluding corn, was about 52 percent complete compared with about 
64 percent last year. In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, the 
cotton harvest was just beginning in most areas. Hot, dry weather 
favored boll maturation and harvesting. 





CANADA 





Ideal harvest weather continued across the Prairies. Prolonged 
dryness, accompanied by temperatures averaging 3 to 4 degrees C 
above normal, favored drydown of grain and oilseeds while sustaining 
fieldwork at near-record paces. Provincial reports indicated that, as of 
last week, the quality of harvested crops has so far been relatively high. 
The reports also suggested that well over half of all Prairie crops had 
already been combined, with some areas over 90 percent done. 
However, the current dry spell has left topsoils too dry for proper 
germination of winter grains and substantial rain will be needed before 
winter temperatures become established. In eastern Canada, dry, 
seasonably warm weather aided corn and soybean maturation. 
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MEXICO 





Showers (10-80 mm) continued to provide adequate moisture for corn 
development across Southern Plateau Corn Belt. Light to moderate 
rain (30-80 mm) brought some drought relief to northeastern Mexico, 
increasing reservoir supplies. Heavier rain (100-225 mm) caused 
flooding in northern Veracruz. Minimal Hurricane Isis hit northern 
Sinaloa on September 3, with sustained winds of 65 knots (75 mph). 
Isis brought heavy rain (50-120 mm) to the coastal vegetable areas of 
northern Sinaloa and southern Sonora, causing local crop damage. The 
remnants of Isis brought beneficial widespread rain (12-50 mm) to 
southern Chihuahua and Sonora, increasing reservoir supplies. 





SOUTH AMERICA 





Mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) prevailed across much of central 
Argentina, where topsoils are becoming too dry for winter wheat 
establishment, especially in southern Buenos Aires. Heavier rain (30- 
60 mm) increased topsoil moisture for winter grains in central Santa 
Fe and Entre Rios. Minimum temperatures fell below freezing across 
southern Buenos Aires, burning back emerging winter wheat. 
According to reports as of August 28, winter wheat was 95 percent 
planted, compared with 94 percent last year. In southern Brazil, mostly 
dry weather favored winter wheat maturation and harvesting in Parana 
and Mato Grosso do Sul. In eastern Rio Grande do Sul and Santa 
Catarina, light to moderate rain (5-30 mm) aided vegetative to 
reproductive winter wheat. Light rain (less than 10 mm) increased soil 
moisture for early-season growth of coffee and citrus in northern Sao 
Paulo and southeastern Minas Gerais. Typically, coffee harvesting is 
complete by early September. 





EASTERN ASIA 











Mostly drier weather (5-15 mm, with scattered amounts greater than 
30 mm) prevailed across the North China Plain and Manchuria, aiding 
filling to maturing corn and soybeans. Heavier rain (30-50 mm) 
possibly caused additional river flooding in northern Manchuria 
(Heilongjiang). In the Yangtze Valley and southern China, widespread 
moderate showers (25-70 mm) stretched from the Sichuan Basin 
through Hunan and Jiangxi into Fujian. This rain aggravated flooding 
along the middle portion of the Yangtze River (Sichuan to Hunan), 
slowing recovery efforts. Across southern China, the showers boosted 
moisture supplies for late rice in Jiangxi, Zhejiang, and Fujian, which 
had been tending dry. Drier weather (less than 20 mm), however, 
prevailed across the northern tributaries of the Yangtze, easing 
flooding. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal across 
northern China and Manchuria and 2 to 4 degrees C below normal 
across southern China. Heavy rain (50-200 mm) again fell across 
northern Japan (northern Honshu), causing flooding and possibly 
damaging filling to maturing rice. This is the main rice-producing 
region of Japan, accounting for 50 to 60 percent of total rice 
production. Moderate rain (20-40 mm) maintained moisture supplies 
for filling grains in North Korea, and drier weather (less than 20 mm) 
eased flooding in South Korea. Temperatures averaged near normal 
across Japan and the Korean peninsula. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 





SOUTH ASIA 





Showers (25-100 mm) returned to Thailand, Vietnam, and the 
Philippines, boosting moisture supplies, but drier weather is needed for 
filling rice. Showers (10-80 mm) maintained moisture supplies for oil 
palm across peninsular Malaysia. In Java, showers (S-35 mm) 
continued to provide adequate moisture for second-crop rice and corn. 
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Mostly dry, warm weather returned to primary oilseed and cotton areas 
of western India, favoring crop development following last week’s 
beneficial rainfall. To the north and west, scattered showers (10-20 
mm) fell in Pakistan’s northern crop areas, but nearby locations in 
India were dry. The rainy season is nearing its end across the 
northwest, but at this point in the growing season, additional rain 
would likely be detrimental to maturing cotton and rice. In contrast, 
heavy rain (50-100 mm or more) continued throughout primary rice 
areas of eastern India and Bangladesh, worsening flooding. 
Bangladesh was again hard-hit by both inundating rain (100-300 mm 
or more) and inflow along the Ganges and Brahmaputra Rivers from 
neighboring sections of India. In southern India, moderate to heavy 
showers (25-50 mm or more) maintained favorable moisture levels for 
grains, oilseeds, and cotton in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
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AUSTRALIA 





Heavy rain (50-100 mm) developed late in the week over northern 
winter grain areas of New South Wales. Light to moderate rain (5-25 
mm or more) covered wheat and barley areas of southern Queensland, 
following last week’s drenching. In addition, locally heavy rain (S0- 
100 mm or more) threatened unharvested sugarcane in Queensland’s 
northern growing areas. Although long-term moisture is abundant for 
winter grains and sugarcane, the recent wetness in eastern agricultural 
districts has sparked concern for flooding, crop damage, and the 
potential appearance of disease and pest problems. Elsewhere, light 
to moderate rain (5-25 mm or more) swept across the winter grain belts 
of Western Australia and the southeast (South Australia, Victoria, and 
southern New South Wales), maintaining mostly favorable topsoil 
moisture reserves. Temperatures averaged 2 to 3 degrees C above 
normal across the east, boosting growth rates of grains ranging from 
the vegetative to filling stages of development. Seasonable 
temperatures in the west were also favorable. In New Zealand, rainfall 
was light (25 mm or less) throughout the main pasture areas. 
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‘Tropical Storm Frances 
GOES-8 IR 
Sept. 11, 1998 
12:15 p.m. C 














HIGHLIGHTS 
September 6 - 12, 1998 


Tv Storm Frances made landfall north of Corpus 
Christi, TX before dawn on September 11, producing 
torrential rainfall and flash flooding across parts of Louisiana 
and eastern Texas. Rain fell in the Delta cotton region, 
where bolls were mostly open, but excessive totals were 
confined to areas south and west of the main crop area. 
Although rainfall on the eastern Plains halted fieldwork, the 
moisture was welcomed for winter wheat planting and 
emergence. Only isolated showers dotted the western portion 
of the central and southern Plains, leaving topsoils 
unfavorably dry. Meanwhile, very warm, mostly dry weather 
prevailed in the northern Plains and Northwest, promoting 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
September 12, 1998 
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CROP MOISTURE: sieniitiodins 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 4 4 sof 2 a ™' } ; EXTREMELY DRY 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- : | 

TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 

WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON 


USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
September 12, 1998 


UPDATED BIWEEKLY 


DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
ORYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DiS- 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG- 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS. ..IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) 








DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
September 12, 1998 


(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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to -0.9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 
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2.0 to -2.9 MODERATE DROUGHT 
3.0 to -3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 
LOW -4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT 
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0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST ELL 
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U.S. Crop 
Production 


Highlights 
The following information was 
released by USDA's Agricultural 
Statistics Board on September 11, 
1998. Forecasts refer to September 
1. 


Corn grain production is forecast at 
9.74 billion bushels, up 2 percent (%) 
from last month and up 4% from 
1997. Yields are expected to average 
132.0 bushels per acre, up 2.0 
bushels from last month and up 5.0 
bushels from a year ago. If realized, 
this would be the second-largest 
production and the second-highest 
yield on record. Acreage for harvest 
is estimated at 73.8 million acres, 
unchanged from last month and 
virtually unchanged from 1997. 


All cotton production is forecast at 
13.6 million bales, down 5% from 
last month and 28% from 1997. 
Yield is expected to average 614 
pounds per harvested acre, down 66 
pounds from last year. Hot and dry 
conditions continued during the 
month in the Cotton Belt, which 
lowered yield potential. 


Soybean production is forecast at a 
record-high 2.91 billion bushels, up 
3% from August 1, and up 7% from 
last year's record of 2.73 billion 
bushels. The yield forecast, at 40.6 
bushels per acre, increased 1.1 
bushels from last month and is 1.6 
bushels above the 1997 final yield. If 
realized, this will be the second- 
highest yield on record, behind 41.4 
bushels in 1994. Acreage for harvest 
is estimated at a record 71.6 million 
acres, unchanged from August 1 but 
up 2% from 1997. 


All wheat production is placed at 
2.56 billion bushels, up 1% from the 
August forecast and 2% from 1997. 
The yield is forecast at 43.3 bushels 
per acre. This is up 0.3 bushels from 
last month and is a new record-high 
yield. 


Total Precipitation (inches) 
SEP 6 - 12, 1998 











Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 





SEP 6 - 12, 1998 
5 B/ 47,74 





3 





ay ay YANGY 
L4ha VN j 
WY COBY UAE a: 
Li] iS LKipe 


5 
Y 
MY 


Why 
0 Uf 


\. 


G | \d 7 
— Gop A 
ih) Aagy 
\een"s ef \ \ 


Y 
Zo, 
Ax 


p 0 
<< meg" - { 0 
\ , 
\ \ 7) \ ra CY 
~ wre 
cc. dae 
2 Sadi | aA 4 
Vv Wis yu 


‘a \ 
AN 





Other spring wheat production is forecast at 519 million bushels, up 2% from last month, 
but down 7% from last season. The final forecast of average yield is 34.9 bushels per acre, 0.7 
bushels higher than a month ago. Hard Red Spring production is up 2% from August at 467 
million bushels. White Spring production is down about 2% to 52 million bushels. 


Durum wheat production is forecast at 132 million bushels, up 4% from last month and 53% 
from 1997. This is the biggest durum crop since 1982. The yield is forecast at 36.8 bushels 
per acre, up 1.6 bushels from last month and second only to the 1992 record high. 


California Navel Oranges: Production for 1998-99 is forecast at 34.0 million boxes, down 
23% from last season's production of 44.0 million boxes. This initial forecast of the 1998-99 
season is based on an objective measurement survey conducted in California's Central Valley. 


Fruit set and size are considerably less than last season. Crop development was delayed by the 
wet, cool spring. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

fieldwork and crop development. Farther east, 
warm, dry conditions in the Corn Belt favored 
crop maturation and early harvesting. 


Weekly temperatures ranged from 5 to 15°F 
above normal on the northern and central 
Plains, resulting in many of the week's nearly 
six dozen daily-record highs. Meanwhile, cool 
air briefly overspread the Midwest and East, 
producing nearly two dozen daily-record lows 
from September 9-11. Weekly temperatures 
were as much as 5°F below normal in the 
central Appalachians. Late in the week, 
cooler air shifted into the Northwest, allowing 
hot weather to return to the East. 


On Sunday, the highest temperatures of the 
year-to-date were observed in several locations, 
including Binghamton, NY (90°F), Louisville, 
KY (96°F), and Nashville, TN (99°F). 
Meanwhile in Washington, streaks of 
September record-setting warmth ended at 6 
days (September 1-6) at or above 90°F in 
Spokane and 10 days (August 28 - September 
6) at or above 80°F in Seattle. Elsewhere on 
September 6, highs on the central Plains 
soared to 105°F in Hill City, KS and 102°F in 
Hastings, NE. 


A day later, a strong cold front swept through 
the Northeast, delivering beneficial rainfall but 
sparking severe weather. On the night of 
September 6-7, winds gusted to 89 mph in 
Rochester, NY. By Wednesday, daily-record 
lows were established in locations such as 
Bluefield, WV (41°F) and Cincinnati, OH 
(43°F). Gilbert, AR posted a low of 39°F the 


next morning. 


Hot weather persisted, however, across the 
remainder of the Nation. On Tuesday, Dallas- 
Ft. Worth, TX notched their fifth day of triple- 
digit heat this month and 56th this year, second 
only to 6 days in September 1951 and 69 days 
in 1980, respectively. In Wichita, KS, highs 
reached or exceeded 100°F on 5 consecutive 
days (September 3-7), tying their September 
record set in 1985. Farther north, Huron, SD 
recorded 100°F on Wednesday, their first 
triple-digit maximum since August 27, 1991. 
As hot weather returned to the Midwest and 
East toward week's end, a September-record 
high was tied in Marquette, MI (92°F on 
Friday). In West Virginia, Bluefield logged a 
daily-record high (87°F on Saturday) less than 
60 hours after a daily-record low of 42°F. 


Frances came ashore between Port Aransas 
and Port O'Connor, packing 65 mph 
sustained winds. Rainfall in excess of 4 inches 
(with localized totals reaching 16 inches in 


Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
- 12, 1998 





e/ 





Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
SEP 6 - 12, 1998 








southern Louisiana) fell across eastern Texas, Louisiana, southern Mississippi, 
southwestern Arkansas, and southeastern Oklahoma. Even before Frances 
formed on September 6, and for several days after landfall, on-shore winds brought 
coastal flooding to parts of the western and central Gulf Coast. 


The remnants of Frances were responsible for ending a 31-day dry spell (August 12 - 
September 11) in Little Rock, AR, their longest since May-June 1977. In Louisiana, 
48-hour (September 9-11) rainfall reached 13.16 inches in New Orleans (Audubon 
Park). Galveston, TX netted 9.32 inches from September 9-12, 8.02 inches of which 
fell on Thursday. Brownsville, TX, which had received 4.43 inches during the first 
8 months of the year, collected 7.11 inches during the first 12 days of September, 
including a daily-record total (4.53 inches) on Wednesday. 


Dry pockets persisted in parts of the East, however, as Charleston, WV notched a 
25th consecutive day (August 19 - September 12) without measurable rain. In 
Kentucky, August 10 - September 12, rainfall totaled only 0.17 inches in Louisville 
and 0.09 inches in Lexington. Despite 0.46 inches in Dallas-Ft. Worth from 
Frances’ remnants, June 12 - September 13 (94-day) rainfall stood at only 0.92 
inches. In Wichita, 30-day (August 15 - September 13) rainfall totaled 1.49 inches, 
a streak during which highs exceeded 90°F on the first 24 days. 


In Las Vegas, NV, measurable rain fell on 7 of the first 12 days of the month, totaling 
1.29 inches and representing their fourth-highest September precipitation on record. 
On Wednesday, Winnemucca, NV received 1.04 inches, their greatest single-day 
total in September. During the week, more than 2 inches of rain soaked parts of 
northern Arizona and southern Utah. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending September 12, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 12, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 12, 1998 
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NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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Summer Weather Review | 





Highlights: Although Tropical Storm Charley eased or ended 
long-term dryness in parts of southern Texas and caused severe 
flooding near the Del Rio, TX area in late August, drought 
stretched into a sixth month in a broad region centered on the Red 
River (Texas-Oklahoma border). Drought also persisted in the 
Southeast, despite limited improvement during July and August. 
In the Northwest, nearly forgotten amid heat and dryness in the 
South, very hot weather prevailed. Warm weather finally arrived 
in the West, including California's Central Valley, during July, 
promoting crop development after a very cool, wet spring. 
Meanwhile in the Midwest, nearly ideal temperatures and soil 
moisture helped corn and soybeans through reproductive and 
filling phases with little stress. A few areas across the Nation's 
northern tier remained unfavorably dry, especially in the upper 
Great Lakes region, and drought developed in parts of the Mid- 
Atlantic States as summer progressed. In late August, Hurricane 
Bonnie grazed eastern North Carolina and southeastern Virginia 
with heavy rain, high winds, and rough surf. 


June: Very cool weather continued in the West, accompanied by 
unseasonably wet conditions, severely delaying crop development. 
Heavy rain in the Midwest, Ohio Valley, and Northeast caused 
some lowland flooding but provided ample moisture for 
developing crops. In contrast, drought intensified under a hot, dry 
regime from eastern New Mexico to the southern Atlantic Coast. 
Wildfires spread quickly in parts of Florida, becoming especially 
severe in east-central parts of the State. 


In California, where temperatures ranged from 2 to 8°F below 
normal in inland areas, drier weather finally arrived early in 


the month. Monthly temperatures also averaged more than 2°F 
below normal across the Great Basin, northern Plains, upper 
Midwest, and northern Rockies, with departures reaching -8°F in 
the latter region. In contrast, monthly temperatures ranged from 
2 to 6°F above normal from the southern Plains into the 
Southeast. 


July: Punishingly hot, dry weather gripped a five-State area from 
eastern New Mexico to parts of Arkansas and Louisiana. In the 
Southeast, however, increased rainfall and slightly cooler weather 
eased crop stress and gradually suppressed the wildfire threat. 
Farther north, Midwestern temperature and rainfall patterns 
remained very favorable for corn and soybeans entering and 
progressing through reproduction, although some dry pockets 
developed in the northern Corn Belt. Portions of the Mid-Atlantic 
States turned unfavorably dry and occasionally hot. Meanwhile in 
the West, a mid-month break in seasonal shower (monsoonal) 
activity permitted a spell of very hot weather to take hold. The 
heat briefly expanded across the Central States, especially from 
July 11-20. Later in the month, frequent thunderstorms developed 
on the central Plains, boosting soil moisture after the hot 
weather. 


Monthly temperatures averaged 3 to 7°F above normal in the 
South Central States’ drought area, but were within 2°F of normal 
in the Corn Belt. Departures reached +6°F in the Northwest and 
ranged from 0 to +4°F in the northern Plains and the Southeast. 
Near-normal temperatures prevailed elsewhere. 


August: A complete summary appeared in last week's Bulletin. 
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Summer Average Temperature (°F) 
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September 7 - 13, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Rains from Tropical Storm Frances reached the 
western Gulf Coast at midweek, halting harvest and 
other fieldwork. In eastern Texas and the Mississippi 
Delta, late-season crops benefited from the rains, but 
severe flooding caused considerable damage in low- 
lying areas. in the Corn Belt, warm, dry weather 
promoted rapid drying of crops and harvest activity 
began. Late- developing fields in the driest areas of the 


Corn Belt remained stressed by dry conditions. Across 
the northern Great Plains and Pacific Northwest, dry 
weather allowed small grain harvest to approach 
completion and aided fall tillage and seeding 
operations. in the central and southern Great Plains, 
fall tillage continued, but dry soils forced most growers 


to delay planting. Crop development in the Southwest 
continued to lag. 





Corn: Above-normal temperatures across most of the Corn 
Belt and Great Plains continued to promote rapid development 
and dry down. Corn in the dent stage or beyond advanced to 93 
percent and over half of the crop has reached maturity. 
Nationally, progress in both stages remained a week or more 
ahead of normal, and 2 weeks ahead of the average across most 
of the northern Com Belt. Development lagged behind normal 
along the Atlantic Coast. Dry weather stressed developing 
fields in the Corn Belt and Great Plains, but also allowed 
harvest progress to double, to 8 percent. Harvest was most 
active along the Ohio and middle Mississippi River Valleys, 
with progress as much as 2 weeks ahead of normal. 


Soybeans: Thirty-eight percent of the Nation’s soybeans 
were dropping leaves, up from 13 percent the previous week 
and well ahead of the 19 percent average pace. Development 
was especially rapid across the northern Corn Belt, where 
leaves were dropping at twice the normal pace. Harvest was 2 
percent complete, with progress just beginning in the Corn Belt 
and northern Mississippi Delta. Farmers made rapid progress 
in the lower Mississippi Delta until heavy rains from Tropical 
Storm Frances halted progress late in the week. Hot, dry 
weather stressed fields in the Southeast and Ohio Valley, while 
diseases caused isolated damage in the Corn Belt. 


Cotton: Bolls were opening on 62 percent of the Nation’s 
cotton fields, nearly 1 week ahead of the normal pace of 53 
percent. In Oklahoma, progress of bolls opening more than 
doubled, and was more than 3 times than the normal pace. 
Harvest was also ahead of the 5-year average at 12 percent. 
Progress was most advanced in Texas, but was also ahead of 
normal in most of the Gulf Coast States. Late-week rain halted 
progress in Texas and the lower Mississippi Valley. Growers 
in the southern Great Plains, Mississippi Delta, and South- 
east were applying defoliants to prepare fields for harvest. 


Development continued to lag up to 3 weeks behind normal in 
the Southwest. Lack of moisture stressed cotton in the 
Southeastern States. 


Winter wheat: Dry weather in the Great Plains and Pacific 
Northwest provided good conditions to prepare fields for 
planting winter wheat. However, planting fell slightly behind 
the 5-year average, as growers in parts of the central and 
southern Great Plains and eastern Corn Belt waited for rain to 
replenish soil moisture. Seeding progress continued at a rapid 
pace in Washington and the northern Great Plains, where soil 
moisture was adequate to germinate seeds. Three percent of the 


crop had emerged due to rapid emergence in South Dakota and 
Washington. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 48 percent complete, as activity 
shifted from the western Gulf Coast region to inland 
Mississippi Delta rice-producing areas. Late-week rain halted 
harvest but provided much-needed moisture for second growth 
stubble. Harvest was just beginning in the San Joaquin Valley. 


Sorghum: Sorghum coloring reached 90 percent, more than 
1 week ahead of the 78 percent average for this date. Harvest 
was active in the Mississippi Delta States until late-week rains 
from Tropical Storm Frances moved inland from the Gulf 
Coast. Late-planted fields in the southern Great Plains and 
lower Mississippi Valley benefited from the moisture. 


Peanuts: The peanut harvest accelerated, but remained 
behind the 9 percent normal pace. Texas growers made good 
progress until tropical storms halted activity late in the week. 
Major peanut-producing States in the Southeast and along the 
Atlantic Coast were dry, but hard ground impeded harvest in 
many areas. White mold continued to infect fields, especially 
in Florida. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending September 13, 1998 
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Rice Percent Harvested 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Corn Percent Dented 
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Peanuts Percent Harvested 
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Soybeans Crop Condition by 
Percent 
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Rice Crop Condition by Percent 


Week Ending September 13, 1998 
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State Agricultural Summaries _ 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil moisture 48% very 
short, 32% short, 20% adequate. Dry conditions prevailed over most of the 
State. Overnight temperatures dropped in many areas. Cotton bolis opened 
62%, 22% 1997, 33% avg. Soybeans setting pods 97%, 89% 1997, 89% 
avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 22%, 16% 1997, 17% avg. Peanuts dug 
14%, 29% 1997, 24% avg. Cotton 6% very poor, 10% poor, 50% fair, 32% 
good, 2% excellent. Soybean 5% very poor, 36% poor, 30% fair, 26% good, 
3% excellent. Peanut 1% very poor, 10% poor, 61% fair, 25% good, and 3% 
excellent. Livestock 1% very poor, 6%, poor, 53% fair, 37% good, 3% 
excellent. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 35% poor, 44% fair, 13% good. Some 
cotton was defoliated. Soybean pod filling was affected by dry weather. 
Hard ground caused by lack of rainfall impeded peanut harvest in many 
areas. Cattlemen prepared ground for fall forage crops. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 100% adequate. 
Subsoil 25% short, 75% adequate. Continued favorable conditions across 
the Tanana, Matanuska Valleys allowed fall harvests to advance. Daytime 
high temperatures ranged mostly in the upper 50's degrees Fahrenheit to 
low-60's. However, some highs in the upper 40's reported at week’s end. 
Barley crop 70% harvested. Oats crop 10% harvested. Wind, rain damage 
to crops, 95% none, 5% light. Commercial potato crop 50% harvested. 
Second-crop hay, 35% harvested. Winter hay supplies, 35% short, 65% 
adequate. Other vegetable harvests started to decline. 





ARIZONA: Cotton bolls opening was 80%, 93% 1997, 95% avg. The crop 
is catching up a little but is still roughly 1-2 weeks behind normal. Cotton 
condition improved a little from the previous week. Some reporters are 
indicating cotton boll rot has appeared in some fields. With the increased 
amount of rain this summer, weeds are also causing some management 
problems. Condition 6% poor, 38% fair, 29% good, 27% excellent. Alfalfa 
harvest activity was reported as 5% not being harvested, 36% light, 38% 
moderate, 8% active, 13% finished. Alfalfa condition declined from the 
previous week. Condition was reported as 1% poor, 7% fair, 70% good, 22% 
excellent. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 9% poor, 27% fair, 51% good, 
11% excellent. Central area growers continued harvesting cantaloupes, 
watermelons while gala apples were harvested by eastern areas growers last 
week. Western areas citrus producers harvested lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 50% very 
short, 42% short, 8% adequate. Tropical Storm Francis moved north from 
the Gulf across State 11th bringing abundant rain to southern areas; 
amounts in excess of 3 inches were common. Rain, clouds broke the hot, 
dry summer of 1998. Cooler weather improved working conditions 
throughout the week; however, crops have sustained their earlier-than-normal 
progress due to the hot, dry conditions that prevailed during the crop’s earlier 
development stages. Main farming activities included starting the soybean, 
cotton harvest, continuing the rice, sorghum harvest, finishing the corn 
harvest. Other farm activities included defoliating cotton, irrigating late- 
variety soybeans, treating soybeans for insects, spraying pastures for 
armyworms, harvesting hay, bush hogging pastures. Dry weather has had 
an adverse effect on pasture conditions; as a result, some producers 
continue to feed hay to their herds. In addition, fall cattle herds are calving, 
some calves are being weaned. Cattle were also treated for external 
parasites and were reported in fair condition statewide. Corn 8% very poor, 
19% poor, 45% fair, 25% good, 3% excellent. Alfalfa 8% very poor, 32% 
poor, 37% fair, 23% good, 0% excellent. Other hay 24% very poor, 32% poor, 
31% fair, 13% good. Range, pasture feed 32% very poor, 31% poor, 29% 
fair, 8% good. 





CALIFORNIA: _ Field activities progressed normally despite light rain in 
some areas. Ground preparation for fall seeded small grain crops continued. 
Harvest of corn for grain and silage remained active in the San Joaquin and 
Sacramento Valleys. Rice harvest began on a limited basis in the 
Sacramento Valley. Cotton bolis were opening in a few fields in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Excessive heat was still causing some cotton plants to shed 
bolls. Cotton growers were actively spraying for aphids, lygus, mites, worms 





and whiteflies. Seed alfalfa, sugar beet harvests were ongoing in the San 
Joaquin, Imperial Valleys. Safflower harvest was winding down in the 
Sacramento Valley, while sunflower harvest was in full swing. Alfalfa, sugar 
beets were treated for armyworms. New crop sugarbeets were planted, 
bermuda grass seed was harvested in the Imperial Valley. Alfalfa, sudan 
grass were Cut for hay or greenchopped. San Joaquin Valley flame seedless, 
red globe, fantasy seedless grapes were actively harvested for fresh 
consumption. French colombard grapes were harvested for wine. Thompson 
seediess variety grapes were picked for fresh, raisin, wine uses. About one- 
half of the grape crop intended for raisin use has been harvested, placed on 
open trays. Less than 10% have been rolled, 1% picked up. Rain caused 
sand to be embedded in drying grapes. Growers remain concerned about low 
sugar levels, bunch rot. Late-variety stone fruit picking continued. Gala, 
Granny Smith apple picking was active. Fig harvesting continued. Bartlett 
pear picking was active in Lake, Mendicino Counties. Asian pear picking was 
also active in the San Joaquin Valley. The prune harvest continued. 
Growers were concerned about fruit quality. Almond harvesting activity 
continued to increase. Walnut harvest was underway. Valencia orange 
harvest continued at a slow pace. New crop navel oranges were maturing, 
small sized fruit. Lemon, grapefruit picking continued. Strawberries were 
being planted, blossoms were seen in some fields. Fresh market, 
processing tomato harvest continued throughout the San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys. Late blight persisted in several areas. Cauliflower, 
broccoli plants were progressing normally. Cabbage, carrot planting 
continued in the San Joaquin Valley. Honeydew, cantaloupe harvests 
continued in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Watermelon harvesting 
continued in the Sacramento Valley. Ground was being prepared for winter 
onions in the imperial Valley. San Joaquin Valley late pumpkin, squash 
crops were progressing well. Fall melons were still being treated for whitefly 
in the Imperial Valley. Insect pressure remained high throughout State major 
agricultural regions. Other vegetables harvested included bell peppers, 
sweet potatoes, eggplant, green onions, okra, processing onions, garlic, 
sweet com, green beans, various herbs, cucumbers, carrots, beets, squash, 
radishes, exotic . Native pasture, rangeland were in good to fair 
condition over much of the State, with plenty of dry feed, adequate stockwater 
available. Supplemental feeding was necessary in a few areas. Irrigated 
pastures were in excellent condition. Low elevation range vegetation were 
very dry, fire danger was extreme. High temperatures contributed to livestock 
stress. Bees continued pollinating late-season melons. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 35% short, 55% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 26% short, 65% adequate 1% surplus. Continued hot, dry days with 
cooling nighttime temperatures have favored final maturity, early harvest of 
late-season crops. Spring barley 96% harvested, 97% 1997, 88% avg. Oats 
89% harvested, 96% 1997, 82% avg. Dry onions 63% harvested, 75% 1997, 
64% avg. Sugar beets 4% fair, 66% good, 30% excellent. Summer potatoes 
73% harvested, 63% 1997, 62% avg. Fall potatoes 19% harvested, 13% 
1997, 12% avg.; 2% poor, 7% fair, 40% good, 51% excellent. Dry beans 
63% cut, 51% 1997, 52% avg.; 30% threshed, 33% 1997, 34% avg.; 1% 
poor, 29% fair, 49% good, 21% excellent. Alfalfa 61% 3rd cutting, 53% 
1997, 49% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 21% fair, 61% good, 14% excellent. 
Spring wheat 72% harvested, 59% 1997, 67% avg. Pasture feed, range 
feed in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 49% short, 48% adequate. Subsoil moisture 38% short, 62% 
adequate. Soybeans 83% setting pods, 79% 1997, 88% avg.; 25% turned, 
12% 1997, 17% avg.; 8% shedding leaves, 5% 1997, 6% avg.; 10% poor, 
34% fair, 48% good, 8% excellent. Field corn 85% dent, 80% 1997, 90% 
avg.; 45% mature, 28% 1997, 47% avg.; 18% combined, 6% 1997, 11% 
avg.; 4% very poor, 24% poor, 38% fair, 30% good, 4% excellent. Silage 60% 
harvested, 58% 1997, 65% avg. 53% harvested, 60% 1997, 48% 
avg.; 2% poor, 12% fair, 75% good, 11% excellent. Sorghum 45% turning 
color, 32% 1997, 39% avg.; 8% mature, 0% 1997, 10% avg.; 5% poor, 40% 
fair, 55% good condition. Sweet corn 82% harvested, 94% 1997, 97% avg. 
Watermelions 81% harvested, 92% 1997, 96% avg. Cucumbers 83% 





18 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


September 15, 1998 





harvested, 98% 1997, 98% avg. Cantaloupe 84% harvested, 90% 1997, 
97% avg. Snap beans 80% harvested, 82% 1997, 89% avg. Lima beans 
55% harvested, 71% 1997, 58% avg. Tomatoes 81% picked, 90% 1997, 
94% avg. Alfalfa hay 45% 4th cutting, 34% 1997, 36% avg. Other hay 90% 
3rd cutting, 96% 1997, 78% avg.; 35% 4th cutting, 15% 1997, 7% avg. Hay 
supplies 20% short, 80% adequate. Pasture feed 27% poor, 31% fair, 42% 
good. Activities: Continued harvesting of fruits, vegetables, harvesting grain 
corn. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil Panhandle adequate, other areas of State mostly 
adequate, scattered areas short or surplus. Haying active. Tobacco 
marketing active. Fall armyworms serious pest in hay fields. White mold a 
serious problem in many peanut fields. Sugarcane planting started. Ten 
percent of peanut acreage for nuts harvested. Peanut fair 73%, good 27%. 
Most southern Peninsula growers irrigated young plants to maintain proper 
moisture levels for growth, fruit development. A slow, cold front provided 
moisture in most citrus areas, some irrigation continues. New growth showed 
on most trees. New crop fruit making good progress in well-cared-for groves, 
low maintenance groves have some yellowing foliage, fruit of varying sizes. 
Harvest for 1998-99 season progressing slowly. Packers moving white, 
colored grapefruit. Caretakers cutting cover crops, fertilizing, spraying, 
pushing dead trees, burning trash. Pasture feed fair 15%, good 75%, 
excellent 10%. Condition of cattle fair 25%, good 70%, excellent 5%. 
Armyworms serious pest, considerable loss to pasture in Panhandle, 
northern counties. Permanent pastures in central counties and Peninsula 
County made good growth under favorable moisture conditions. West- 
central grass growth slowed seasonally. Cattle, calves in fair to good 
condition, statewide. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 12% very short, 
27% short, 58% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 37% very poor, 29% poor, 23% 
fair, 10% good, 1% excellent; 86% harvested for grain, 77% 1997, 77% avg. 
Cotton 14% very poor, 20% poor, 34% fair, 27% good, 5% excellent; 68% 
bolls open, 42% 1997, 59% avg.; 7% harvested, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Hay 9% 
very poor, 20% poor, 40% fair, 29% good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 7% very 
poor, 13% poor, 32% fair, 39% good, 9% excellent; 10% dug, 21% 1997, 
26% avg.; 5% threshed, 12% 1997, 14% 1997. Rye 3% planted, 3% 1997, 
2% avg. Sorghum 10% very poor, 21% poor, 38% fair, 30% good, 1% 
excellent; 47% harvested for grain, 30% 1997, 36% avg. Soybeans 27% very 
poor, 21% poor, 36% fair, 16% good; 98% setting pods, 96% 1997, 96% 
avg.; 29% dropping leaves, 26% 1997, 20% avg. Tobacco 3% very poor, 
11% poor, 52% fair, 33% good, 1% excellent, 86% harvested, 100% 1997, 
98% avg. Apples 8% very poor, 16% poor, 29% fair, 46% good, 1% 
excellent; 43% harvested, 48% 1997, 40% avg. Pecans 14% very poor, 25% 
poor, 34% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Pasture feed 10% very poor, 20% 
poor, 43% fair, 24% good, 3% excellent. Soil moisture levels mostly 
adequate across the State. Northwestern areas still dry and in need of rain. 
Heat stress becoming evident in pastures, hay fields as some cattlemen are 
feeding hay. Fall armyworm infestation continues to cause moderate to 
severe damage on pastures, hay fields. Spraying is still active. Cotton 
harvest is underway. Defoliating efforts are active. Other activities included 
irrigating, harvesting cotton, peanuts; planting of fall vegetables, mowing, 
raking, baling hay. 





HAWAII: Typical trade wind weather had variable effect on agriculture. 
Windward areas beneficial mix of sunshine, light to moderate showers. 
Leeward areas mostly sunny, dry. Heaw irrigation ensured normal crop 
progress. Certain areas remain parched, need of rain. Overall crop progress 
was mostly fair. Banana, papaya harvesting remain steady. Weather mostly 
beneficial for orchards. Head cabbage in fair to good condition. Harvesting 
is very active, of good quality. Tomato harvesting at peak from Hawaii island. 
Sweet corn harvesting active, but roadside sales are slower than normal. 
Ginger root benefited from recent weather. Harvesting of 1997/98 crop 
slowing. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil moisture 1% surplus, 56% 
adequate, 39% short, 4% very short. Late-week thunderstorms slow harvest 
across State. Potatoes smaller than normal due to heat stress, wet spring. 
Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 68%, 1997 53%, avg. 47%. Irrigation supply 31% 
excellent, 61% good, 7% fair, 1% poor. Lentils harvested 96%, 1997 65%, 
68% avg. Dry beans harvested 21%, 1997 27%, 34% avg. Oats harvested 
88%, 1997 74%, 74% avg. Onions harvested 21%, 1997 35%, 36% avg. 
Hops harvested 55%, 1997 56%, 61% avg. Peaches harvested 72%, 1997 
85%, 82% avg. Prunes, plums harvested 30%, 1997 75%, 63% avg. Apples 
harvested 9%, 1997 14%, 11% avg. Potato vines dead/killed 34%, 1997 





60%, 64% avg.; harvested 8%, 1997 9%, 9% avg. Sweet corn harvested 
70%, 1997 75%, 78% avg. Corn harvested for silage 10%, 1997 21%, 17% 
avg. Corn harvested for grain 1%, 1997 1%, 0% avg. Barley harvested 94%, 
1997 83%, 82% avg. Spring wheat harvested 95%, 1997 86%, 80% avg. 
Activities: Applying fungicides to combat late blight, finishing up cereal grain, 
lentil harvest, harvesting potatoes, hay, dry beans, oats, onions, hops, sweet 
corn, peaches, preparing equipment for sugar beet harvest. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil moisture 17% very 
short, 49% short, 33% adequate, 1% surplus. Both the corn, soybean crops 
are continuing to progress quickly with the help of last week’s warm, dry 
weather. Farmers started harvesting both corn, soybeans. However, due to 
some of the soybeans being planted late this spring, they will be somewhat 
behind corn this year. The concern for sudden death syndrome has 
lessened as a result of dry weather, maturation of the crop. Activities for last 
week included hauling grain, mowing roadsides, preparing equipment for 
harvest. Corn dough 98%, 95% 1997, 96% avg. Soybeans turning yellow 
59%, 49% 1997, 46% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 92%, 83% 1997, 82% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 23% very 
short, 51% short, 26% adequate. Subsoil moisture 18% very short, 41% 
short, 41% adequate. Corn, soybean harvests got underway across the 
State this past week. Crops are continuing to mature ahead of average due 
to warmer-than-normal temperatures, lack of rainfall. Tobacco harvest 63% 
complete, 19% 1997, 50% avg. Range, pasture feed 7% very poor, 20% 
poor, 42% fair, 26% good, 5% excellent. Activities: Harvesting corn, 
soybeans, baling alfalfa, harvesting tobacco, mowing lots, roadsides, caring 
for livestock, preparing equipment for fall harvest. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture very short 10%, 
short 31%, adequate 57%, surplus 2%. Subsoil moisture very short 6%, 
short 24%, adequate 66%, surplus 4%. Harvest underway. Crops maturing 
rapidly, but dry conditions may be stressing plants. Some reports of green 
snap. 1998 row crops: Corn dent stage 96%, 80% 1997, 74% avg.; corn 
acreage mature 65%, 20% 1997, 26% avg.; corn acreage harvested 3%, 0% 
1997, 1% avg. Corn 2% very poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 45% good, 23% 
excellent. Isolated cases of brown stem rot, cyst nematode. Soybeans leaves 
turning color 80%, 65% 1997, 51% avg.; soybeans leaves dropping 34%, 
17% 1997, 16% avg.; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 20% fair, 47% good, 26% 
excellent. Lack of rain hard on pastures, hay. Third-crop alfalfa harvested 
77%, 82% 1997, 72% avg. Livestock generally in good condition; calves 
being weaned; some pinkeye; flies very bad for cattle,calves in some areas. 
Pasture feed 6% very poor, 15% poor, 32% fair, 36% good, 11% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 21% very 
short, 54% short, 25% adequate. Subsoil moisture 10% very short, 36% 
short, 53% adequate, 1% surplus. Wheat seeding delayed due to dry 
conditions. Fall harvest continues ahead of normal. Moisture would be 
welcomed across the State. Sunflowers ray flowers dry 93%; bracts yellow 
74%; mature 26%, 27% 1997; harvested 6%, 2% 1997. Sunflowers 1% very 
poor, 2% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 14% excellent. Alfalfa 4th cutting 74%, 
54% 1997, 49% avg. Major field activities were seeding, preparing for 
seeding, applying fertilizer, cutting hay, harvesting silage, harvesting grain. 
Pasture feed 2% very poor, 11% poor, 43% fair, 42% good, 2% excellent. 
Pasture, ponds need moisture to improve conditions. Stockwater 2% very 
short, 13% short, 84% adequate, 1% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 60% very 
short, 36% short, 4% adequate. Subsoil moisture 43% very short, 48% short, 
9% adequate. For week slightly above-normal temperatures statewide, rainfall 
0.74 in. below normal. Late tobacco, soybeans still need rain badly. Rain or 
cool damp mornings needed to slow curing process of tobacco, bring 
tobacco into case. Tobacco condition variable; most early set still epected 
to have high yields. Later set tobacco is suffering from heat, dry soils. Burley 
tobacco cut 78%, 42% 1997, 64% avg. Dark tobacco cut 76%, 59% 1997, 
73% avg. Tobacco in field 7% very poor, 30% poor, 36% fair, 23% good, 4% 
excellent. Hay 7% very poor, 25% poor, 44% fair, 23% good 1% excellent. 
Pasture feed 12% very poor, 39% poor, 40% fair, 9% good. Some feeding 
hay due to stressed pastures, water shortage is a concern. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil moisture 11% very short, 
21% short, 33% adequate, 35% surplus. Drought conditions were alleviated 
due to rain associated with Tropical Storm Frances. Corn 99% harvested, 
92% 1997, 92% avg. Cotton: defoilation was active. Harvest was halted on 
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11th by rain. Hay 75% final cutting, 94% 1997, 81% avg. Rice 99% ripe, 
93% 1997, 938% avg. Harvest moved at a brisk pace. Soybeans 85% turning 
color, 62% 1997, 54% avg. Group VI varieties were sprayed for worms, 
Stinkbugs. Harvest continued until rain came on 10th. Sugarcane 4% very 
poor, 20% poor, 23% fair, 34% good, 19% excellent; 60% planted, 76% 
1997, 61% avg. Planting gained momentum but was halted on 10th by heavy 
rain. Sweet potatoes 4% very poor, 10% poor, 50% fair, 36% good; 27% 
harvested, 32% 1997, 29% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 11% poor, 47% 
fair, 38% good, 2% excellent. Vegetables 17% very poor, 24% poor, 43% 
fair, 15% good, 1% excellent. Pastures: Rain should help boost pasture 
growth going into the winter months. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 23% very 
short, 46% short, 30% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 17% very 
short, 52% short, 29% adequate, 2% surplus. Field corn 6% very poor, 18% 
poor, 40% fair, 31% good, 5% excellent; 94% dough, 90% 1997, 95% avg.; 
80% dent, 67% 1997, 81% avg.; 51% mature, 21% 1997, 42% avg.; 15% 
combined, 3% 1997, 10% avg.; 45% harvested for silage, 37% 1997, 46% 
avg. Soybeans 18% very poor, 24% poor, 30% fair, 25% good, 3% excellent; 
24% have turned, 19% 1997, 24% avg.; 7% shedding leaves, 7% 1997, 9% 
avg. Sorghum 3% very poor, 35% poor, 46% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent; 
50% turned, 28% 1997, 48% avg. Tobacco 79% harvested, 83% 1997, 77% 
avg. Snap beans 92% harvested, 83% 1997, 91% avg. Lima beans 55% 
harvested, 44% 1997, 49% avg. Cucumbers 90% harvested, 100% 1997, 
98% avg. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 42% poor, 23% fair, 22% good, 2% 
excellent. Watermelons 94% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg. Apples 17% 
fair, 75% good, 8% excellent; 28% harvested, 27% 1997, 33% avg. Other 
hay 82% 3rd cutting harvested, 66% 1997, 66% avg.; 40% 4th cutting, 6% 
1997, 18% avg. Alfalfa hay 59% 4th cutting, 49% 1997, 57% avg. Hay 
supplies 2% very short, 25% short, 64% adequate, 9% surplus. Activities: 
Harvesting of grain corn and silage, reports of low silage yields due to dry 
weather, some harvesting of soybeans have begun on eastern shore. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 30% very 
short, 44% short, 26% adequate. Subsoil moisture 36% very short, 41% 
short, 23% adequate. Hay 3rd cutting 84%, 57% 1997, 56% avg.; 4th cutting 
20%, 5% 1997, 8% avg. Dry beans, mature 92%, 13% 1997, 28% avg.; 
harvested 33%, 2% 1997, 12% avg. Silage harvested 53%, 3% 1997, 13% 
avg. Soybeans, turning leaves 83%, 28% 1997, 48% avg.; mature 12%, 3% 
1997, 5% avg. Dry weather continued to encourage crop maturity. Only 
sugar beets, double cropped soybeans would benefit from additional rain. 
Dry bean harvest in full swing with problems of seeds shattering, splitting in 
drier areas. Corn harvest starting many areas. Grain moisture percentage 
in some areas in mid 20's . Due to dry summer, many farmers chopping 
corn originally intended for grain. Dry weather also affected sugarbeets by 
reducing weight gain. Rye planted for a cover crop was beginning to emerge. 
Potato harvest for the fresh market now has most going into storage. Fourth 
alfalfa cutting picked up in few areas that have had sufficient moisture. 
Ground being prepared for winter wheat planting. Normal to above normal 
temperatures, adequate moisture levels have matured vegetables earlier this 
year. Cucumber harvest continued with no significant problems. Snap bean 
harvest finished. Fall squash harvest continued. Pepper harvest was over 
50% complete with good quality. Pumpkin vines starting to mature. Sweet 
com harvest was complete on some fields, late varieties maturing. Tomato 
volume was decreasing as harvest was complete on many fields. Fruit 
insects, diseases continued largely in check. White apple leafhoppers a 
significant problem some regions. Stanley plum harvest continued 
northwest, west central. Jonathan apple harvest will start this week. Coloring 
of some apple varieties hampered by unseasonably high temperatures. 
Niagara grape harvest neared completion. Concord grape harvest will start 
this week. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 16% very 
short, 26% short, 57% adequate, 1% surplus. Soybeans 90% turning yellow, 
72% 1997, 60% avg.; 12% mature, 2% 1997, 3% avg. Sweet corn 93% 
harvested, 82% 1997, 76% avg. Potatoes 27% harvested, 24% 1997, 22% 
avg. Dry beans 75% harvested, 25% 1997, 26% avg. Rye 70% seeded, 
68% 1997, 54% avg. Winter wheat 66% seeded, 77% 1997, 59% avg. Flax 
51% harvested, 18% 1997, 23% avg. Sugar beets 3% harvested, 2% 1997, 
3% avg. Corn 76% silage cut, 12% 1997, 14% avg. Stubble plowed 67%, 
53% 1997, 46% avg. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 20% poor, 31% fair, 35% 
good, 3% excellent. Sugar beets 2% poor, 17% fair, 55% good, 26% 
excellent. Sunflowers 10% poor, 30% fair, 56% good, 4% excellent. Dry 
beans 1% very poor, 7% poor, 50% fair, 33% good, 9% excellent. Five 
consecutive weeks of above-normal temperatures, combined with 3 straight 





weeks of below-normal precipitation statewide, have caused major row crops 
to rapidly advance toward maturity. Corn, soybean harvest has started in 
some areas of the State. Corn is starting to get too dry to be cut for silage. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 24% very 
short, 42% short, 26% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 100% mature, 97% 
1997, 96% avg.; 89% harvested, 64% 1997, 56% avg.; 93% silage harvested 
93% 1997, 91% avg.; 11% very poor, 26% poor, 35% fair, 26% good, 2% 
excellent. Cotton 95% open bolis, 54% 1997, 75% avg.; 8% harvested, 3% 
1997, 4% avg.; 5% very poor, 13% poor, 35% fair, 42% good, 5% excellent. 
Rice 88% mature, 71% 1997, 76% avg.; 57% harvested, 30% 1997, 40% 
avy.; 5% poor, 28% fair, 52% good, 15% excellent. Sorghum 100% turning 
color, 96% 1997, 97% avg.; 92% mature, 87% 1997, 87% avg.; 70% 
harvested, 38% 1997, 54% avg.; 85% silage harvested, 66% 1997, 72% 
avg.; 21% poor, 57% fair, 22% good. Soybeans 81% turning color, 61% 
1997, 55% avg.; 55% shedding leaves, 38% 1997, 33% avg.; 17% 
harvested, 10% 1997, 10% avg.; 5% very poor, 22% poor, 34% fair, 34% 
good, 5% excellent. Sweet potatoes 25% harvested, 11% 1997, 31% avg.; 
2% very poor, 9% poor, 49% fair, 40% good. Wheat 2% planted, 2% 1997, 
1% avg. Peanuts 6% harvested, 9% 1997, 18% avg.; 3% poor, 31% fair, 
59% good, 7% excellent. Hay 95% harvested (warm season) 90% 1997, 94% 
avg. Cattle 3% very poor, 5% poor, 37% fair, 47% good, 8% excellent. 
Pasture feed 11% very poor, 22% poor, 37% fair, 27% good, 3% excellent. 
Activities: Many areas of the State received a much-needed rain. Corn 
harvest is nearing completion, winter wheat is starting to be planted. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 24% very 
short, 44% percent short, 30% adequate, 2% surplus. The most notable 
shortages continue in southwest with 100% short to very short, followed by 
northeast, south-central, southeast with 95%, 84%, 87% short to very short, 
respectively. Corn mature 75%, 55% 1997, 50% avg. Proportion of corn 
mature or harvested is 2 weeks ahead of normal. All corn is mature in the 
southwest and southeast, with over 75% harvested. Corn crop is least 
advanced in northeast at 39% mature, while other districts are over 70% 
mature. Progress for soybeans turning color, dropping leaves is about 4 
days ahead of last year and about a week ahead of normal. Soybean 
development by district is most advanced in the northern third of the State, 
ranging from 64% turning color in northeast to 74% in north-central. Least 
advanced is south-central, southeast at 25%, 37% turning color, respectively. 
Sorghum ripening is about 2 weeks ahead of normal when 79% was turning 
color, 34% mature. Sorghum harvest is 12 days ahead of the 7% average for 
this date. Rainfall past week avg 1.55 in., ranging from only minor amounts 
in east central, south-central, southeast to over 3 inches in north-central, 
nearly 5 in. west-central. Pasture feed 7% very poor, 25% poor, 36% fair, 
30% good, 2% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 31% very 
short, 51% short, 18% adequate. Subsoil moisture 30% very short, 51% 
short, 19% adequate. Conditions were again very hot, majority of the State 
received some amounts of precipitation. Spring wheat harvested 98%, 86% 
1997, 74% avg. Barley harvested 98%, 87% 1997, 75% avg. Oats 
harvested 98%, 84% 1997, 74% avg. Corn harvested for silage 57%, 35% 
1997, 28% avg. Dry beans harvested 63%, 54% 1997, 44% avg. Second- 
Cutting alfalfa 94%, 85% 1997, 85% avg. Sugar beets harvested 0%, 1% 
1997, 1% avg. Potatoes harvested 0%, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Range, pasture 
remains in mostly fair to poor condition. Lack of rain still causing a lot of 
stress to range conditions. Therefore, ranchers are moving cattle and sheep 
off of pasture at percentages greater than last year the 5-year average. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 49% short, 42% adequate. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 31% 
short, 66% adequate. Corn 3% poor, 16% fair, 61% good, 20% excellent; 
irrigated corn 82% good or excellent; dryland corn 79% good or excellent; 
mature 47%, 11% 1997, 15% avg.; harvested 2%, 0% 1997, 1% avg. 
Soybean 1% poor, 16% fair, 62% good, 21% excellent; coloring 75%, 64% 
1997, 53% avg.; dropping leaves 25%, 15% 1997, 18% avg. A few isolated 
fields harvested. Sorghum 1% poor, 11% fair, 72% good, 16% excellent; 
coloring 932%, 79% 1997, 71% avg.; mature 29%, 6% 1997, 10% avg. Dry 
beans 1% very poor, 11% poor, 32% fair, 43% good, 13% excellent; nearly 
all the crop was coloring; dropping leaves 73%, 63% 1997, 61% avg.; 
harvested 26%, 27% 1997, 24% avg. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 4% poor, 22% 
fair, 66% good, 7% excellent; 3rd cutting virtually complete, with fourth 
cuttings occurring where adequate moisture or irrigation was available. 
Wheat seeding 33%, 36% 1997, 29% avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 9% 
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poor, 31% fair, 51% good, 7% excellent. Producer activities; corn silage 
harvest, moving grain, machinery maintenance, livestock care, marketing. 





NEVADA: Rain was seen statewide throughout the week with the 
northwest seeing the most. Northwest continued to see above normal 
temperatures. Temperatures in the northeast, south were above normal at 
beginning of week, fell to slightly below normal by week's end. Harvest 
activities were hampered slightly by rains, continued when weather permitted. 
The 3rd, 4th cutting of alfalfa continued in northern valleys with crop 
condition mostly good. Alfalfa seed harvest was underway. Winter wheat, 
spring wheat, barley harvests were near completion in the northwest. Mint 
harvest continued. Harvest of garlic for seed use continued. Onion harvest 
continued in full swing. Some corn was being cut for silage. Potatoes were 
in fair condition due to cool temperatures and rain. Pasture, range condition 
remained mainly good despite seasonal drying. Cattle movement, calf 
marketing continued. Main farm, ranch activities: haying, alfalfa seed 
harvest, onion harvest, mint harvest, garlic harvest, planting winter grains, fall 
seeding of alfalfa, irrigating, cattle marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 3% 
very short, 24% short, 66% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 24% short, 70% adequate, 4% surplus. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 
15% poor, 47% fair, 27% good, 9% excellent. Maine potatoes 5% harvested, 
5% 1997, 10% avg.; condition good to fair. Massachusetts potatoes 60% 
harvested, 55% 1997, 65% avg.; condition good to fair. Rhode Island 
potatoes 35% harvested, 50% 1997, 50% avg.; condition good to fair. Oats 
in Maine 75% harvested, 25% 1997, 65% avg.; condition good to fair. Barley 
in Maine 90 % harvested, 30% 1997; condition good to fair. Field corn 10% 
harvested, 5% 1997, 10% avg.; condition good to fair. Sweet corn 85% 
harvested, 85% 1997, 90% avg.; condition good to fair. Broadleaf tobacco 
99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. First-cut hay 
99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition fair. Second-cut hay 85% 
harvested, 75% 1997, 85% avg.; condition good to fair. Third-cut hay 45% 
harvested, 55% 1997, 45% avg.; condition good to excellent Apples 20% 
harvested, 25% 1997, 25% avg.; size average; condition good. Peaches 95% 
harvested, 90% 1997, 90% avg.; size average; condition good. Pears 35% 
harvested, 20% 1997, 45% avg.; size average; condition good. Cranberries 
<5% harvested, <5% 1997, <5% average; size average to above average, 
condition good to excellent. Highbush blueberries 100% harvested, 99% 
1997, 99% avg.; size average; condition good. Major farm activities included: 
harvesting end of season vegetables, potatoes, field corn, apples, pears, 
peaches, small grains. Farmers also spread manure, planted cover crops, 
irrigated where possible. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Farmers are planting cover 
crops, irrigating crops, spraying for disease, pests, harvesting vegetables, 
fruits, cutting hay. Feed requirements are average. The irrigation water 
supply is adequate. Good volume of green beans, sweet corn, eggplant, 
peppers, all squash. Moderate volume of beets, cabbage, cucumbers, 
endive, escarole, leeks, spinach, tomatoes, pickles. Light supply of herbs, 
okra, watermeion, cantaloupe, turnips. Light, increasing harvest of Boston, 
Romaine, bib lettuce. Harvesting of sweet potatoes is increasing. Apple 
harvest is increasing with red delicious, Paula red, ginger gold, gala being the 
main varieties. Peach harvest is virtually complete, with a light volume 
expected for the week. Light, increasing harvest of corn for silage reported. 
Soybeans are past the pod setting stage, are starting to drop their leaves. 
Some fourth cuttings of alfalfa occurring. Pastures are in poor to fair 
condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil moisture declined 
to 17% very short, 49% short, 33% adequate, 1% surplus, with the range, 
pasture feed condition rating also falling off. Dry weather with above-normal 
temperatures were predominant last week. Wheat producers continued 
planting last week as apple, green chile harvests continued. Forty-seven 
percent of the fall wheat crop was in the ground last week, 42% 1997, 48% 
avg.; 16% emerged, 11% 1997, 8% avg. Apple 37% picked, 34% 1997; 
25% fair, 71% good, 4% excellent. Green chile harvest reached 50% 
complete, 54% 1997; 2% poor, 18% fair, 61% good, 19% excellent. Forty- 
four percent of the corn for silage crop had been harvested by the end of last 
week. Overall, corn crop 6% poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 9% excellent; 88% 
dented, 84% 1997; 37% mature, 26% 1997. As the sorghum crop continued 
to color and mature, the outlook remained poor. Fourth, 5th, 6th cuttings of 
alfalfa moved to 85%, 61%, 12% complete respectively; 1% poor, 35% fair, 
55% good, 9% excellent. With cotton harvest 4 to 6 weeks away the 





condition of the crop remained stable, with approximately one-half the bolis 
open. Lettuce was rated 22% fair, 33% good, 45% excellent. Pecans 
remained in good condition, with an average drop reported this year. Cattle 
were in fair to good condition, while sheep remained in mostly fair condition. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Soil moisture 4% very short, 
8% short, 59% adequate, 29% surplus. Pasture feed 2% poor, 16% fair, 
61% good, 21% excellent. Hay condition 93% good, 7% excellent. Third 
cutting alfalfa 73% finished, 67% 1997, 66% avg. Silage corn 21% 
harvested, 6% 1997, 8% avg. Corn 7% fair, 66% good, 27% excellent. Dry 
beans 10% harvested. Potato digging continued active. Apples 15 to 20%t 
harvested. Grape harvest gained momentum. Severe damage, loss to 
apples, cherries resulted from violent storms on Labor Day. High winds, hail 
caused heavy losses. Vegetable harvest continued very active. Cabbage for 
kraut harvest ready to begin. Pumpkin harvest underway. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 14% very 
short, 34% short, 42% adequate, 10% surplus. State realized a seasonably 
normal week with just slightly below normal temperatures, rainfall. Many 
areas of the State are still very dry, especially the western half. Reports of 
possible hay shortages, due to early hay feedings to livestock which would 
otherwise still be pastured, have been received. Activities included: 
Harvesting tobacco, com; cutting hay, tending livestock. Farmers are gearing 
up for cotton, soybean harvests, small grain plantings. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture supplies 
improved slightly from showers late in the week. Topsoil 12% very short, 
33% short, 55% adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil 11% very short, 36% short, 
52% adequate, 1% surplus. Favorable weather allowed producers to nearly 
complete the small grain harvest three weeks ahead of average. Late season 
crop progress continued ahead of average, with substantial progress made 
on harvest. Durum wheat 94% combined, 79% 1997, 60% avg. Canola 94% 
combined, 61% 1997. Corn for grain 95% denting, 75% 1997, 71% avg.; 
41% ripe, 13% 1997, 17% avg. Corn for silage 21% chopped, 18% 1997, 
15% avg. Dry edible beans 83% cut, 49% 1997, 36% avg.; 68% combined, 
29% 1997, 23% avg. Flaxseed 84% combined, 64% 1997, 32% avg. 
Potatoes 84% vines killed, 74% 1997, 74% avg.; 13% dug, 13% 1997, 21% 
avg. Soybeans 48% mature leaves dropping, 37% 1997, 39% avg.; 4% 
harvested, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Sugar beets 4% lifted, 1% 1997, 2% avg. 
Sunflower 85% bracts turned yellow, 72% 1997, 64% avg.; 27% bracts 
turned brown, 25% 1997, 24% avg. Most late season crop conditions 
remained relatively unchanged as the crop rapidly approaches maturity. 
Producers reported blackbird problems among sunflower fields in eastern 
districts. Emerged crop condition: corn for grain 2% very poor, 12% poor, 
24% fair, 55% good, 7% excellent; corn for silage 7% poor, 38% fair, 45% 
good, 10% excellent; dry edible beans 2% very poor, 9% poor, 36% fair, 46% 
good, 7% excellent; potatoes 2% poor, 13% fair, 52% good, 33% excellent; 
soybeans 4% very poor, 18% poor, 30% fair, 42% good, 6% excellent; 
sugarbeets 4% very poor, 11% poor, 15% fair, 48% good, 22% excellent; 
sunflower 1% very poor, 5% poor, 26% fair, 53% good, 15% excellent. 
Stockwater 8% short, 87% adequate, 5% surplus. Fall tillage progress has 
been hindered due to dry conditions; ranchers were moving cattle out on 
stubbie, fall pasture. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 14% very short, 32% short, 
52% adequate, 2% surplus. Com dented 87%, 62% 1997, 71% avg.; mature 
19%, 2% 1997, 11% avg.; harvested for silage 25%, 5% 1997, 16% avg.; 
harvested for grain 3%, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 50%, 
19% 1997, 29% avg.; eight days ahead of 1997. Soybeans mature 10%, 1% 
1997, 5% avg.; harvested 1%, 0% 1997, avg. Alfalfa hay 94% 3rd cutting, 
74% 1997, 80% avg.; 34% 4th cutting. Other hay 72% 3rd cutting, 47% 
1997, 50% avg. Tobacco 96% topped, 97% 1997; 61% cut, 38% 1997. Fall, 
winter apples 24% harvested, 6% 1997, 3% avg. Hay 3% very poor, 10% 
poor, 30% fair,48% good, 9% excellent. Farm activities include making hay; 
land leveling; installing tile; tilling wheat stubble; installing grass waterways; 
fall plowing; preparing to plant Winter wheat; mowing ditch banks; moving 
grain in bins; cleaning out barns, sheds; combining clover seed; chopping 
corn for silage; seeding CRP ground; hauling manure; spraying wheat 
stubble; building grain storage; spreading lime, fertilizer; maintaining fences; 
making cider; shelling corn, combining soybeans; scouting fields for insects, 
diseases; Cutting, hanging tobacco; attending field days; harvesting timber; 
selling livestock; bushhogging pastures; harvesting tomatoes, carrots, other 
fresh market vegetables. The following weed pressures were reported: 
goldenrod; giant ragweed, foxtail; Canadian thistle; velvetieaf; lambsquarter; 
pigweed; ironweed; horseweed; Johnsongrass. Reported insects were 
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mosquitoes, barn flies; grasshoppers in corn, soybeans; leafhoppers. Some 
reporters mentioned bird damage in corn. Reported diseases were rot, 
mildew on pumpkins, squash; sudden death syndrome, white mold, root rot 
in soybeans, grey leaf spot, smut, stewart’s wilt in corn. Most of the 
vegetable, fruit crop continues to be good with a few exceptions. A Wood 
County reporter some damage due to excess rain. Reporters commented on 
damage to the pumpkin crop due to early maturity. Fruits, vegetabies in the 
southern part of the State has suffered from very dry weather. Rainfall in the 
northern part of the State has replenished and improved pastures, grasses. 
Many reporters from the remaining districts comment on poor forage growth, 
parched grass, hay due to lack of rain. Mild weather continued to alleviate 
stress on livestock with the only problems reported being face flies; poor 
pasture, some pinkeye. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 50% very short, 40% 
short, 10% adequate. Subsoil 29% very short, 52% short, 19% adequate. 
Remnants of tropical storm Frances provided relief to drought stressed areas 
of eastern areas. Wheat seedbed prepared 70%, 81% 1997, 80% avg. Oats 
seedbed prepared 56%, 67% 1997, 65% avg.; planted 7%, 0% 1997, 6% 
avg. Corn 5% very poor, 2% poor, 5% fair, 88% good; mature 90%, 22% 
1997, 62% avg.; harvested 67%, 11% 1997, 29% avg. Soybeans 14% very 
poor, 58% poor, 18% fair, 9% good, 1% excellent; setting pods 94%, 97% 
1997, 93% avg.; mature 63%, 16% 1997, 34% avg.; harvested 20%, 2% 
1997, 9% avg. Peanuts mature 42%, 20% 1997, 21% avg. Alfalfa hay 19% 
very poor, 18% poor, 36% fair, 24% good, 3% excellent; 3rd cutting 88%, 
99% 1997, 99% avg.; 4th cutting 34%, 66% 1997, 73% avg. Other hay 1st 
Cutting 96%, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; 2nd cutting 22%, 39% 1997, 85% avg. 
Livestock 3% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 52% good, 1% excellent. Prices 
for feeder steers up $1.00 per cwt. from last week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 18% very short, 32% 
short, 45% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 14% very short, 19% short, 62% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Barley harvested 90%, 90% 1997, 83% avg. Winter 
wheat harvested 100%, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; planted 1%, 3% 1997, 4% 
avg. Spring wheat 97% harvested. Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 17% 
poor, 33% fair, 457% good. Activities: Harvest of small grains, mint winding 
down across State. Alfalfa hay harvest underway in Rogue River, 3rd cutting 
of hay in northeast continued. Some winter wheat planted, many growers 
waiting for moisture. Field preparation for fall seeding continued. 
Greenhouses, nurseries irrigating heavily. Field preparation for fall planting 
continued with limited movement of containers. Iris growers finished digging, 
replanting. On the south coast Easter Lily growers digging yearlings, sorting 
planting stock, planting. Western valley green bean harvest nearing 
completion. Sweet corn harvest continued, pumpkins coloring. Onion, 
potato harvest continued on east side, some onions went into storage. 
Willamette Valley Evergreen blackberry harvest nearing end, prune harvest 
underway, late varieties of peaches, some apple varieties being harvested. 
Rogue River Valley pear, apple harvest continued. On the south coast 
cranberries developing color, size small due to late fruit set. Hood River 
Valley Bartlett pear harvest completed. Lower valley Anjou pear harvest 
began & Gala apple harvest finished. Livestock good. Fall calving, early 
weaning continued in northeast. Southern Willamette Valley sheep on 
pastures with good regrowth. Ranges, pastures continued to dry up. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Soil moisture 19% very 
short, 46% short, 34% adequate, 1% surplus. Due to dry soils, barley and 
oats planted are lagging behind the five-year average. Corn silage is being 
cut in southern areas where corn is drying out quickly. Late planted corn is 
progressing slowly. Ensilage corn harvested 22% harvested, 16% 1997, 
22% avg. Soybean 1% very poor, 9% poor, 25% fair, 55% good, 10% 
excellent. Wheat planted 5% complete, 24% 1997, 18% avg. Wheat 
emerged 1% complete, 5% 1997, average not available. Oats harvested 99% 
complete, 99% 1997, 99% avg. Barley planted 17% complete, 24% 1997, 
19% avg.; emerged 9% complete, 13% 1997, average not available. 
Tobacco 85% harvested, 67% 1997, 79% avg. Potato harvested 33% 
complete, 33% 1997, 39% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 75% complete, 74% 
1997, 73% avg.; 4th cutting 40% complete, 48% 1997, 35% avg. Timothy 
clover 2nd cutting 88% complete, 92% 1997, 90% avg. Quality of hay made 
2% very poor, 8% poor, 33% fair, 40% good, 17% excellent. Apple harvest 
33% complete, 33% 1997, 33% avg. Peach harvest 91% complete, 91% 
1997, 90% avg. Grape harvest 10% complete, 9% 1997, 28% avg. Fall 
plowing 29% complete, 43% 1997, 38% avg. Activities: fall plowing; cutting 
hay, haylage; harvesting fruit; filling silos; machinery maintenance; fodng 
fences; hauling manure; caring for livestock; attending county fairs. 








SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 2% 
very short, 16% short, 77% adequate, 5% surplus. Apples 39% harvested, 
47% 1997, 45% avy.; 27% poor, 35% fair, 38% good. Corn 86% harvested, 
76% 1997, 69% avg.; 31% very poor, 33% poor, 28% fair, 8% good. Grapes 
17% fair, 64% good, 19% excellent. Hay 95% cut, 98% 1997, 78% avg. 
Livestock 4% poor, 34% fair, 59% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very 
poor, 16% poor, 43% fair, 38% good, 1% excellent. Peanuts 95% pegged, 
100% 1997, 78% avg.; 13% harvested, 11% 1997, 13% avg.; 12% very poor, 
34% poor, 42% fair, 12% good. Sorghum 92% turned color, 86% 1997; 62% 
matured, 52% 1997; 40% harvested, 39% 1997, 1% very poor, 10% poor, 
17% fair, 71% good, 1% excellent. Sweet potatoes 15% harvested, 17% 
1997, 13% avg.; 13% fair, 87% good. Tobacco 94% harvested, 95% 1997, 
91% avg.; 54% stalks destroyed, 71% 1997, 53% avg. Winter grazings 17% 
planted, 19% 1997, 15% avg.; 46% fair, 54% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 7% very short, 
36% short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 26% short, 
68% adequate. Row crop harvest just beginning, small grain is completed. 
Flaxseed 97% harvested, 87% 1997, 78% avg. Hot, dry weather hastened 
row crop development. Sunflower 7% poor, 15% fair, 55% good, 23% 
excellent; 92% ray flowers dry, 89% 1997, 92% avg; 74% bracts yellow, 69% 
1997, 69% avg.; 21% mature, 20% 1997, 17% avg.; 6% harvested, 0% 1997, 
0% avg. Sorghum harvested for silage 22%, 14% 1997, 9% avg. Corn 
harvested for silage 53%, 14% 1997, 11% avg. Winter Rye seeded 42%, 
36% 1997, 32% avg. Winter Rye emerged 30%, 16% 1997, 9% avg. Alfalfa 
7% poor, 30% fair, 52% good, 11% excellent. Livestock 1% poor, 9% fair, 
66% good, 24% excellent. Stockwater supplies 2% very short, 10% short, 
83% adequate, 5% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 33% very 
short, 50% short, 17% adequate. Subsoil moisture 20% very short, 52% 
short, 28% adequate. Corn 85% mature, 72% 1997, 75% avg.; 50% 
harvested, 17% 1997, 23% avg.; silage 85% harvested, 73% 1997, 75% avg. 
Tobacco 91% topped, 90% 1997, 96% avg.; burley 60% harvested, 59% 
1997, 66% avg.; dark-air 70% harvested, 73% 1997, 75% avg.; dark-fire 69% 
harvested, 61% 1997, 72% avg.; 3% very poor, 11% poor, 30% fair, 46% 
good, 10% excellent. Pastures 9% very poor, 26% poor, 41% fair, 24% 
good. Producers took advantage of the dry, hot weather to make good 
progress with corn and tobacco harvest last week. One-half of the corn crop 
was harvested by week's end, 10 days ahead of schedule. Tobacco topping 
was virtually completed as of Sunday and producers focused on harvest, 
which was slightly behind schedule. Fall fertilization, early grain seedings 
have been delayed due to the lack of moisture throughout the State. 





TEXAS: Tropical storm Francis brought very heavy rain, flooding 
conditions Coastal areas, parts East. Rain spread Central, Blacklands lighter 
amounts, very beneficial. Fieldwork non existent late week these areas. The 
rain should further benefit pastures. Plains, fieldwork active most week. 
Only light showers occurred as result of tropical storm. Cooler temperatures 
came with rain. 

Crops: Small Grains: Planting continued where adequate moisture 
existed Plains with early fields emerging to stands. Land preparation 
continued in Blacklands, parts Central early week. Corn: Harvest slowly 
increased in Plains last week. Some later fields could still benefit from 
additional moisture. Cotton: Bolls continued open in Plains, some harvest 
aids applied during week. The irrigated crop still needs a little more maturing 
time, however dryland harvest should begin soon. Harvest virtually 
completed Biacklands, but late week rains halted progress. Grain Sorghum: 
A few early fields harvested Plains, however most fields still need more 
maturing time. Later fields still benefit from additional moisture. Harvest 
winding down North Central areas with many poor yields reported. Additional 
baling, plowing of stalks continued. Peanuts: Fields in Plains, North Central 
areas rapidly maturing, harvest should begin soon. Some later fields still 
being irrigated. Disease increased some fields. Some harvest occurred 
South Central early week, however Tropical storm halted activity by late week. 

Rice: Harvest winding down along Upper Coast until heavy rains stalled 
progress. The rain should benefit fields where second crop will be cut. 
Soybeans: Plants drying down Plains where harvest should begin soon. 
Most fields appear good. Along Upper Coast, rain halted final harvest 
progress. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, late week rain slowed field 
activity. San Antonio-Winter Garden, cucumber harvest continued until late 
week. Some planting activity occurred early week. East, few more 
sweetpotatoes harvested as conditions allowed. Reported yields, sizes down 
from year ago. High Plains, watermelon harvest continued. A few early fields 
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pumpkins also harvested. Trans Pecos, most harvest completed. Pecans: 
Additional rains South, Central will benefit trees, however crop will still be low. 
Prospects from other areas also remained low with additional nut drop 
reported. 

: Improvement expected many Southern, Central 
pastures with additional rain. Haying activity increased these areas, parts 
East before activity slowed by wet conditions. Armyworms, grasshoppers 
remained problem many areas. Auctions reported brisk sales as many 
producers continued to sell off cattle in anticipation of higher feed costs, a 
lack of pastures. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 6% very short, 10% short, 
82% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 12% short, 82% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Pasture feed, range 3% poor, 22% fair, 73% good, 
2% excellent. Irrigation water supplies 1% very short, 14% short, 84% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Stock water supplies 2% very short, 14% short, 82% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Cattle moved from summer range 10%, 14% 1997, 
19% avg. Sheep moved from summer range 5%, 8% 1997, 14% avg. 
Winter wheat seeded 33%. Oats harvested for grain 87%, 77% 1997, 82% 
avg. Corn in dough stage 74%, 84% 1997; in dent stage 31%, 35% 1997; 
mature 6%. Corn silage harvested 8%. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 67%, 48% 
1997, 60% avg; 4th cutting 7%, 10% 1997. Alfalfa seed harvested 36%. 
Onions harvested 26%, 23% 1997, 30% avg. Dry beans harvested 50%. 
Potatoes harvested 4%. Peaches picked 49%, 74% 1997, 85% avg. Pears 
picked 48%, 64% 1997, 77% avg. Apples 3% picked, 16% 1997, 17% avg. 
Major farm/ranch activities included: Small grain harvest, fruit harvest, winter 
grain planting. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 35% very short, 43% 
short, 22% adequate. Subsoil 31% very short, 44% short, 25% adequate. 
Corn 97% dough, 92% 1997, 97% avg.; 85% dent, 76% 1997, 81% avg; 
65% mature, 56% 1997, 63% avg.; 35% harvested, 9% 1997, 21% avg.; 
65% harvested for silage, 31% 1997, 42% avg.; 11% very poor, 23% poor, 
41% fair, 22% good, 3% excellent. Cotton 90% bolis opening, 48% 1997, 
38% avg.; 9% poor, 25% fair, 51% good, 15% excellent. Soybeans 99% 
blooming, 94% 1997, 98% avg.; 93% setting pods, 81% 1997, 89% avg.; 9% 
dropping leaves, 13% 1997, 3% avg.; 7% very poor, 20% poor, 31% fair, 
37% good, 5% excellent. Winter Wheat 0% seeded, 0% 1997, 2% avg. 
Flue-cured tobacco 48% harvested, 47% 1997, 60% avg.; 8% very poor, 


13% poor, 26% fair, 41% good, 12% excellent. Dark fire cured tobacco 85% 


harvested, 75% 1997, 76% avg.; 3% very poor, 18% poor, 44% fair, 30% 
good, 5% excellent. Burley tobacco 62% harvested, 44% 1997, 48% avg.; 
6% very poor, 15% poor, 31% fair, 33% good, 15% excellent. Sun tobacco 
74% harvested, 74% 1997, 74% avg.; 1% very poor, 14% poor, 70% fair, 
15% good. Fall Apples 13% harvested, 17% 1997, 43% avg. Apples 4% 
very poor, 16% poor, 38% fair, 39% good, 3% excellent. Peaches 98% 
harvested, 95% 1997, 99% avg. Pasture feed 20% very poor, 37% poor, 
32% fair, 11% good. Alfalfa 14% very poor, 28% poor, 39% fair, 18% good, 
1% excellent. Other hay 18% very poor, 44% poor, 31% fair, 7% good. 
Moisture supplies continued to diminish throughout the Commonwealth last 
week. Some isolated areas received scattered showers, not enough to 
replenish necessary topsoil moisture. While conditions for most crops 
continued to decline, many cotton, peanut producers are reporting that their 
crops are ahead of schedule this year, that harvest will begin in the coming 
weeks. Corn and soybeans are progressing ahead of schedule as well. 
Corn producers in the extreme southeastern part of the Commonwealth 
report that damage from Hurricane Bonnie was not as bad as previously 
thought. Tobacco harvest continues throughout the Commonwealth with 
burley and fire types being harvested ahead of normal schedule, flue lagging 
slightly behind. Some flue tobacco producers are reporting a shortage of 
barn space as reason for being behind in harvesting their crop. Livestock 
producers continued to market cattle due to poor, dry pastures and dwindling 
water supplies. Small grain producers are reporting that fall planting may be 
delayed and fall crops hurt due to the lack of soil moisture. Other activities for 
the past week included scouting and spraying of cotton, peanuts, and 
soybeans, preparing for harvest of cotton and peanuts, preparing land for 
planting of fall crops, preparing to move pumpkins to retail markets, as well 
as, other general fieldwork 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 5% very short, 
62% short; 33% adequate. Subsoil 5% very short, 34% short, 61% adequate. 
Potatoes 35% harvested, 33% 1997, 29% avg. Potatoes, 5% fair, 95% good. 
Winter wheat seeding was well underway or neared completion in central 
areas. Most producers in eastern areas had not planted wheat, expected to 
start this week. Some were waiting to avoid potential disease problems 





associated with aphid flights. Emerged wheat was in good condition. Potato, 
mint, dry bean harvests continued. Hay, other roughage supplies, 5% short, 
60% adequate, 35% surplus. Silage harvest continued, fourth cutting alfalfa 
hay production continued. Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 30% poor, 
35% fair, 30% good. Pastures were very dry with no growth in most areas. 
Moderate weather improved growing conditions for tree fruits, but fruit color, 
cracking have been more of a problem than last year. Pear harvest was 
nearly complete, Golden Delicious, Granny Smith apple harvests were 
underway. Blueberry, blackberry harvests continued in western areas, 
cranberry color increased as growers prepared for next month's harvest. 
Vegetable harvests progressed, irrigated sweet corn fields thrived under the 
warm conditions. Christmas tree growers reported drought-related losses in 
newly established plantations. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 12% very short, 
50% short, 38% adequate. Apple 17% poor, 75% fair, 8% good. Crop 
conditions declined from lack of moisture, above average temperatures. 
Most areas of the State were still in need of rain. Weather conditions 
favorable for apple harvest. Hay 10% poor, 46% fair, 40% good, 4% 
excellent; 2nd cut 90%, 81% 1997, 82% avg.; 3” cut 39%, 27% 1997, 46% 
avg. Dry weather conditions conducive to hay harvesting. Corn 5% poor, 
40% fair, 53% good, 2% excellent, Corn silked 95%, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 
corn doughing 73%, 86% 1997, 85% avg.; dent 40%, 32% 1997; maturing 
15%, 4% 1997, 27% avg. Producers busy harvesting corn silage. Soybean 
1% poor, 43% fair, 56% good; Soybeans 96% bloomed, 100% 1997, 100% 
avq.; 87% podding, 95% 1997, 97% avg.; 34% dropping leaves, 41% 1997. 
Tobacco 11% poor, 61% fair, 28% good; topped 80%, 99% 1997, 99% avg. 
Some fields were being harvested. Cattle 26% fair, 69% good, 5% excellent. 
Some reports of pink eye. Sheep 33% fair, 62% good, 5% excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 23% very short, 
31% short, 44% adequate, 2% surplus. Soybeans leaves turning 93%, 54% 
1997, 44% avg. Soybeans leaves dropping 38%, 10% 1997, 9% avg. 
Soybean 3% poor, 15% fair, 48% good, 34% excellent. Third crop hay 
harvested 92%, 63% 1997, 63% avg. Fourth crop hay harvested 34%. Corn 
for silage harvested 43%, 4% 1997, 7% avg. Dry weather was pushing the 
crops to harvest last week. It appears that high moisture corn will have a 
short window to harvest. One Winnebago County producer started 
combining, indicated a moisture level under 22%. Moisture levels in 
Chippewa, Buffalo Counties ranged from low 30s to mid 20s. Corn harvest 
for grain should start in 10 days to two weeks in most areas of the State. 
Corn silage in Fond du Lac County was at 60% moisture. Corn harvested for 
silage jumped to 43%; however, predicted rainshowers should slow fieldwork. 
In Marathon County soybean pods were well filled. Soybean fields in the 
State with leaves already dropped were at 38%, compared to 10% 1997. 
Northern hay was good in quality, low on quantities due to dry weather 
conditions. Forage harvest was approximately 50% of normal in Price 
County. Sweet corn, snap bean harvests were winding down in Portage 
County. Winter wheat pianted in Winnebago County was reported in need of 
rain to germinate. A huge apple crop was reported in Dane County. Pasture 
feed 3% very poor, 16% poor, 32% fair, 41% good, 8% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 14% very short, 46% 
short, 40% adequate. Subsoil 6% very short, 63% short, 31% adequate. 
Winter wheat planted 64%, 72% 1997, 66% avg.; emerged 25%, 34% 1997, 
33% avg. Barley harvested 87%, 90% 1997, 89% avg. Oats harvested 88%, 
82% 1997, 78% avg. Spring wheat harvested 93%, 88% 1997, 82% avg. 
Corn dented 81%, 90% 1997, 66% avg.; mature 18%, 55% 1997, 30% avg. 
Dry beans windrowed 73%, 88% 1997, 77% avg.; combined 32%, 52% 
1997, 39% avg. Alfalfa 2nd cutting 90%, 91% 1997, 91% avg.; 3rd cutting 
22%, 22% 1997, 33% avg. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 
36% fair, 45% good, 7% excellent. Dry bean 1% poor, 19% fair, 80% good. 
Corn 2% poor, 6% fair, 85% good, 7% excellent. Sugar beet 13% fair, 86% 
good, 1% excellent. Livestock 2% fair, 95% good, 3% excellent. Stockwater 
2% very short, 3% short, 94% adequate, 1% surplus. Hot, dry conditions 
continued through most of the week with a little relief in the form of cooler 


temperatures, precipitation moving in 11th. Soil moisture supplies remained 
down. 
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MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER-NCEP-NWS-NOAA 


*** DATA NOT AVAILABLE 








September 6 - 12, 1998 





HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Dry weather in Russia and Ukraine helped crop 
harvesting and winter grain planting. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Generally dry weather favored spring grain harvesting. 


EUROPE: Light to moderate rain interrupted summer crop harvesting and 
winter crop planting in most areas, except the Iberian Peninsula and the 
eastern Balkans. 


AUSTRALIA: Continued wetness in the east left winter grains and 
sugarcane in need of dryness. 


CANADA: Prairie harvests were nearing completion. 


SOUTH ASIA: Late-season rain in western India boosted moisture reserves 
for immature oilseeds and cotton. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers maintained moisture supplies for sugarcane 
in Thailand and the Philippines, but slowed filling rice. 


EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry weather aided maturing summer crops across 
most of China, South Korea, and Japan. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, cool weather and dry topsoils 
stressed emerging winter wheat. 


MEXICO: Showers eased dryness in northeastern Mexico and maintained 
adequate moisture supplies across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt. 











COUNTRY CITY 


NORWAY OSLO 
SWEDEN STOCKHOLM 
FINLAND HELSINKI! 
UKINGDO GLASGOW 
EDINBURGH 
IRELAND DUBLIN 
ICELAND REYKJAVIK 
DENMARK COPENHAGEN 
LUXEMBO LUXEMBOURG 
SSWITZERL ZURICH 
GENEVA 
FRANCE PARIS/ORLY 
STRASBOURG 
BOURGES 
BORDEAUX 
TOULOUSE 
MARSEILLE 
SPAIN VALLADOLID 
MADRID 
SEVILLE 
PORTUGA LISBON 
GERMANY HAMBURG 
BERLIN 
DUSSELDORF 
LEIPZIG 
DRESDEN 
STUTTGART 
NURNBERG 
AUSTRIA VIENNA 
INNSBRUCK 
CZECHRE PRAGUE 
POLAND WARSAW 
LODZ 
KATOWICE 
PRZEMYSL 
HUNGARY BUDAPEST 
YYUGOSLA BELGRADE 
ROMANIA BUCHAREST 
BULGARIA SOFIA 
ITALY MILAN 
VERONA 
VENICE 
GENOA 
ROME 
NAPLES 
GREECE THESSALONIKA 
LARISSA 
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EUROPE 


Light to moderate rain fell across most of the continent, interrupting 
fieldwork. The exceptions were in the Iberian Peninsula, eastern 
Poland, and the eastern Balkans, where dry weather prevailed. Light 
to moderate rain (10-40 mm, with local amounts in excess of 40 mm) 
fell in England, the Benelux countries, Scandinavia, France, Germany, 
and northern Italy, slowing the completion of small grain harvesting 
in northern areas and corn and sunflower harvests in the south. The 
wet weather in these areas provided soil moisture for winter grain and 
oilseed planting, typically underway in northern areas. Soaking rain 
(25-60 mm, with local amounts in excess of 60 mm) fell in the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, and central Italy, delaying 
summer crop harvesting but providing abundant soil moisture for 
winter crop planting. Mostly dry weather in Spain, Portugal, and 
eastern areas in the Balkans helped harvest activities. 








FSU-WESTERN 


In Russia, dry weather improved conditions for small grain harvesting 
and late winter grain planting in northern areas. Soil moisture across 
the north is abundant for winter grain emergence, but seasonable 
temperatures are needed for crop establishment. Farther south, 
although dry weather favored early summer crop harvesting in North 
Caucasus and lower Volga Valley, topsoils remained unfavorably dry 
for winter grain planting. Sufficient time remains for planting winter 
wheat in southern Russia, as planting can extend into mid-October. 
However, under normal weather conditions, planting after mid- 
October may not ensure that the crop becomes sufficiently established 
prior to dormancy. In Ukraine, dry weather favored early sugar beet 
and sunflower harvesting and allowed winter wheat planting to 
progress at a normal pace. Elsewhere, dry weather also favored 
fieldwork in Belarus, with late-week rain interrupting fieldwork in the 
Baltics. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below 
normal in Ukraine and southern Russia and near to slightly above 
normal in northern Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics. 











FSU-NEW LANDS 

Spring grain harvesting was well underway in Russia and Kazakstan. 
In Russia, light showers (generally less than 10 mm) caused only 
minor delays in harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 
degrees C below normal, slowing crop maturation. Furthermore, 
extreme minimum temperatures at or below freezing (0 C to -4 
degrees C) were observed at most locations in the Urals, Western 
Siberia, and Eastern Siberia, ending the growing season. In 
Kazakstan, dry weather continued to favor rapid spring grain 
harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below 
normal, with sub-freezing temperatures scattered throughout the 
country. In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, mostly dry 
weather favored cotton harvesting. 
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CANADA 


MEXICO 





Spring grain and oilseed harvests neared completion as warm, dry 
weather again dominated the Prairies. While the quality of newly 
harvested crops remained above average, provincial reports indicated 
problems with fall tillage and spraying due to the prolonged dry spell. 
Freezing temperatures have been uncommon so far this autumn, with 
virtually no damage to unharvested crops. In eastern Canada, above- 
normal temperatures hastened maturity of corn and soybeans in 
Ontario and Quebec. Light showers (10-20 mm) slowed early 
harvests but moistened topsoils for winter wheat germination. 











SOUTH AMERICA 





Mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) again prevailed across central 


Argentina, stressing emerging to vegetative winter wheat. Freezing 


temperatures also burned back wheat across most of Buenos Aires. 


According to reports as of September 4, winter wheat was 97 percent 


planted, compared with 95 percent last year. In southern Brazil, light 


to moderate rain (10-35 mm) favored reproductive to filling winter 
wheat in Rio Grande do Sul, but slowed harvesting farther north. The 


moisture also aided fieldwork preparations for summer crop planting. 


Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above normal across 


Argentina and most of southern Brazil. 


Showers (30-100 mm) maintained adequate moisture for corn 
development across Southern Plateau Corn Belt. Moderate rain (35- 


150 mm) eased dryness and increased reservoir levels in northeastern 


Mexico. Widespread rain (40-100 mm) covered southern Mexico. 


Heavy rain (100-300 mm) caused local flooding in Veracruz and 


Chiapas. Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above normal 


Across most Of Mexico. 
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Widespread, locally heavy rain (10-50 mm or more) covered most 
eastern crop areas. The soggy weather plaguing Queensland and 
northern New South Wales maintained abundant moisture reserves for 


crop development but caused concern for the quality of winter grains 
and sugarcane. In addition, wetness caused sorghum and cotton 


planting delays, although record moisture reserves favor good early 
development. Lighter showers (S-31 mm) benefited previously dry 


areas centered over western Victoria. In contrast, mostly dry weather 
continued over winter grain areas of South Australia. Showers were 


also light (less than 10 mm) in crop areas of Western Australia, 
dampening topsoils as crop growth increased. Near- to above-normal 


temperatures spurred crop development across Australia’s wheat and 
barley belts. In New Zealand, showers were mostly light (15 mm or 


less) in the main pasture areas. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


SOUTH ASIA | 





Moderate showers (10-80 mm) maintained moisture supplies for 
sugarcane in Thailand, but slowed development of filling rice. Heavier 
showers (100-170 mm) caused loca) flooding in northern Thailand. 
Mostly dry weather favored 10th-month rice harvesting in northern 
Vietnam, but heavy showers (100-300 mm) slowed fieldwork in the 
south and caused local flooding. In the Philippines, heavy showers 
(50-100 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 200 mm in 
northwestern Luzon) boosted moisture supplies for sugarcane, but 
slowed rice development. Elsewhere in the Philippines, drier weather 
favored filling rice. Showers (20-60 mm) maintained moisture 
Supplies for oil palm across peninsular Malaysia. In Java, drier 
weather (1-10 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 25 mm) favored 


Maturing second crop rice and com. 














Moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm or more) returned to important 
oilseed areas of western India (Gujarat and western Madhya Pradesh), 
The late shot of monsoon rainfall in that area benefited immature 
groundnuts, soybeans, and cotton, as well as coarse grains and 
sugarcane. Farther north, showers were generally scattered and light 
(5-25 mm, most areas) across rice and cotton areas of north-central 
India and Pakistan, but a few isolated storms (50 mm or greater) west 
of New Delhi may have damaged maturing crops. The southwest 
monsoon typically begins its seasonal withdrawal from the northwest 
at about this time, marking the imminent end of the rainy season. 
Elsewhere, a heavy surge of late-monsoon rainfal) (100-300 mm or 
more) may have flooded rice along India’s southwest coast. Rainfall 
tapered off over important rice areas of northern and far eastern India 
and Bangladesh, helping floodwaters to recede. However, inundating 
rain (100-200 mm or more) developed over rainfed rice areas of 
eastern India from Calcutta westward, likely causing damage in areas 


that had not previously experienced severe flooding. 


v 
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Mostly dry, warm weather favored filling to maturing summer crops in 
the North China Plain and vegetative late rice in the Yangtze Valley. 


The dryness also aided flood recovery along the Yangtze Valley. Light 
to moderate rain (5-40 mm) delayed summer crop maturation in 
Manchuria. Variable showers (10-100 mm) prevailed across coastal 
China, from Jiangsu southward to Guangdong, increasing late-rice 
moisture supplies. Temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees C above 
normal across China. Warm, dry weather (temperatures averaged 1-3 


degrees C above normal) also favored filing rice across the Korean 
Peninsula and Japan. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
September 13 - 19, 1998 


he remnants of Tropical Storm Frances tracked northward 
through the easternmost Plains, missing major winter wheat 
areas of the central and southern Plains. Dryness on the Plains 
slowed winter wheat planting and emergence as growers awaited 
rain. In contrast, excessive rainfall and localized flooding continued 
to affect parts of eastern Texas and Louisiana, with the latter 
receiving additional rains from minimal Tropical Storm Hermine as 
the week ended. Most of the heavy rain remained west and south of 
the Delta's cotton area, where bolls were mostly open. Rain then 
spread northeastward into the Great Lakes region, briefly 
interrupting early corn and soybean harvesting in the Midwest. 
Late in the week, cooler air and scattered showers overspread the 
Northwest, slowing fieldwork but providing beneficial moisture for 
(Continued on page 3) 
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CROP MOISTURE: 


DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON 
ee Computer generated contours 
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WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 
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winter wheat. Tropical Depression Eight 
formed over the north-central Gulf of 
Mexico on September 17 and became 
Tropical Storm Hermine during Saturday 
morning, slowly drifting toward 
Louisiana. After midweek, scattered 
showers and thunderstorms associated 
with Hermine dotted areas along the 
central and eastern Gulf coast. 
Meanwhile, the 1998 Atlantic hurricane 
season remained active as Georges rapidly 
strengthened from a minimal tropical 
storm on Wednesday morning in the east- 
central Atlantic to a dangerous category 
four hurricane by Saturday night. With its 
sustained winds of 150 mph, Georges 
headed toward the Leeward Islands. 


Very warm weather covered much of the 
lower 48 States, with record heat 
observed in the upper and middle 
Missouri Valley and the eastern Ohio 
Valley and central Appalachians that 
accounted for most of the 75 daily-record 
highs during the week. Temperatures 
averaged 6 to 13°F above normal from 
eastern Washington and Oregon 
eastward to the western Great Lakes 
region, and in the Ohio and Tennessee 
Valleys and the mid-Atlantic. Slightly 
cooler-than-normal conditions were 
limited to portions along the California 
coast, in Florida and south-central 
Texas where clouds and showers kept 
readings down, and in southeastern 
Alaska and the eastern Hawaiian 
Islands. 


The week began with the remnants of 
Frances stalled over northeastern Texas, 
sweeping tropical moisture northward into 
the lower Missouri Valley. Meanwhile, 
a slowly advancing cold front inched 
eastward out of the northern Plains, 
triggering thunderstorms that dropped 
heavy rains (2 to 6 inches) onto the 
easternmost central Great Plains and 
lower Missouri Valley. Farther cast, a 
strong Bermuda high brought warm 
southwesterly flow and record maximums 
to dozens of locations in the mid-Atlantic 
and Southeast during September 13-15. 
Bluefield, WV set four consecutive daily 
record highs, including a September 
record of 93°F on Monday. Although the 
cold front eventually dissipated, the fetch 
of moist, unstable tropical air from the 
Gulf of Mexico continued moving 
northward, producing scattered heavy 
showers from southeastern Texas 
northward into the central Great Lakes 


region. On Tuesday, Victoria, TX measured a record 1.37 inches of rain, 
its third September day with at least an inch of rain after only 3 such days 
during January-August 1998. In the West, unseasonable warmth enveloped 
the Pacific Northwest and northern Rockies by Tuesday, which spread 
into the northern Plains on Wednesday. The 98°F reported at Glasgow, 
MT on September 16 represented its warmest reading for so late in the 
season. 


After midweek, a strong cold front surged into the Northwest, generating 
showers to western Oregon and Washington that finally ended Eugene, 
OR's longest dry spell (83 days, June 27-September 17) on record. Ahead 
of the front, record highs continued to be set in the northern Rockies and 
Plains, including 103°F at Pierre, SD on Friday. By Saturday, however, the 
cold front had swept eastward into the central Plains, kicking off strong 
thunderstorms in the upper Midwest and central Great Plains and 
keeping highs in the 60's°F. Meanwhile in the central Gulf of Mexico, 
meandering Tropical Depression Eight slowly strengthened into mimimal 
Tropical Storm Hermine by week's end. Hermine was indirectly responsible 
for producing scattered showers and thunderstorms along the central and 
eastern Gulf coast, especially in Florida that included a 24-hour total of 
3.49 inches at Apalachicola ending 8 a.m. EDT Friday and 1.20 inches at 
New Orleans, LA a day later. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending September 19, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 19, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 19, 1998 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION ge 


TEMP, °F | PRECIP 








STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


LOW 


ecocecceoceaeceeeeoecoeooeeoeoeooeoeoeeeocooesceooeoenoceoseoseceoeeoeoesooeoeseeeeoe eee 32 AND BEL 


AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 


PCT. 
AVERAGE 
AVERAGE 


2838 o8 88 8a 4X BISINCE Sep! 





nw = o OB WEEKLY 

3 @ @ SETOTAL IN. 
& | DEPARTURE 
& FROM NORMAL 


23 
: 
iS 
0.73 
1.72 
1.67 
279 
0.41 
0.86 
0.28 
0.00 
0.91 
0.86 
0.50 
2.79 
1.27 
1.53 
1.60 
0.77 
2.06 
0.88 
1.19 
3.91 
4.02 
5.43 
2.36 
0.06 
0.56 
0.75 0.83 
0.91 0.96 
0.00 0.61 
0.01 0.94 
0.00 0.13 
0.07 0.07 
0.36 0.46 
0.00 0.07 
0.00 1.08 
2.10 6.66 
2.44 
0.16 
1.86 
1.26 
0.00 
0.21 
0.72 
1.14 
0.00 
0.08 
0.03 
0.27 
229 
1.66 
0.01 
0.00 
1.67 
1.02 
0.00 
0.12 
0.69 
0.15 0.63 
- 0.00 
0.23 0.19 
0.86 0.24 
0.28 0.14 0.16 
0.03 0.07 0.16 
0.06 0.01 0.01 
03% 0.43 0.85 39.07 
0.71 0.02 133 40.46 
0.76 0.08 3.16 40.46 
0.70 0.00 0s 36.93 
0.55 0.3% 037 26.30 
0.28 1.08 1.42 23.12 
1.18 1.96 1.98 %4.00 
038 1.16 1.73 27.94 
0.20 0.01 0.15 8.70 
0.28 0.00 0.11 13 64 
0.01 0.25 0.01 0.66 102 11.80 117 
2.08 1.73 2.02 229 273 11.44 102 93 


to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 


sgs2e 
-o8d 
BBR 


S 
3 


BLssRxses 


~ 
@ 


SQRs2VSIBSRRVSSISS 
SBZ*RSxABAB 
SSSLBSSRRKSNSRS Siaunmum 


BaR 
RRGRSBSSLSSRSLKKSSLKKFSSRKEBE 


ny 
= 
a 


RSa 


62 
59 
60 
69 
70 
69 
66 
65 
§3 
56 
54 
68 
60 
66 
66 


MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 
FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subj 


332 


BBAHANSRESSSHSSESBRILKESKRISSELLSASSLBESliow 
8 


xX) 


Da NH NENHA BANDE EANOVOEVNS SS ORO HF ONA@OVOV GH WAWNGO & @ @ ~EFROM NORMAL 
SBLLKKSSBSSRKRGSSSRREES 


SBRSAZAAVASSAASLRSSSASSLAPSAASXSSAIAVSVLSBAASUSARVISSRKSSSSSS AVERAGE 
R8eg.8o88e 


" 


RS aKRask: BRKSBSBSEI- 


4457 
43% 
46.08 
38.99 
40.71 
33.07 

434 
26.63 
48.27 
19.36 
10.54 

5.62 


a 
SREQRAASRESBBSSRRSRAINRSSHEBSASSLSKRBESSELLSRBSES 


—~@Ooanne vn o- on 


= 


asgaad 
3 


SRAATERLBGLKASLKLSKKRVRSSSSLLLKEKSSLLLLLKESKSIRSLSSLSRSLELSS 
SEBRSRBSRESEBrD 
i 
RB 
Qeres 


aa 
ERRBS 


xxBIBS2 
2888 


&BSSa&LRESS 
SOMVIV@M@GOWwVNOnt@eo-o 
2 


2R3 


heeds 0G se OOO kD SNOLO SONOS DH OCOD DROOL ON A RECO VORB ONES AASAtA4s~ Cee ees en 222 90 AND ABOVE 


eee see eocecee eee -e2e+sce-neeeansoae-veteneacececeo=+-eeoerreoecoeoooe-e7-ee0e~""o OR MORE 


BASTSAASLSRILSANSRSSSSSI~KSKGRSKLSLSFLLSSFKVLSLKSSLKFLFSRFKFASSSEESSSIKE SSB 


BZ2TEESALSKLFRVRSSERKSEASSLVIIRSFSRAARBSSEIAN 


SBBRBSSBBIBER 
3 
8 
SBBRBSVBSTSESTS 


68 
7 
72 
67 
68 
69 
64 
63 
64 
65 


o 




































































53 
42 
45 
48 
45 
ect 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


September 22, 1998 








National Agricultural Summary 





September 14 - 20, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Record-high temperatures across the northern 
Great Plains and along the western and eastern 
fringes of the Corn Beit promoted rapid crop dry 
down and assisted early harvest efforts. Above- 
normal temperatures in the central Corn Belt and 
Southeastern and Southwestern States also aided 


crop ripening. Tropical Storm Francis delivered 
much-needed moisture to areas along a band that 
extended from eastern Texas to the western Great 
Lakes, but only briefly delayed fall fieldwork. Rain 
and cooler weather temporarily relieved heat 
stress along the Gulf coast. 





Corn: Corn in the dent stage or beyond advanced to 97 
percent and nearly three-fourths of the crop has reached 
maturity. Progress in both stages remained more than 1 
week ahead of normal and 2 weeks or more in many areas, 
especially across the northern Corn Belt. In Minnesota and 
South Dakota, the percentage of mature corn doubled due to 
the hot weather. Harvest progress, at 14 percent, was also 
more than 1 week ahead of normal. The most active areas 
were in the southern Corn Belt, along the Ohio and middle 
Mississippi River Valleys, but momentum was increasing 
farther north and in the Great Plains. Many areas, from the 
southern Great Plains to the Atlantic Coastal Plains, were 
well over half finished. Rain from Tropical Storm Francis 
improved conditions in late-developing fields in the central 
Corn Belt, but caused few harvest delays. 


Soybeans: The Nation’s soybeans ripened quickly due to 
the hot, dry weather as 65 percent of the crop was dropping 
leaves, up 27 percentage points from the previous week and 
well ahead of the 41 percent average pace. Development 
was particularly rapid in the Corn Belt and Great Plains, 
while the pace was much slower in the lower Mississippi 
Valley and Southeastern States. Harvest progress advanced 
to 7 percent complete, compared with the normal 3 percent. 
Progress was especially rapid in Minnesota, where dry 
weather and early-ripening fields allowed the harvest pace to 
accelerate. Moisture from Tropical Storm Francis delayed 
harvest in the lower Mississippi Valley early in the week. 


Cotton: Bolls were opening on 73 percent of the Nation’s 
cotton fields, nearly 1 week ahead of the normal pace of 65 
percent. In Oklahoma, fields with bolls opening advanced 
just 8 percentage points, but remained more than 50 
percentage points ahead of normal. Development was aided 
by seasonable weather in California, but remained far behind 
the 5-year average. Harvest remained 1 week ahead of the 
average, at 17 percent, but progress was delayed in cotton- 
producing areas west of the Mississippi River early in the 
week due to rain from Tropical Storm Francis. Growers in 


many areas continued applying defoliants to prepare fields 
for harvest. 


Winter wheat: Dry conditions in the Great Plains from 
Texas to the Dakotas and westward to the Pacific Northwest 
allowed field preparations to move forward at a rapid pace. 
Nationally, 21 percent of the crop has been seeded, 
compared with 26 percent normally planted by this date. 
Growers in Colorado, Nebraska, and South Dakota made 
good progress. However, planting was limited in some 
States due to dry soils. Warm weather aided crop 
germination and emergence, where soil moisture was 
adequate. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 60 percent complete, as the 
activity continued to focus on the Delta rice-producing areas. 
Progress slowed in the western Gulf Coast States, where the 
harvest was nearly finished. In California, the harvest pace 
gained momentum, but was slightly behind the 5-year 
average. Rain from Tropical Storm Francis aided ratooned 
fields along the western Gulf coast region. 


Sorghum: Sorghum turning color reached 96 percent, and 
61 percent has reached maturity. Both stages were more 
than 1 week ahead of the average. Virtually all fields were 
turning color in the Delta States, while development lagged 
in New Mexico despite rapid progress. Fields quickly 
ripened in the central and northern Great Plains due to hot 
weather. Harvest activity was slow, advancing only 3 
percentage points, to 30 percent. The most active harvest 
progress was in the northern Delta States. 


Peanuts: The peanut harvest advanced to 12 percent, but 
remained behind the normal pace. Major peanut-producing 
States in the Southeast and along the Atlantic coast were 
dry, allowing the harvest pace to quicken, but progress 
remained behind normal, especially in Georgia and 
Alabama. White mold continued to cause crop deterioration 
in Florida. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
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Week Ending September 20, 1998 
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These 19 States planted 91% of 
last winter wheat 
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These 14 States planted 98% of 
last year's cotton acreage. 
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These 19 States planted 91% of 
last year's winter wheat acreage. 
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These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's rice acreage. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending September 20, 1998 
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These 17 States planted 90% of These 17 States planted 90% of These 17 States planted 90% of 
last corn last corn last corn 








Sorghum Percent Coloring Sorghum Percent Mature Sorghum Percent Harvested 
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These 12 States planted 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. 








These 12 States planted 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. 
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Peanuts Percent Harvested Corn Crop Condition by Sorghum Crop Condition by 


Percent Percent 
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1998: Week § Year = Avg 
AL 11 10 37 29 
FL 16 10 39 15 
GA 14 5 25 25 
NC 3 0 3 2 
OK i] 0 2 2 
sc 15 13 19 18 
™ 17 13 10 6 
VA 9 1 2 9 
ALL 12 7 20 16 
These 8 States planted 99% of last 
year's peanut acreage. 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda. gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 49% very short, 30% 
short, 19% adequate, 2% surplus. Dry weather dominated across most of 
the State. Relief was limited to only some of the southernmost counties. 
Corn harvested 79%, 76% 1997, 68% avg. Cotton bolls opened 75%, 42% 
1997, 59% avg. Cotton harvested 11%, 3% 1997, 4% avg. Soybeans 
dropping leaves 48%, 36% 1997, 29% avg. Soybeans harvested 2%,2% 
1997, 1% avg. Peanuts dug 23%, 51% 1997, 37% avg.; combined 11%, 
37% 1997, 29% avg. Cotton 5% very poor, 10% poor, 52% fair, 30% good, 
3% excellent. Soybean 21% very poor, 35% poor, 21% fair, 20% good, 3% 
excellent. Peanut 3% very poor, 13% poor, 54% fair, 27% good, 3% 
excellent. Livestock 5% very poor, 12%, poor, 50% fair, 31% good, 2% 
excellent. Pasture feed 17% very poor, 36% poor, 37% fair, 10% good. Land 
was prepared for fall seeding. More cattlemen started to feed hay. Fall 
vegetable planting continued. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil 5% short, 85% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil moisture 20% short, 70% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Scattered shows across the State’s agricultural areas slowed the fall 
harvest. Daytime high temperatures ranged mostly in the upper-50's degrees 
Fahrenheit. Barley crop 80% harvested. Oats crop 25% harvested. Crop 
slow to ripen in the Matanuska Valley. Commercial potato crop 75% 
harvested. Other vegetable harvests winding down. Second crop hay, 55% 
harvested. Scattered showers caused harvest delays. Livestock condition 
5% fair, 85% good, 10% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton bolls opening 90%, 98% 1997, 98% avg. Cotton 
condition went down a little from the previous week. Condition 3% very poor, 
20% poor, 30% fair, 25% good, 22% excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity was 
reported as 13% not being harvested, 18% light, 17% moderate, 51% active, 
1% finished. Alfalfa condition declined from the previous week. Condition 
was reported as 3% poor, 17% fair, 61% good, 19% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed 2% very poor, 9% poor, 27% fair, 51% good, 11% excellent. 
Central area growers continued harvesting cantaloupes, watermelons, while 
eastern producers finished shipping gala apples, began harvesting gold, red 
delicious apples, chili peppers. Lemons continued to be shipped from 
western citrus groves. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.2. Soil moisture 4% very short, 
13% short, 68% adequate, 15% surplus. Slow, steady rainfall early in the 
week produced significant amounts of precipitation over the State, with the 
heaviest rainfall occurring in the southwest. Temperatures were cool early 
in the week, sunshine pushed temperatures above normal readings through 
the end of the week. Main farming activities included: Seeding, fertilizing 
pastures; harvesting sorghum, rice and cotton; finishing the corn harvest. 
Rain showers throughout the week slowed these harvest activities slightly, 
did provide a relief in the irrigation of late variety soybeans in some areas. 
Precipitation also alleviated very poor range and pasture conditions. Crops 
continued the development ahead of the five year average in most categories 
due to the hot, dry conditions that prevailed during the crop’s earlier 
development stages. Other farm activities included: Defoliating cotton, and 
spraying soybeans and pastures for insects. In addition, some wheat 
producers were preparing to start their fall planting. Despite rain shower 
activity, some cattle producers were still being forced to feed hay to their 
herds due to less than adequate pasture conditions. Cattle producers 
continued to wean calves, and were also reported as culling some cows in 
their herds. Cattle were in fair condition statewide. Alfalfa 10% very poor, 
27% poor, 30% fair, 32% good, 1% excellent. Other hay 13% very poor, 32% 
poor, 40% fair, 15% good. Range, pasture feed 21% very poor, 30% poor, 
36% fair, 13% good. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under favorable 
conditions in most areas. Ground preparation for fall seeded small grain and 
forage crops was ongoing. Harvest of corn for grain and silage was in full 
swing in the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys. Rice harvest was slowly 





gathering momentum in the Sacramento Valley. Cotton bolls were opening 
on approximately one-third of the San Joaquin Valley acreage. Many cotton 
fields were still being sprayed for aphids, lygus, mites and worms. Desert 
area cotton fields were being defoliated. Seed alfalfa and sugarbeet harvests 
continued in the San Joaquin and Imperial Valleys. Safflower harvest was 
nearing completion in most areas. Sunflower harvest was beginning to wind 
down in the Sacramento Valley. Alfalfa and sugar beets were treated for 
armyworms. Planting of new crop sugar beets was active in the Imperial 
Valley. Blackeye beans were cut and windrowed for drying in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Alfalfa, sudangrass were cut for hay or greenchopped. San 
Joaquin Valley flame seedless, red globe, ruby seedless grapes were actively 
harvested for fresh consumption. French colombard grapes were harvested 
for wine use. Thompson seedless variety grapes were picked for fresh, 
raisin, wine uses. Raisin grapes were approximately 75% harvested. Half 
of the crop was on open trays; 10% had been rolled; 5% had been picked up. 
Warm, breezy weather was beneficial for grape drying. Growers were 
concerned about low sugar levels, bunch rot. Late-variety stonefruit picking 
continued. Gala and Granny Smith variety apple picking was active. The fig 
harvest continued. Bartlett pears were harvested in Lake and Mendocino 
counties. Asian pear picking was active in the San Joaquin Valley. Prune 
harvest continued, although some growers were concerned about quality. 
Almond and wainut harvests gained momentum. Pistachio harvest began. 
Valencia orange harvest continued at a slow pace. New crop navel oranges 
were maturing, fruit size was smaller than normal. Lemon, grapefruit picking 
continued. Strawberries were planted, blooming was underway. Garlic, 
Carrots, turnips, tomatoes, green onions were being harvested. Worm 
problems were reported in a few areas. Fall potato harvest was starting. 
Mint harvest in the Tulelake basin was nearing completion, with excellent 
yields reported. Late-season cantaloupe harvest was underway. Rind decay 
was observed in some harvested watermelon fields due to uneven maturity. 
Honeydew melon, vineseed harvests continued in the Sacramento Valley. 
Mosaic virus was reported in some pumpkin fields, but it was not epected 
to affect harvest. Onion, carrot seed harvests were winding down, with 
average yields reported. A decay problem was reported in red onions due to 
untimely rains during harvest. Additional vegetable crops that were harvested 
included; sweet corn, fresh, processing onions, eggplant, bell peppers, green 
beans, cucumbers, squash, radishes, sweet potatoes, bittermeion (fruit, 
leaves) beets. Tomato fields remaining for harvest were sprayed for worms, 
stink bugs. Pesticides were applied to squash, melon fields to control leaf 
miner, beetles, loopers, aphids, mildew. Fall lettuce, cabbage, broccoli crops 
were growing well. Fall cucumbers were blooming, setting fruit. Garlic, 
Carrot, onion, potato, broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce fields were being planted 
in central, southern areas. Native pasture and rangeland were in good to fair 
condition, with plenty of dry feed and adequate stock water available. 
Supplemental feeding was necessary in low-elevation areas. Plenty of 
irrigation water was available for irrigated pastures. Low-elevation range 
vegetation was very dry and fire danger was extreme. Livestock were in 
generally good condition, with milk and egg production increasing as daily 
temperatures moderated. Feeder lambs were being turned onto harvested 
alfalfa and sudangrass hay fields. In Fresno County, beekeepers were 
putting out food for bees pollinating late-season melons. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil moisture 14% very 
short, 40% short, 46% adequate. Subsoil moisture 9% very short, 36% 
short, 54% adequate 1% surplus. Late-season crops continue to be pushed 
toward maturity by hot, mostly dry weather. Harvest of other crops is also 
progressing favorably. Spring barley 97% harvested, 100% 1997, 93% avg. 
Oats 94% harvested, 99% 1997, 87% avg. Dry onions 77% harvested, 86% 
1997, 77% avg. Sugar beets 1% poor, 9% fair, 64% good, 26% excellent. 
Summer potatoes 82% harvested, 74% 1997, 72% avg. Fall potatoes 30% 
harvested, 30% 1997, 22% avg.; condition 11% poor, 25% fair, 49% good, 
15% excellent. Dry beans 84% cut, 76% 1997, 69% avg.; 62% threshed, 
55% 1997, 52% avg.; 1% poor, 24% fair, 52% good, 23% excellent. Alfalfa 
70% 3rd cutting, 65% 1997, 62% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 22% fair, 
57% good, 17% excellent. Spring wheat 91% harvested, 70% 1997, 75% 
avg. Pasture feed, range in mostly fair to good condition. 
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DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 56% short, 39% adequate. Subsoil 3% very short, 46% short, 51% 
adequate. Soybeans 85% setting pods, 81% 1997, 93% avg.; 41% turned, 
19% 1997, 28% avg.; 10% shedding leaves, 11% 1997, 14% avg.; 10% 
poor, 27% fair, 63% good. Field corn 91% dent, 84% 1997, 94% avg.; 66% 
mature, 29% 1997, 59% avg.; 28% combined, 8% 1997, 19% avg.; 4% very 
poor, 21% poor, 34% fair, 37% good, 4% excellent. Silage 68% harvested, 
64% 1997, 75% avg. Apples 59% harvested, 63% 1997, 56% avg.; 2% poor, 
14% fair, 76% good, 8% excellent. Sorghum 62% turning color, 47% 1997, 
52% avy.; 10% mature, 4% 1997, 19% avg.; 10% poor, 27% fair, 63% good. 
Sweet corn 86% harvested, 95% 1997, 98% avg. Watermelons 86% 
harvested, 93% 1997, 97% avg. Snap beans 85% harvested, 84% 1997, 
92% avg. Lima beans 68% harvested, 73% 1997, 68% avg. Tomatoes 85% 
picked, 91% 1997, 96% avg. Alfalfa hay 51% 4th cutting, 61% 1997, 51% 
avg. Other hay 94% 3rd cutting, 97% 1997, 82% avg.; 38% 4th cutting, 32% 
1997, 15% avg. Hay supplies 18% short, 82% adequate. Pasture feed 26% 
poor, 41% fair, 31% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Showers received Friday 
morning south of Dover. Corn, lima bean harvest was active, pumpkins 
being harvested, wheat being seeded as corn was harvested. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture mostly adequate with scattered areas short or 
surplus. Haying active. Tobacco marketing active. Fall armyworms serious 
pest in hay fields, pastures. White mold serious problems in many peanut 
fields. Sugarcane planting started. Peanut 16% acreage for nuts harvested; 
fair 88%, good 12%. The rainfall delayed some vegetable field activities; 
minor flooding reported, Dade County; some plant beds washed out, East 
Coast region. Rain from tropical depression most areas, some growers 
recorded 2-5 inches this week. Abundant new citrus growth in all areas. 
New crop fruit progressing well. Maturity, sizes generally lagging behind last 
year. Packing houses running limited white and colored grapefruit and some 
Navels. Caretakers cutting cover crops, pushing, and removing dead trees, 
discing, plowing wet grove land. Pasture feed fair 35%, good 60%, excellent 
5%. Cattle fair 10%, good 85%, excellent 5%. Statewide, pasture condition 
declined slightly from previous week. Grass growth reported good in central 
area due to adequate soil moisture. Statewide, cattle, calves mostly in fair to 
good condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 23% very short, 
41% short, 35% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn 90% harvested for grain, 88% 
1997, 85% avg. Cotton 13% very poor, 25% poor, 35% fair, 24% good, 3% 
excellent; 77% bolis open, 54% 1997, 68% avg.; 9% harvested, 2% 1997, 
6% avg. Hay 15% very poor, 27% poor, 36% fair, 21% good, 1% excellent. 
Peanuts 7% very poor, 14% poor, 37% fair, 33% good, 9% excellent; 25% 
dug, 41% 1997, 41% avg.; 14% threshed, 25% 1997, 25% avg. Rye 8% 
planted, 5% 1997, 6% avg. Sorghum 12% very poor, 28% poor, 39% fair, 
21% good; 53% harvested for grain, 33% 1997, 42% avg. Soybeans 21% 
very poor, 26% poor, 36% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent; 100% setting pods, 
100% 1997, 99% avg.; 32% dropping leaves, 53% 1997, 34% avg. Tobacco 
93% harvested, 100% 1997, 99% avg. Apples 11% poor, 66% fair, 23% 
good; 47% harvested, 50% 1997, 47% avg. Pecans 17% very poor, 29% 
poor, 33% fair, 21% good. Pasture feed 16% very poor, 26% poor, 37% fair, 
20% good, 1% excellent. Hot, dry soils in northern areas delaying planting, 
preparation for fall crops. irrigating most major crops, vegetables continue. 
Spraying continues in most fields for armyworms. Most areas critically in 
need of rain. Major crops, pasture, hay suffering from extremely dry 
conditions. Digging peanuts, defoliating cotton active. Other activities 
include harvesting peanuts, cotton, irrigating vegetables, harvesting hay, 
caring for livestock. 





HAWAII: Mbdure of sunshine, showers remained mostly fair for agriculture. 
Parched areas of Hawaii Island received some showers, more needed. 
Irrigation heavy. Insects, diseases under control for most crops. Banana 
orchards in good condition. Local harvesting very active. Papaya trees 
continued good progress under summer conditions. Harvesting increasing 
in some areas. Head, Chinese cabbage production steady at a heavy level. 
Harvesting of cucumbers, dry onions slowed. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 1% surplus, 57% 
adequate, 38% short, 4% very short. South-central areas report rain damage 
to cut alfalfa, dry beans. Temperatures cool down with little precipitation. 
Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 80%, 1997 60%, avg. 58%. Irrigation supply 38% 





excellent, 55% good, 7% fair. Dry beans harvested 41%, 1997 61%, avg. 
55%. Oats harvested 96%, 1997 82%, avg. 82%. Onions harvested 29%, 
1997 50%, avg. 52%. Hops harvested 68%, 1997 92%, avg. 84%. Peaches 
harvested 80%, 1997 97%, avg. 92%. Prunes and plums harvested 42%, 
1997 95%, avg. 83%. Apples harvested 11%, 1997 18%, avg. 16%. Potato 
vines dead/killed 61%, 1997 79%, avg. 83%; harvested 16%, 1997 17%, avg. 
15%. Sweet corn harvested 85%, 1997 89%, avg. 87%. Corn harvested for 
silage 24%, 1997 38%, avg. 32%. Corn harvested for grain 2%, 1997 4%, 
avg. 1%. Sugar beets harvested 3%, 1997 5%, avg. 4%. Barley harvested 
98%, 1997 89%, avg. 89%. Spring wheat harvested 99%, 1997 91%, avg. 
87%. Activities: rolling, killing potato vines, harvesting potatoes, hay, dry 
beans, oats, onions, hops, sweet corn, early apples, sugar beets. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil moisture 7% very short, 
37% short, 54% adequate, 2% surplus. Warm weather combined with 
scattered showers helped the corn, soybean crops advance toward maturity 
quickly last week. Corn harvest picked up across most of the State, is ahead 
of normal. Soybean condition remains relatively unchanged as harvest is just 
getting started. Activities: Tending livestock, mowing roadsides, preparing 
equipment for harvest. Soybeans turning yellow 81%, 79% 1997, 72% avg. 
Alfalfa 3rd cutting 94%, 93% 1997, 90% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 35% very 
short, 50% short, 15% adequate. Subsoil moisture 24% very short, 47% 
short, 29% adequate. Corn, soybean harvests gained momentum last week 
as warm, sunny weather helped crops advance toward maturity. Soil 
conditions are dry around the State, some areas received scattered showers 
over the weekend. Tobacco harvest 75% complete, 46% 1997, 68% avg. 
Range, pasture feed 10% very poor, 29% poor, 37% fair, 20% good, 4% 
excellent. Activities: Harvesting com, soybeans, seeding winter wheat, baling 
alfalfa, harvesting tobacco, mowing lots, roadsides, caring for livestock, 
preparing equipment, grain bins for fall harvest. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture very short 10%, 
short 32%, adequate 53%, surplus 5%. Subsoil moisture very short 8%, 
short 25%, adequate 62%, surplus 5%. Dry weather continued to push plants 
to early maturity; some concern about drying down too fast. Harvest begun. 
Reports of second generation corn borers in southwestern district. lowa 1998 
row crops: Corn dent stage 98%, 93% 1997, 88% avg.; corn acreage mature 
88%, 51% 1997, 51% avg.; corn acreage harvested 6%, 1% 1997, 3% avg. 
Corn 3% very poor, 6% poor, 20% fair, 48% good, 23% excellent. Soybeans 
leaves turning color 95%, 91% 1997, 77% avg.; soybeans leaves dropping 
71%, 49% 1997, 42% avg.; soybean acreage harvested 5%, 3% 1997, 3% 
avg. Soybean 2% very poor, 5% poor, 17% fair, 50% good, 26% excellent. 
Third crop alfalfa harvested 88%, 90% 1997, 83% avg. Livestock generally 
in good condition. Pinkeye subsiding in south-central, southeastern lowa. 
Pastures running out in some areas with dry conditions; cattle being fed 
chopped silage to sustain flesh. Pasture feed 7% very poor, 17% poor, 29% 
fair, 36% good, 11% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 16% very 
short, 47% short, 30% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 35% short, 55% adequate, 2% surplus. Wheat seeding continues but 
slowly. Fall harvest continues ahead of normal. Eastern third received rain 
with the heaviest amounts in the southeast. Rain is still needed in the 
western two-thirds. Sunflowers ray flowers dry 96%; bracts yellow 87%; 
mature 47%, 42% 1997, NA avg.; harvested 14%, 5% 1997, NA avg. 
Sunflowers 1% very poor, 3% poor, 18% fair, 68% good, 10% excellent. 
Alfalfa 4th cutting 78%, 66% 1997, 58% avg. Major field activities: Seeding, 
preparing for seeding, applying fertilizer, cutting hay, harvesting silage, 
harvesting grain. Pasture conditions 2% very poor, 13% poor, 36% fair, 44% 
good, 5% excellent. The rain helped pastures. Stockwater 2% very short, 
17% short, 76% adequate, 5% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 74% very 
short, 25% short, 1% adequate. Subsoil moisture 59% very short, 34% 
short, 7% adequate. For the week, above-normal temperatures Statewide, 
rainfall 0.50 inches below normal. Late tobacco, soybeans still need rain 
badly. Tobacco condition variable; most early set still expected to have high 
yields later set tobacco is suffering from heat and dry soils. Burley tobacco 
Cut 85%, 53% 1997, 75% avg. Dark tobacco cut 88%, 69% 1997, 81% avg. 
Tobacco showing houseburn was 85% none, 13% light, 2% moderate. 
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Conditions of tobacco in field 22% very poor, 30% poor, 30% fair, 15% good, 
3% excellent. Hay 13% very poor, 36% poor, 29% fair, 20% good 2% 
excellent. Pasture feed 19% very poor, 39% poor, 29% fair, 12% good, 1% 
excellent. Some feeding hay due to stressed pastures, but concerns of a 
shortage have been limited due to a very good first cutting of hay. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Soil moisture 7% short, 57% 
adequate, 36% surplus. Corn 99% harvested, 100% 1997, 98% avg. 
Catton: cloudy humid conditions increased boll rot in cotton. Hay 77% final 
Cutting, 97% 1997, 85% avg. Rice 99% ripe, 97% 1997, 96% avg.; harvest 
progressed. Soybeans 88% turning color, 77% 1997, 69% avg.; infested 
with stinkbugs. Sugarcane 6% very poor, 13% poor, 33% fair, 34% good, 
14% excellent; 62% planted, 89% 1997, 72% avg. Sweet potatoes 3% very 
poor, 15% poor, 49% fair, 33% good; 31% harvested, 40% 1997, 39% avg. 
Livestock 3% very poor, 11% poor, 40% fair, 43% good, 3% excellent. 
Vegetables 11% very poor, 25% poor, 40% fair, 22% good, 2% excellent. 
Pastures continued to be plagued with armyworms. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 39% very 
short, 42% short, 19% adequate. Subsoil moisture 36% very short, 47% 
short, 17% adequate. Field corn 7% very poor, 17% poor, 34% fair, 37% 
good, 5% excellent; 95% dough, 99% 1997, 98% avg.; 89% dent, 90% 1997, 
94% avg.; 64% mature, 39% 1997, 60% avg.; 35% combined, 8% 1997, 
19% avg.; 65% harvested for silage, 45% 1997, 61% avg. Soybeans 19% 
very poor, 45% poor, 21% fair, 13% good, 2% excellent; 34% turned, 32% 
1997, 42% avg.; 17% shedding leaves, 12% 1997, 19% avg. Sorghum 5% 
very poor, 40% poor, 38% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent; 52% turned, 56% 
1997, 62% avg.; 10% mature, 4% 1997, 20% avg.; 10% harvested, 2% 1997, 
4% avg. Tobacco 89% harvested, 91% 1997, 85% avg. Snap beans 94% 
harvested, 90% 1997, 94% avg. Lima beans 65% harvested, 46% 1997, 
59% avg. Pasture feed 20% very poor, 45% poor, 21% fair, 14% good. 
Appies 1% poor, 17% fair, 74% good, 8% excellent; 36% harvested, 31% 
1997, 38% avg. Other hay 93% 3rd cutting harvested, 68% 1997, 72% avg.; 
55% 4th cutting, 15% 1997, 31% avg. Alfalfa hay 70% 4th cutting, 57% 
1997, 67% avg. Hay supplies 4% very short, 30% short, 56% adequate, 
10% surplus. Activities: Continued dry weather for the week. Continued 
harvesting of corn, tobacco. Sorghum harvesting started this week. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 25% very 
short, 45% short, 30% adequate. Subsoil moisture 37% very short, 41% 
short, 22% adequate. Hay third cutting 88%, 69% 1997, 70% avg.; 4th 
Cutting 28%, 16% 1997, 17% avg. Dry beans mature 94%, 54% 1997, 57% 
avg.; harvested 76%, 8% 1997, 27% avg. Soybeans turning leaves 91%, 
60% 1997, 72% avg.; mature 30%, 5% 1997, 12% avg. Silage harvested 
66%, 8% 1997, 27% avg. Rain fell over most of State ranging from 1/2 to 
over 2 inches of rain. Rain helped sugarbeets and added moisture for fall- 
planted grains. Much more rain is needed to replenish subsoil moisture 
deficiencies. Crop maturation aided by temperatures 7 to 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit above normal. Widespread rains aided growth on hay, alfalfa 
fields. Growth many areas not sufficient for 4th cutting. Winter wheat 
planting continued, expanded as Hessian fly-free date moved south, some 
areas still too dry for planting. Early harvest of corn and soybeans will open 
more land to possibility of planting winter wheat. Recent rains will aid 
emergence of earlier-planted wheat. Corn harvest gained momentum as 
relatively warm, dry weather encouraged early maturity. Other corn was 
chopped for silage. Rain reduced problem of splitting, shattering seeds as 
dry bean harvest continued. Potato harvest continued, with good quality. 
Warm weather continued to aid vegetable maturity. Harvesting of processing 
peppers was over half complete. Fresh pepper harvest continued. Broccoli 
harvest was underway, carrot harvest continued. Processing varieties of 
winter squash, processing carrots continued to mature. Harvest is about 2 
weeks away in west-central area. Harvest of cucumbers, celery continued. 
Appie harvest in high gear. Crop in Grand Rapids area about one-third 
harvested. Growers picked Empires, Jonathans. Labor supply has been 
adequate. Where there was no irrigation, fruit size was below normal. 
Concord grape harvest began. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 16% very 
short, 43% short, 41% adequate. Soybeans 98% turning yellow, 91% 1997, 
81% avg.; 51% mature, 18% 1997, 14% avg. Sweet corn 98% harvested, 
89% 1997, 85% avg. Potatoes 34% harvested, 36% 1997, 31% avg. Dry 
beans 81% harvested, 54% 1997, 47% avg. Rye 90% seeded, 83% 1997, 
68% avg. Flax 76% harvested, 29% 1997, 33% avg. Sugar beets 7% 





harvested, 5% 1997, 7% avg. Sunflowers 4% harvested, 0% 1997, 3% avg. 
Corn 92% silage cut, 34% 1997, 30% avg. Stubble plowed 75%, 58% 1997, 
56% avg. Pasture feed 14% very poor, 20% poor, 40% fair, 24% good, 2% 
excellent. Sugar beets 2% poor, 17% fair, 55% good, 26% excellent. 
Sunflowers 3% very poor, 9% poor, 48% fair, 38% good, 2% excellent. 
Another week of warm, dry weather allowed good progress on the corn, 
soybean harvest across the State. Little precipitation occurred last week over 
much of the State, causing topsoil moisture conditions to decrease for the 
third week in a row. Corn has dried down well in the field due to the warm, 
dry weather. Some farmers are hoping for a hard frost that will finish off the 
green stems left in the soybean fields. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 17% very 
short, 30% short, 50% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 96% harvested, 77% 
1997, 69% avg.; 98% silage harvested 99% 1997, 95% avg. Cotton 100% 
open bolls, 72% 1997, 86% avg.; 18% harvested, 5% 1997, 9% avg.; 7% 
very poor, 15% poor, 37% fair, 35% good, 6% excellent. Rice 93% mature, 
87% 1997, 85% avg.; 77% harvested, 53% 1997, 57% avg.; 5% poor, 28% 
fair, 52% good, 15% excellent. Sorghum 95% mature, 90% 1997, 92% avg.; 
85% harvested, 67% 1997, 70% avg,; 90% silage harvested, 70% 1997, 
82% avg.; 21% poor, 57% fair, 22% good. Soybeans 91% turning color, 75% 
1997, 68% avg.; 69% shedding leaves, 57% 1997, 44% avg.; 29% 
harvested, 22% 1997, 18% avg.; 7% very poor, 19% poor, 32% fair, 37% 
good, 5% excellent. Sweet potatoes 30% harvested, 23% 1997, 39% avg.; 
2% very poor, 8% poor, 45% fair, 41% good, 4% excellent. Wheat 10% 
planted, 2% 1997, 2% avg. Peanuts 16% harvested, 16% 1997, 29% avg.; 
1% poor, 35% fair, 60% good, 4% excellent. Hay 100% harvested (warm 
season) 94% 1997, 98% avg. Cattle 1% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 57% 
good, 10% excellent. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 20% poor, 33% fair, 31% 
good, 5% excellent. Activities: Scattered showers were received in some 
areas of the State. Rice, soybeans harvested are ahead of last year, average. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 19% short, 58% adequate, 15% surplus. The most notable shortages 
continue in southeast, with 77% short to very short, followed by south-central 
at 59% short to very short, northeast, east-central, southwest at 30% short 
to very short. Corn mature 86%, 72% 1997, 64% avg. All corn is mature in 
the southwest, southeast districts, with 89% harvested. The corn crop is 
least advanced in northeast, with 61% mature due to late planting, while the 
remaining areas are over 85% mature. Soybean maturity is 3 days ahead of 
last year and 5 days ahead of normal. Beans in north-central, east-central 
are most advanced at about 20% mature, 5% harvested. Least advanced 
beans are south-central, southeast with less than 8% mature. Sorghum in 
northeast district is least advanced at 29% mature, while most major 
producing areas have over 75% mature. Sorghum harvesting is 10 days 
ahead of both last year, 16% normal. Rainfall past week avg 1.70 in., ranging 
from less than a half an inch in Bootheel to over 1.5 in. in all remaining 
districts. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 16% poor, 39% fair, 36% good, 5% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 28% very 
short, 48% short, 24% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 32% very 
short, 43% short, 25% adequate. Conditions hot at the beginning of the 
week, cooled off toward the end of the week, with most of the State receiving 
some amounts of precipitation. Spring wheat harvested 100%, 93% 1997, 
81% avg. Barley harvested 99%, 94% 1997, 81% avg. Oats harvested 99%, 
95% 1997, 83% avg. Corn harvested for silage 66%, 47% 1997, 47% avg. 
Dry beans harvested 83%, 69% 1997, 63% avg. Second-cutting alfalfa 96%, 
90% 1997, 89% avg. Sugar beets harvested 3%, 5% 1997, 3% avg. 
Potatoes harvested 2%, 5% 1997, 7% avg. Range, pasture feed mostly fair 
to poor. Lack of rain still causing a lot of stress to range conditions. 
Therefore, ranchers are moving cattle, sheep off of pasture at percentages 
greater than normal. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 11% very 
short, 53% short, 36% adequate. Subsoil moisture 8% very short, 38% 
short, 54% adequate. Fifth hot, dry week in a row, rapid maturation, drydown 
of fall crops continuing. Rainfall light except for heavy amounts of up to 3 
inches in portions of the southeast over the weekend. Corn 1% very poor, 
2% poor, 14% fair, 64% good, 19% excellent; irrigated corn 86% good or 
excellent; dryland corn 78% good or excellent; mature 83%, 2 weeks ahead 
of 27% 1997, 33% avg.; harvested 8%, 1% 1997, 2% avg. Stalk rot common 
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in many fields. Soybean 4% poor, 21% fair, 58% good, 17% excellent; nearly 
all crop colored; dropping leaves 71%, 55% last year, 41% avg. Harvested 
4%, 2% 1997, 4% avg. Sorghum 2% poor, 13% fair, 64% good, 21% 
excellent; mature 51%, 26% 1997, 25% avg. Dry beans 1% very poor, 7% 
poor, 28% fair, 53% good, 11% excellent; nearly all the crop was dropping 
leaves; harvested 55%, 62% 1997, 49% avg. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 8% poor, 
28% fair, 55% good, 8% excellent; 4rd cutting 27%, 26% 1997, 26% avg. 

Wheat seeding 58%, 56% 1997, 52% avg.; emergence 23%, 24% 1997, 
13% avg. Pasture feed declined due to the extended dry conditions; 4% very 
poor, 14% poor, 32% fair, 44% good, 6% excellent. Dusty conditions 
causing health problems in cattle. Producer activities; corn silage harvest, 
grain harvest preparations, machinery maintenance, livestock care, 
marketing. 





NEVADA: Rain damaged hay from the previous week was raked and baled, 
although cooler, humid weather slowed hay curing. Third, 4th cuttings of 
alfalfa were underway in northern valleys. Alfalfa seed harvest continued. 
Winter wheat, spring wheat, barley harvests were nearly completed in the 
Winnemucca area. Field preparation for fall grain seeding was underway. 
Mint harvest continued in Orovada. Harvest of garlic for seed use continued 
and fields were being prepared for planting of the 1999 crop. Onion harvest 
continued. Harvesting of corn for silage gained momentum. Potatoes 
remained in fair condition, with harvest approaching. Pasture, range 
condition continued to rate mostly good, with drying siowed by recent rains. 
Cattle movement, calf marketing continued. Main farm, ranch activities: 
Haying, alfalfa seed harvest, onion harvest, mint harvest, garlic harvest, 
planting winter grains, fall seeding of alfalfa, irrigating, cattle marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 8% 
very short, 25% short, 58% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 22% short, 69% adequate, 3% surplus. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 
9% poor, 37% fair, 48% good, 1% excellent. Maine potatoes 10% harvested, 
10% 1997, 20% avg.; condition good to fair. Massachusetts potatoes 70% 
harvested, 70% 1997, 60% avg.; condition good. Rhode Island potatoes 
55% harvested, 70% 1997, 60% avg.; condition good to fair. Oats in Maine 
85% harvested, 60% 1997, 80% avg.; condition good to fair. Barley in Maine 
90 % harvested, 65% 1997; condition good to fair. Field corn 25% 
harvested, 10% 1997, 20% avg.; condition good. Sweet corn 90% harvested, 
90% 1997, 95% avg.; condition good to fair. Broadleaf tobacco 100% 
harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. First-cut hay 99% 
harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition fair. Second-cut hay 95% 
harvested, 80% 1997, 85% avg.; condition good to fair. Third-cut hay 50% 
harvested, 65% 1997, 55% avg.; condition good to excellent. Apples 35% 
harvested, 45% 1997, 30% avg., size average; condition good to fair. 
Peaches 95% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg., size average; condition good 
to fair. Pears 40% harvested, 25% 1997, 55% avg., size average; condition 
good. Cranberries <5% harvested, 5% 1997, 5% avg.; size average, 
condition good to excellent. Major farm activities included: Harvested field 
com, hay, small grains; planted cover crops; picked apples, peaches, pears, 
raspberries, an array of late summer, fall vegetables including pumpkins, 
squash. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Farmers are irrigating crops, 
planting cover crops, spraying for disease, pests, harvesting fruits, 
vegetables, cutting hay. Feed requirements are below average to average. 
Irrigation water supply is short to adequate. Good volume of green beans, 
eggplant, peppers, squash. Moderate volume of beets, cabbage, 
cucumbers, endive, escarole, herbs, leeks, lettuce, spinach, sweet corn, 
pickles. Tomatoes are moderate, declining in volume. Light supply of okra, 
parsley, pumpkins, radishes, Indian corn, turnips. Harvesting of sweet 
potatoes is increasing. Apple harvest is well underway with red delicious,0 
paula red, ginger gold and gala being the main varieties. Peach harvest is 
complete. Field crops (especially corn) need rain. Harvesting of corn for 
silage continues with corn for grain starting to be harvested in a couple of 
locations. Soybeans are dropping their leaves. Fourth cuttings of alfalfa 
reported. Pastures are in poor to fair condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil moisture 
continued to decline, falling to 17% very short, 52% short, 29% adequate, 2% 
surplus. State experienced another warm, dry week. Wheat producers were 
still planting last week as apple and green chile harvests continued. Sixty- 
five percent of the fall wheat crop was in the ground, 62% 1997, 62% avg.; 
27% emerged, 23% 1997, 18 avg. Apples 39% picked, 39% 1997; 17% fair, 





80% good, 3% excellent. Green chile harvest moved to 60% complete, 76% 
1997; 1% poor, 18% fair, 64% good, 17% excellent. Corn silage harvest was 
moving along quickly with 64% harvested. Overall, corn crop 6% poor, 24% 
fair, 61% good, 9% excellent; 90% dented, 90% 1997; 39% mature, 42% 
1997. Sorghum harvest is about 1 month away, early-season dry weather will 
reduce the acres to be harvested and production of this year’s crop. The 
fourth, fifth, and sixth cuttings of alfalfa inched forward to 87%, 64%, 15% 
complete, respectively; 1% very poor,4% poor, 34% fair, 53% good, 8% 
excellent. Outlook for the cotton crop remains favorable, there have been no 
reports of major damage to the crop by weather, insects or disease this year. 
Lettuce 18% fair, 28% good, 54% excellent. Pecans remained in good 
condition, with an average drop reported this year. Cattle were in fair to good 
condition, while sheep remained in mostly fair condition. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 20% short, 
65% adequate, 15% surplus. Pasture feed 11% poor, 20% fair, 69% good. 
Corn 8% fair, 59% good, 33% excellent. Silage harvest 27% finished, 9% 
1997, 18% avg. Grain corn harvest underway, 2 weeks ahead of average. 
Hay 91% good, 9% excellent. Third-cutting alfalfa 76% complete, 74% 1997, 
72% avg. Oat harvest finished. Dry beans 30% harvested. Potato harvest 
in full swing. Upstate crop 50% dug. Fresh apples in short supply in Lake 
Ontario fruit region as result of hail and high winds during Labor day storm. 
Harvest was 30% finished. Concord grape harvest underway in Lake Erie 
region. Grapes have high sugar levels. Vegetable harvests winding down. 
Onion digging continues with poor yields in Orange County due to hail 
damage. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 18% 
very short, 40% short, 40% adequate, 2% surplus. Another dry week in State 
allowed farmers to get into the fields as harvest season is in full swing. Dry 
weather continues to be a concern especially in the western half of the State. 
Activities for the week included: Harvesting tobacco, corn; cutting hay; 
planting small grains, tending livestock. Cotton harvest, peanut threshing 
kicked off this week as well. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 10% 
very short, 38% short, 52% adequate. Subsoil moisture 12% very short, 40% 
short, 48% adequate. Above-normal temperatures, dry conditions allowed 
excellent progress on late-season crop harvest. A hard freeze was reported 
in the northwest, light frost was reported at other stations across the State. 
Small grain harvest is virtually complete about 3 weeks ahead of average. 
Warm weather has accelerated corn, sunflower dry down process. Canola 
98% combined, 75% 1997. Corn for grain 67% ripe, 33% 1997, 35% avg.; 
6% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Corn for silage 45% chopped, 40% 1997, 
33% avg. Dry edible beans 95% cut, 73% 1997, 56% avg.; 86% combined, 
51% 1997, 39% avg. Flaxseed 92% combined, 78% 1997, 46% avg. 
Potatoes 94% vines killed, 86% 1997, 90% avg.; 50% dug, 34% 1997, 39% 
avg. Soybeans 81% mature leaves dropping, 74% 1997, 65% avg.; 19% 
harvested, 19% 1997, 11% avg. Sugar beets 6% lifted, 4% 1997, 6% avg. 
Sunflower 95% bracts turned yellow, 92% 1997, 84% avg.; 57% bracts 
turned brown, 51% 1997, 44% avg. Most late-season crop conditions 
remained relatively unchanged. Emerged crop condition: corn for grain 3% 
very poor, 12% poor, 25% fair, 53% good, 7% excellent; corn for silage 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 35% fair, 51% good, 9% excellent; potatoes 2% poor, 
12% fair, 51% good, 35% excellent; soybeans 4% very poor, 18% poor, 30% 
fair, 42% good, 6% excellent; sugar beets 1% very poor, 6% poor, 16% fair, 
51% good, 26% excellent; sunflower 3% poor, 22% fair, 60% good, 15% 
excellent. Stockwater 1% very short, 9% short, 85% adequate, 5% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 25% very short, 
42% short, 32% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn dented 95%, 81% 1997, 86% 
avy.; mature 41%, 7% 1997, 21% avg.; harvested for silage 40%, 9% 1997, 
28% avg.; harvested for grain 5%, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Soybeans dropping 
leaves 76%, 47% 1997, 57% avg.; nine days ahead of 1997; mature 28%, 
5% 1997, 18% avg.; harvested 6%, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Alfalfa hay 96% 3rd 
cutting, 838% 1997, 88% avg.; 49% 4th cutting. Other hay 82% 3rd cutting, 
60% 1997, 61% avg. Tobacco 81% cut, 50% 1997. Fall, winter apples 29% 
harvested, 13% 1997, 13% avg. Hay 4% very poor, 9% poor, 32% fair,46% 
good, 9% excellent. Farm activities: Making hay; harvesting corn, soybeans; 
Cutting silage; preparing ground for wheat planting; attending field days; 
hauling manure; spreading lime, fertilizer; preparing grain bins for storage; 
mowing ditch lanes; fing, installing tile; building waterways, ponds; pressing 
cider; marketing 1997 grain; mending fences; sowing rye cover crops; 
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Cutting, housing tobacco; reporting acres for LDP’s; harvesting tomatoes, 
potatoes, other vegetables. Reported weed pressures were giant foxtail, 
ragweed; Canadian thistle; goldenrod; velvetileaf; lambsquarter; 
Johnsongrass; ironweed. Reported insects were Asian tiger mosquito in 
livestock; worms in sweet corn; barn flies; leafhoppers; bird, animal damage 
in the corn crop. Reported diseases were white mold, Phytophthora in 
soybeans; smut in sweet corn; late blight, dry rot in tomatoes; rot, mold in 
squash; stalk rot in corn. Pumpkin producers are concerned about keeping 
the early crop fresh until Halloween. Most other vegetables, fruits are in good 
condition with reporters mentioning a “vintage” grape crop with high sugars. 
An Ottawa county reporter mentioned damage to the pumpkin, tomato, 
pepper crops due to excess rain. Pasture, grass condition is rapidly 
deteriorating as a result of inadequate rainfall. Some farmers are rotating 
cattle on different pastures, feeding hay as a supplement to poor grass. Hot, 
dry weather in the southern part of the State has caused some stress on 
cattle. Mosquitoes, face flies continue to be a problem. Most reporters 
comment on good cattle conditions. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 42% very 
short, 42% short, 16% adequate. Subsoil moisture 31% very short, 39% 
short, 30% adequate. Rain, cooler weather allowed many wheat producers 
an opportunity to complete final seedbed preparation for planting. Wheat 
seedbed prepared 73%, 86% 1997, 86% avg.; oats seedbed prepared 60%, 
77% 1997, 76% avg.; planted 7%, 4% 1997, 12% avg. Corn 4% very poor, 
6% poor, 7% fair, 83% good; mature 98%, 23% 1997, 67% avg.; harvested 
74%, 15% 1997, 41% avg. Soybeans 14% very poor, 26% poor, 49% fair, 
10% good, 1% excellent; mature 75%, 24% 1997, 41% avg. harvested 27%, 
5% 1997, 12% avg. Peanuts mature 48%, 24% 1997, 32% avg. Alfalfa hay 
13% very poor, 21% poor, 33% fair, 31% good, 2% excellent; 4th cutting 
43%, 75% 1997, 80% avg.; 5th cutting 4%, 10% 1997, 18% avg. Other hay 
2nd cutting 22%, 46% 1997, 88% avg. Livestock 3% very poor, 10% poor, 
31% fair, 55% good, 1% excellent. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 15% very short, 
29% short, 56% adequate. Subsoil moisture 7% very short, 16% short, 77% 
adequate. Barley harvested 94%, 93% 1997, 89% avg. Winter wheat planted 
3%, 10% 1997, 14% avg. Range, pasture feed 3% very poor, 6% poor, 21% 
fair, 68% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Field preparation for fall seeding 
continued. Field corn for silage harvest started Willamette Valley. New grass 
seed fields were being planted, with irrigation needed before, after planting. 
Barley and winter wheat planting began in east. Mint harvest continued 
central. Some hay, alfalfa seed was also being harvested. Field preparation 
for fall planting continues at nurseries, greenhouses. Nurseries are gearing 
up for bare root digging after leaf drop. Some over-sized trees at nurseries 
are being identified for disposal. Christmas tree growers have lost young 
Christmas trees because of the lack of rain this summer. Green bean harvest 
neared completion west. Sweet corn harvest continued, pumpkins were 
coloring. Cucumbers were winding down. Onions were being harvested, 
potatoes were moving to storage northern Willamette Valley. Hot weather 
east slowed onion, potato harvests. Hazelnuts were dropping, walnuts 
Continued to size Willamette Valley. In the north Willamette Valley, Evergreen 
blackberry harvest neared end, while caneberry pruning, training continued. 
Apple harvest was underway. In the south, tree fruit harvest continued. 
Growers were completing new cranberry beds southern coast; harvest of this 
year’s crop is expected to start next week. Apple harvest delayed by hot 
weather Milton-Freewater District. Livestock remain mostly good. Fall calving, 
early weaning continued northeast. Supplemental feeding continued in the 
Willamette Valley. Ranges, pastures continued dry across the State, rain late 
in the week should get fall growth started in most regions. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 31% very 
short, 53% short, 16% adequate. Ensilage corn harvested 40% harvested, 
24% 1997, 31% avg. Soybean harvest 4% complete, 2% 1997. 1% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 23% fair, 56% good, 16% excellent. Wheat planted 5% 
complete, 34% 1997, 24% avg.; emerged 1% complete, 8% 1997, average 
not available. Barley planted 19% complete, 28% 1997, 24% avg.; emerged 
9% complete, 17% 1997, average not available. Tobacco 99% harvested, 
87% 1997, 92% avg. Potato harvest 55% complete, 37% 1997, 45% avg. 
Alfalfa 3rd cutting 85% complete, 84% 1997, 79% avg. Alfalfa 4th cutting 
49% complete, 54% 1997, 41% avg. Timothy clover 2nd cutting 90% 
complete, 95% 1997, 93% avg. Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 6% poor, 
20% fair, 58% good, 14% excellent. Apple harvest 39% complete, 37% 
1997, 39% avg. Peach harvest 95% complete, 95% 1997, 95% avg. Grape 





harvest 30% complete, 19% 1997, 36% avg. Fall plowing 33% complete, 
51% 1997, 46% avg. Activities: Fall lambing; fall plowing; cutting hay, 
haylage; harvesting fruit; harvesting vegetables; seeding cover crop in corn 
fields; clipping pastures; filling silos; machinery maintenance; fring fences; 
hauling manure; caring for livestock; attending county fairs. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: 6.2 Days suitable for fieldwork. Soil moisture 7% 
very short, 33% short, 60% adequate. Apples 42% harvested, 65% 1997, 
56% avg.; 34% poor, 35% fair, 31% good. Corn 92% harvested, 86% 1997, 
80% avg. Grapes 32% fair, 53% good, 15% excellent. Hay 98% cut, 99% 
1997, 81% avg. Livestock 5% poor, 34% fair, 58% good, 3% excellent. 
Pasture feed 7% very poor, 16% poor, 39% fair, 37% good, 1% excellent. 
Peanuts 98% pegged, 100% 1997, 82% avg.; 15% harvested, 19% 1997, 
18% avg.; 11% very poor, 32% poor, 45% fair, 12% good. Pecans 12% 
harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg.; 17% poor, 46% fair, 37% good. Sorghum 
95% turned color, 91% 1997; 65% matured, 83% 1997; 42% harvested, 56% 
1997; 2% very poor, 15% poor, 22% fair, 60% good, 1% excellent. Sweet 
potatoes 25% harvested, 21% 1997, 17% avg.; 13% fair, 87% good. 
Tobacco 98% harvested, 98% 1997, 94% avg.; 73% stalks destroyed, 84% 
1997, 65% avg. Winter grazings 22% planted, 24% 1997, 20% avg.; 15% 
emerged, 14% 1997, 11% avg.; 7% poor, 55% fair, 38% good. Winter 
wheat 12% planted, 2% 1997, 1% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 10% 
very short, 38% short, 50% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 30% short, 65% adequate, 3% surplus. Hot, dry weather aided row 
crop harvest. Flaxseed 98% harvested, 95% 1997, 87% avg. Sunflower 
weevils remain a problem; 7% poor, 17% fair, 53% good, 23% excellent; 99% 
ray flowers dry, 95% 1997, 96% avg.; 92% bracts yellow, 75% 1997, 77% 
avg.; 55% mature, 25% 1997, 31% avg.; 11% harvested, 0% 1997, 1% avg. 
Sorghum harvested for silage 41%, 28% 1997, 25% avg. Corn harvested for 
silage 74%, 40% 1997, 30% avg. Dry soil conditions slowed winter rye, 
winter wheat seeding. Winter rye seeded 62%, 64% 1997, 62% avg.; 
emerged 36%, 41% 1997, 28% avg. Alfalfa 7% poor, 31% fair, 51% good, 
11% excellent; cut three times 80%, 14% 1997, 3% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 
9% fair, 69% good, 21% excellent. Stockwater 1% very short, 15% short, 
80% adequate, 4% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 50% very 
short, 43% short, 7% adequate. Subsoil moisture 32% very short, 55% 
short, 13% adequate. Corn 94% mature, 87% 1997, 87% avg.; 67% 
harvested, 36% 1997, 39% avg.; silage 93% harvested, 84% 1997, 84% avg. 
Tobacco 94% topped, 95% 1997, 98% avg.; burley 70% harvested, 72% 
1997, 78% avg.; dark-air 78% harvested, 81% 1997, 84% avg.; dark-fire 81% 
harvested, 71% 1997, 81% avg. Pasture feed 19% very poor, 39% poor, 
33% fair, 9% good. Most of middie, parts of west received much-needed rain 
over the weekend, which should help pastures, late-planted tobacco and 
soybeans. Corn, tobacco growers used the dry weather during the week to 
continue harvesting their crops. Cattle producers in the State continued 
feeding hay in those areas hit hardest by the recent dry spell. Fall seeding 
of pasture and hay land has also been delayed. 





TEXAS: Rain continued many areas of State as Tropical Storm Francis 
moved inland early week. Fieldwork from Blacklands, to Rio Grande Valley 
slow most week because wet conditions. A return warmer temperatures late 
week helped improve native pastures, newly planted small grains. Fieldwork 
in Plains continued much week without major delays. A few light showers in 
area did not hinder progress. Supplemental feeding livestock slowed with 
improved pasture condition many areas. Sales some auctions also slowed. 

Crops: Small grains: Planting activity continued Plains, parts North 
Central most week. Early-planted fields emerging to stands, rain now needed 
to get fields off good start. Armyworms increased newly emerged fields. 
Warmer temperatures late week provided big boost recent planted fields 
Blacklands, Central. Additional planting activity slow for week. Corn: Harvest 
continued Plains, where yields below expectations many fields because of 
extremely hot weather during growing season. Cotton: Additional defoliation 
occurred in the Plains as harvest neared. Harvest continued few remaining 
fields North Central; however, many fields plowed up. Bolis continued to 
open Trans-Pecos. Rainfall along Upper Coast caused regrowth after harvest 
that will require additional plowing. Grain Sorghum: Harvest continued 
expand Plains; however, many fields still need additional drying time. 
Warmer temperatures by late week increased maturing. Peanuts: Harvest 
began few fields in Plains, most other fields maturing rapidly. Fields South 
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Central improved with recent rains. Harvest should begin few weeks in area. 

Rice: Harvest of first crop winding down along Upper Coast, but rain slowed 
progress, may cause damage remaining fields. Progress of ratoon crop 
remained good. Harvest second crop rice will get underway very soon. 
Soybeans: Fields continued mature rapidly Plains. Harvest winding down 
Northern Blacklands. Losses expected along Upper Coast due additional 
rain, high winds. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, producers busy reassessing 
planting intentions with recent rain, availability of irrigation water. San 
Antonio-Winter Garden, some planting occurred late week as conditions 
allowed. East, land preparations slowed by wet conditions most week. 
Sweetpotato harvest also slow for week. High Plains, cucumber, pepper 
harvest continued. Pumpkin harvest reaching it’s peak many fields. Trans 
Pecos, land preparation continued during week. Pecans: Harvest should 
begin South soon. Additional rain should help trees many areas. 

j : Improvement occurred pastures across State. 
Prospects for additional hay cutting also improved as fields dry. Armyworms, 
grasshoppers continued cause damage many areas despite rain. 
Supplemental feeding slowed some with improvement of pastures. Small 
grain pastures should begin providing grazing many areas soon. 





UTAH: Days suitable for field work 6. Topsoil moisture 10% short, 90% 
adequate. Subsoil moisture 11% short, 89% adequate. Pasture and range 
condition 4% poor, 23% fair, 66% good, 7% excellent. Irrigation water 
supplies 17% short, 82% adequate, 1% surplus. Stock water supplies 1% 
very short, 14% short, 85% adequate. Cattle moved from summer range 
17%, 24% 1997, 27% avg. Sheep moved from summer range 13%, 12% 
1997, 22% avg. Winter wheat seeded 55%, 53% 1997, 47% avg. Oats 
harvested for grain 89%, 81% 1997, 89% avg. Corn: in dough stage 82%, 
88% 1997, 47% avg; in dent stage 44%, 48% 1997, 48% avg; mature 12%, 
29% avg. Corn silage harvested 15%, 26% 1997, 22% avg. Alfalfa hay: 3rd 
cutting 81%, 60% 1997, 73% avg; 4th cutting 22%, 23% 1997, 16% avg. 
Alfalfa seed harvested 43%, 35% 1997, 45% avg. Onions harvested 40%, 
39% 1997, 43% avg. Dry beans harvested 95%, 43% 1997, 18% avg. 
Potatoes harvested 10%, 9% 1997, 21% avg. Peaches picked 83%, 89% 
1997, 93% avg. Pears picked 67%, 79% 1997, 88% avg. Apples 10% 
picked, 16% 1997, 23% avg. Overall, recent rain was welcomed, but some 
county agents reported grain harvest delays and hay damage 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil moisture 46% very 
short, 43% short, 11% adequate. Subsoil moisture 39% very short, 47% 
short, 14% adequate. Corn 99% dough, 97% 1997, 99% avg; 93% dent, 
89% 1997, 92% avg; 80% mature, 69% 1997, 75% avg, 50% harvested, 
23% 1997, 32% avg; 80% harvested for silage, 57% 1997, 57% avg; 7% very 
poor, 29% poor, 38% fair, 21% good, 5% excellent. Cotton 95% bolls 
opening, 49% 1997, 48% avg; 2% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg; 10% poor, 
26% fair, 52% good, 12% excellent. Soybeans 96% setting pods, 90% 1997, 
96% avg; 18% dropping leaves, 17% 1997, 3% avg; 9% very poor, 25% poor, 
27% fair, 32% good, 7% excellent. Winter Wheat 12% seeded, 0% 1997, 
3% avg. Flue-cured tobacco 62% harvested, 59% 1997, 71% avg; 6% very 
poor, 14% poor, 27% fair, 33% good, 20% excellent. Dark fire cured tobacco 
89% harvested, 85% 1997, 84% avg; 3% very poor, 12% poor, 31% fair, 
42% good, 12% excellent. Burley tobacco 73% harvested, 63% 1997, 66% 
avg; 6% very poor, 12% poor, 22% fair, 37% good, 23% excellent. Sun 
tobacco 95% harvested, 89% 1997, 87% avg; 26% poor, 27% fair, 39% 
good, 8% excellent. Fall apples 25% harvested, 27% 1997, 50% avg. Apples 
8% very poor, 17% poor, 34% fair, 35% good, 6% excellent. Pasture 31% 
very poor, 42% poor, 21% fair, 6% good. Alfalfa 14% very poor, 32% poor, 
45% fair, 8% good, 1% excellent. Other hay 27% very poor, 47% poor, 23% 
fair, 3% good. Dry conditions have persisted throughout the summer, 
causing row crops to suffer from heat stress. It is now too late for rain to 
help the summer crops; however, rain is still needed for producers to prepare 
for and plant fall crops. Rain is also still needed by livestock producers in 
order to water animals and to help fall forage prospects. Central Virginia did 
receive limited rainfall on Thursday and Friday, which helped to marginally 
improve pastures. Producers in other areas have reported that they are 
already feeding some of the hay that they have stored for winter. Ful-season 
soybeans are nearly ready to harvest, with overall yields expected to be 
slightly less than 1997. Many cotton producers are in the process of 
defoliating and some are even beginning to harvest. Peanuts producers are 
preparing equipment for harvest as well. Producers have reported that a 
good rain prior to harvest time would be helpful. Other activities for the past 
week included scouting and spraying of cotton, peanuts, and soybeans, 
preparing land for planting of fall crops, as well as, other general field work. 








WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 60% short; 32% adequate; subsoil moisture 5% very short, 40% short, 
55% adequate. Potatoes 37% harvested, 40% 1997, 36% avg. Potatoes, 
10% fair, 90% good. In the central areas, winter wheat seeding was well 
underway or neared completion. Producers in the eastern areas are still 
waiting for more moisture to plant wheat. Emerged wheat was in good 
condition. Potato, and dry bean harvests continued. Hay and other roughage 
supplies, 8% short, 50% adequate, 42% surplus. Silage harvest continued, 
fourth cutting alfalfa hay production continued. Range and pasture, 5% very 
poor, 30% poor, 40% fair, 25% good. Some precipitation fell across the state 
but much more is needed. Pastures were still very dry with no growth in 
most areas. Golden Delicious and Granny Smith apple harvests were 
underway with Red Delicious apple harvest expected to start next week. 
Blueberry and blackberry harvests continued in western areas and wine and 
Niagra grapes were being harvested. Vegetable harvests progressed. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Some areas of the state received some precipitation this 
past week, but more rain is needed to improve soil moisture and crop 
conditions throughout the state. Dry weather has begun to hurt fall seeded 
crops. Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 41% very short, 
44% short, 15% adequate. Apple condition 22% poor, 74% fair, 4% fair. 
Apple harvest 53%, 35% 1997. Hay condition 12% very poor, 15% poor, 
37% fair, 34% good, 2% excellent; Hay 2nd cut 94%, 95% 1997, 91% 5-yr 
avg; Hay 3” cut 66%, 53% 1997, 64% 5-yr avg. Corn condition 13% poor, 
38% fair, 49% good; Corn doughing 94%, 95% 1997, 97 5-yr avg; Corn dent 
65%, 49% 1997; Corn mature 39%, 13% 1997, 57% 5-yr avg; Corn 
harvested for grain 3%, 4% 1997, 17% 5-yr avg. Soybean condition 11% 
poor, 44% fair, 45% good; Soybeans 99% podding, 100% 1997, 100% 5-yr 
avg; 68% dropping leaves, 62% 1997, 57% 5-yr avg. Tobacco condition 
19% poor, 52% fair, 25% good, 4% excellent; topped 99%, 100% 1997, 
100% Syr avg; harvested 59%, 85% 1997, 78% 5yr avg. Wheat planted 
18%, 16% 1997. Cattle 1% poor, 21% fair, 74% good, 4% excellent. Sheep 
2% poor, 33% fair, 64% good, 1% excellent. Pastures drying up from dry 
weather. There were reports of pinkeye. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 19% very short, 
24% short, 53% adequate, 4% surplus. Soybeans leaves turning 97%, 88% 
1997, 74% avg.; leaves dropping 73%, 36% 1997, 28% avg. Soybean 1% 
very poor, 2% poor, 13% fair, 58% good, 26% excellent. Third crop hay 
harvested 93%, 75% 1997, 73% avg.; 4th crop hay harvested 41%. Corn for 
silage harvested 71%, 11% 1997, 18% avg. Northwestern part of the State 
was very dry, about 1-2 inches of rain in the central, southern parts of the 
State helped crops. It has been about 4 weeks since the driest areas of the 
State received rain. As a result, much of the pasture land is having to be 
supplemented with hay. Even a good portion of the hay harvested has been 
short on quantity because of the lack of rainfall. Soybean harvest has started 
in some areas of the State. Usually, soybean harvest gets underway in 
October. There were a few comments that corn has dried up so fast that 
those attempting to harvest corn while it still had high moisture, failed in their 
efforts. Corn harvested for silage is approximately three weeks ahead of 
normal. Apple harvest appears to be good overall. However, some orchards 
were damaged by hail in the southwestern part of the State. Potato, kidney 
beans continue to be harvested. Tobacco appears to be completely 
harvested, cranberry harvest will start soon. Pasture feed 7% very poor, 16% 
poor, 31% fair, 41% good, 5% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 13% very short, 38% 
short, 47% adequate 2% surplus. Winter wheat planted 95%, 90% 1997, 
80% avg.; emerged 54%, 64% 1997, 48% avg. Barley harvested 93%, 93% 
1997, 94% avg. Oats harvested 94%, 90% 1997, 88% avg. Corn dented 
94%, 95% 1997, 82% avg.; mature 59%, 65% 1997, 47% avg. Dry beans 
windrowed 91%, 99% 1997, 91% avg.; combined 57%, 76% 1997, 59% avg. 
Alfalfa 3rd cutting 46%, 33% 1997, 44% avg. Range, pasture feed 1% very 
poor, 11% poor, 27% fair, 54% good, 7% excellent. Dry bean 1% poor, 14% 
fair, 88% good, 2% excellent. Corn 2% poor, 7% fair, 85% good, 6% 
excellent. Sugar beet 21% fair, 79% good. Cattle moved from summer 
ranges 34%. Sheep moved from summer ranges 29%. Scattered showers 
helped bring down temperatures, improve topsoil moisture supplies. Small 
grain harvest nearly complete. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





September 13 - 19, 1998 





FSU-WESTERN Rain slowed fieldwork in western Ukraine, while 
generally dry weather helped crop harvesting and winter grain planting 
in eastern Ukraine and most of Russia. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Unseasonably warm, dry weather favored rapid 


spring grain harvesting in Kazakstan, while occasional showers slowed 
harvest activities in Western Siberia, Russia. 


EUROPE: Wet weather slowed fieldwork in the north and east. 


AUSTRALIA: Chronic wetness in eastern winter grain areas 
heightened concern for crop quality and disease. 


SOUTH ASIA: Rain provided additional moisture to immature 


oilseeds in western India but was unfavorable for maturing cotton. 


in 





HIGHLIGHTS 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers slowed rice harvesting in Vietnam, 
the northern Philippines, and portions of Thailand. 


EASTERN ASIA: In northern and central Japan, heavy rain caused 
additional flooding and possibly damaged maturing rice. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, light rain brought little 
relief to stressed vegetative winter wheat, and freezing temperatures 
burned back early growth. 


MEXICO: Widespread showers brought drought relief to northeastern 
Mexico and favored filling corn across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt. 


CANADA: Showers hampered final Prairie harvests. 
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_FSU-NEW LANDS | 


Spring grain harvesting was well underway in Russia and Kazakstan. 

In Russia, dry weather favored harvesting in the Urals, while 

occasional showers slowed harvesting farther east in Western Siberia. 

Reports as of September 14 indicated that small grains and pulses, 

excluding corn, were about 60 percent harvested compared with about 

70 percent last year. In Kazakstan, dry weather continued to favor 

rapid spring grain harvesting. In cotton-producing areas of Central 

Asia, dry weather favored cotton harvesting. In August, unfavorably 

| Total Precipitation(mm) | hot, dry weather prevailed in Kazakstan and adjacent areas in Western 
| SEP 13-19, 1998 } | Siberia, hastening maturity in spring grains and further reducing yield 

| prospects. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





In Russia, dry weather continued to help small grain harvesting in 
northern areas. Furthermore, the combination of adequate soil 
moisture and above-normal temperatures favored rapid winter grain 
emergence and crop establishment. Farther south, generally dry 
weather favored early summer crop harvesting in Central Black Soils 
Region, most of North Caucasus, and lower Volga Valley. Localized 
showers (25-46 mm) fell in western areas of the North Caucasus, 
providing much-needed topsoil moisture for winter wheat planting. In 
Ukraine, wet weather (29-69 mm) halted fieldwork in the west, while 
dry weather helped summer crop harvesting and winter grain planting 
in the east. Reports as of September 18 indicated that sunflowers in 
Ukraine were about 33 percent harvested. In August, the combination 
of frequent showers and unseasonably cool weather in the Baltics, 
Belarus, and most of northern Russia (Northwest Region, Central 
Region, Volga Vyatsk, and northern Central Black Soils Region) 
slowed crop development and harvests. In southern Russia (North 
Caucasus, lower Volga Valley, and southern Central Black Soils 
Region), well-below-normal precipitation in August further reduced 
prospects for corn, sunflowers, and sugar beets in the filling stage of 
development. In Ukraine, unseasonably warm, dry weather from 
August 1-22 favored rapid small grain harvest activities but worsened 
conditions for corn and sunflower development. Light to moderate rain 
began over Ukraine on August 23 and lasted until month’s end, 
preventing further deterioration of corn and sunflowers. 
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Widespread, locally heavy rain (10-25 mm, exceeding 50 mm in 
sections of eastern Saskatchewan) swept across the Prairies late in the 
week. Fortunately, spring grains and oilseeds had already been 
harvested, except for sunflower and flax. The moisture was beneficial 
for winter wheat establishment and autumn field activities, such as 
tillage and spraying. In eastern Canada, warm, mostly dry weather 
favored maturing corn and soybeans. Winter wheat planting was likely 
underway, but moisture was needed in most areas for even germination 
and establishment. In August, rainfall was near to below normal 
across the Prairies, with the wettest areas extending from central 
Saskatchewan to Manitoba. Mostly dry, warm weather developed 
across the Prairies in late August, creating ideal harvest conditions and 
allowing fieldwork to progress at a record pace. In eastern Canada, 
early-August rainfall benefited immature corn and soybeans, but drier, 
periodically warm conditions the remainder of the month hastened crop 
development. (This is the final summary of the 1998 growing season. 
Coverage will resume next May as spring planting commences.) 
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Correction: In last week's Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, the 
incorrect total precipitation map for Western FSU was published. The 
correct map is shown on the left. 
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Widespread rain spread across Europe during the week, with 
precipitation diminishing in the west as the week progressed. Greatest 
amounts of rain (25-50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) 
fell from the Benelux countries eastward through central Germany and 
western Poland, and southward through the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Hungary, Slovenia, Bosnia, Serbia, western Romania, Macedonia, and 
northern Greece. While the precipitation in these areas halted summer 
crop harvesting and winter crop grain planting, it provided generous 
amounts of topsoil moisture for germination. In France, light showers 
early in the week were replaced by dry weather at week’s end, helping 
corn, sunflower, and sugar beet harvesting. In Italy, dry weather in the 
north allowed corn and oilseed harvests to progress at a rapid pace. 
Reports as of September 17 indicated that soybeans, corn, and sorghum 
in Italy were about 50 percent harvested. The sunflower harvest was 
the most advanced and is expected to be completed around September 
25. Elsewhere, light showers (10-34 mm) in southern Romania and 
Bulgaria likely caused some minor delays in corn and sunflower 
harvesting. In August, below-normal precipitation prevailed over most 
of the continent, helping small grain harvesting but limiting moisture 
for summer crop development. Adverse heat and dryness in southern 
Romania and Bulgaria reduced prospects for summer crops. In France, 
a heat wave (maximum temperatures ranging from 35 to 38 degrees C) 
from August 7-11 placed increased stress on non-irrigated summer 
crops in the filling stage of development. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


In northern and central Japan, heavy rain (50-160 mm) caused 
additional flooding, possibly damaged maturing rice, and slowed early 
harvesting. Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above normal 
across Japan and the Korean Peninsula. Dry weather favored rice 
maturation and harvesting in South Korea, while light to moderate rain 
(10-35 mm) slowed harvesting in North Korea. Across most of China, 
light to moderate rain (5-25 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 75 
mm) slowed summer crop harvesting but increased topsoil moisture for 
the upcoming winter grain and oilseed planting season. Heavier rain 
fell in the Sichuan Basin (30-100 mm) and Heilongjiang (30-60 mm). 
Tropical Storm Todd hit Zhejiang on September 20, with sustained 
winds of 60 knots (69 mph). The storm rapidly dissipated after 
landfall, producing only moderate rain (40-60 mm). Temperatures 
averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above-normal across China, favoring 
summer crop harvesting. During August, above-normal rainfall 
aggravated flooding across the northern Yangtze Valley. Drier weather 
favored late rice development across the southern Yangtze Valley and 
ae orm -— southern China. Above-normal August rainfall favored filling corn and 
conn reaccnincineme meee soybeans in the North China Plain, but slowed cotton maturation. 
Heavy showers also aided summer crops in Manchuria, but river 
flooding caused local crop damage. Excessive rain caused flooding and 
possible rice damage in northern South Korea and northern Japan. 
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Light to moderate showers (5-25 mm or more) kept winter grains 
unfavorably wet in eastern Australia’s main agricultural districts. The 
rain also slowed recovery of unharvested sugarcane following weeks 
of untimely wetness. Wet fields have already caused early delays in 
the planting of cotton and sorghum. Elsewhere, light rain (10 mm or 
less) dampened topsoils in the western and southeastern winter grain 
areas as periodic coolness slowed crop growth rates. In New Zealand, 
moderate showers (10-25 mm or more) covered pasture areas, except 
along the east coast of South Island, which was mostly dry. During 
August, crop areas in Queensland and New South Wales received 2 to 
4 times their normal rainfall (50-100 mm or more). While initially 
ay beneficial, the gradual trend of increasing wetness was punctuated by 

AUSTRALIA ; | eg heavy downfalls at month’s end. In the west and southeast, August 
Total Precipitation(mm) é rainfall was highly variable, with a pocket of extreme dryness (10 mm 

——— | or less) centered over western Victoria. 
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SOUTH ASIA 


Unseasonably heavy rain (25-50 mm or more, locally exceeding 100 

mm) continued over India’s western oilseed and cotton areas. 

Although the rain boosted moisture reserves for immature grains and 

oilseeds, sunnier skies would have benefited the development of 

soybeans and other crops. In addition, maturing cotton in north- 

central India (Punjab and Haryana) may have sustained some damage. 

Farther east, mostly moderate rainfall (25-50 mm or more) covered 

rainfed rice areas of east-central India (eastern Madhya Pradesh, 

Orissa, and Bihar). Scattered showers (25 mm or more) over 

Bangladesh and far-eastern India slowed the recession of floodwaters. 

August rainfall was near to above normal in nearly all primary crop 

areas of India and Bangladesh. In contrast, Pakistan and neighboring 

locations of India were drier than normal throughout the month. The 

heaviest rain (400 mm or more) occurred over Bangladesh and in 

northern India along the Ganges, resulting in locally severe flooding 

of important rice areas. Elsewhere, rainfall was generally beneficial 

for grains, oilseeds, and cotton, with near- to above-normal 

temperatures spurring crop development. The drier-than-normal 

SOUTH ASIA 0 conditions during the month over Pakistan were favorable for the 
Total Precipitation(mm) ° region’s mostly irrigated cotton, which is especially susceptible to 

SEP 13 - 19, 1998 A disease and pest infestation. 
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Moderate to heavy showers (20-180 mm) slowed rice maturation and 
harvesting across Thailand, Vietnam, and the northern and western 
Philippines. The moisture, however, increased water supplies for 
winter rice. A weak tropical depression (sustained winds less than 39 
mph) hit northern Vietnam on September 16, causing local flooding. 
Typhoon Vicki meandered off the west coast of Luzon from 
September 17 to 18 before moving northeastward across Luzon on 
September 19. Vicki brought torrential rain (200-500 mm) to western 
Luzon, causing local crop damage. Heavy rain (50-150 mm) fell 
elsewhere across Luzon and the western Philippines. Showers (20-80 
mm) maintained moisture supplies for oil palm across peninsular 
Malaysia. In Java, drier weather (1-15 mm, with isolated rainfall 
greater than 25 mm) favored maturing second crop rice and corn. 
During August, above-normal rainfall favored rainfed grains in 
Thailand. Below-normal rainfall continued to stress rainfed grains in 
northern Vietnam. In the Philippines, near- to above-normal August 
rainfall eased dryness for grains and sugarcane. Near-normal August 
rainfall continued to favor oil palm in peninsular Malaysia and 
second-crop rice and corn in Java. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 








In central Argentina, light rain brought little relief to stressed 
vegetative winter wheat. Topsoil moisture is also needed for fieldwork 
preparations for summer crop planting. Freezing temperatures burned 
back early wheat growth in Buenos Aires. Winter wheat planting in 
Buenos Aires is nearing completion. In southern Brazil, moderate rain 
(40-80 mm) raised quality concerns for filling winter wheat in Rio 
Grande do Sul and slowed harvesting farther north. The moisture also 
aided fieldwork preparations for summer crop planting. Temperatures 
averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below normal across Argentina and 2 to 5 
degrees C above normal in most of southern Brazil. In August, below- 
normal rainfall reduced topsoil moisture for winter wheat 
establishment across central Argentina, especially southern Buenos 
Aires. In southern Brazil, above-normal rainfall favored reproductive 
winter wheat in Rio Grande do Sul, but slowed early harvesting 
elsewhere. 





SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation(mm) 
August 1998 


(CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 





SOUTH AMERICA 
Percent of Normal 
Precipitation 
August 1998 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOMA 











SOUTH AMERICA 
Average Temperature (C) 
August 1998 











September 22, 1998 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








| MEXICO 
Total Precipitation(mm) 
| _ SEP 13-18, 1998 





_MEXICO 


Widespread showers (40-125 mm) brought drought relief to 
northeastern Mexico and favored filling corn across the Southern 
Plateau Corn Belt. Heavier rain (150-200 mm) caused local flooding 
in northern Veracruz. Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above 
normal across most of Mexico. During August, near- to above-normal 
rainfall favored corn across the corn belt. Below-normal rainfall 
continued across the northeast, while above-normal rainfall eased long- 
term dryness in Coahuila. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
September 20 - 26, 1998 


wo tropical systems, Tropical Storm Hermine and Hurricane 
Georges, and two strong cold fronts that affected the eastern 

half of the Nation, accounted for the majority of this week's rainfall 
and attention. Before a weakened Georges lashed the Florida Keys 
on Friday and threatened the eastern Gulf Coast at week's end, it 
tore through the Caribbean with sustained winds up to 120 mph, 
devastating the northern Leeward Islands, Puerto Rico, 
Hispanola, and eastern Cuba (see back cover for track). Georges 
caused an estimated several billions of dollars in damage and took 
at least 300 lives, with Hispanola and Puerto Rico particularly 
hard hit. On the morning of September 20, weak Tropical Storm 
Hermine made landfall near Cocodrie in southeastern Louisiana, 
but it rapidly dissipated later that day. Its minimal impacts to 
(Continued on page 5) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
i September 26, 1998 
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CROP MOISTURE: 


DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) . E:; by 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- nv 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 5 Computer generated contours 4 ) 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON 


USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM " - 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5S-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
September 26, 1998 
UPDATED BIWEEKLY 


























DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DIS- 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG- 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS...1S NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) 








DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
September 26, 1998 


(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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4 NEAR NORMAL 
9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.5 to 0.9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
9 MILD DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 

-2.9 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
-9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 


SEP 20 - 26, 1998 
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CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 
Based on preliminary data 





Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 
Based on preiminary data 
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(Continued from front cover) 

southeastern Louisiana and southern Mississippi included minor 
flooding from 1 to 3 inches of rain falling on saturated soils caused 
by Tropical Storm Frances’ copious rains a week earlier. Meanwhile, 
two slow-moving cold fronts, one traversing the northeastern 
quarter of the Nation during the first half of the week while the 
second pushed southeastward into the upper Midwest and central 
Plains by week's end, brought 2 to 4 inches of rain to eastern 
Kansas, western Missouri, central Oklahoma, and western 
Arkansas, and lesser amounts to the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys 
and central Appalachians. The rains missed most of the parched 
winter wheat areas of the Texas and Oklahoma Panhandles, 
eastern Colorado, and western Kansas, but favorably dry weather 
persisted over the northern Delta's cotton area where bolls were 
open. Farther west, an upper-air low over the Great Basin brought 
cool, unsettled weather to the Northwest, providing additional 
moisture for the winter wheat. 


Above-normal temperatures persisted across the southern and 
eastern United States, especially toward the week's end as over 60 
daily records were set during Friday and Saturday. Weekly 
departures between +6°F and +10°F were common from the 
southern Rockies northeastward into the Tennessee Valley, and 
warmer-than-normal conditions covered the remainder of the Nation 
east of the Rockies, and the northern Intermountain West. With 
an upper-level low settled over the Great Basin, cooler-than-normal 
weather was observed across much of the West, with the largest 
negative departures (-3°F to -7°F) in interior California. Most of 
Alaska recorded a wet and mild week, while Hawaii measured near- 
to below-normal temperatures. 


On Sunday, Hurricane Georges, weakened from its dangerous 
category four status earlier on Saturday, approached the northern 
Leeward Islands with sustained winds of 110 mph, while Hermine 
dissipated harmessly in eastern Louisiana. Meanwhile, 
unseasonably warm air ahead of a cold front pushed readings into the 
80's°F in northern Michigan, including a record 87°F at Alpena, 
MI. As the front slowly tracked southeastward and eventually 
stalled across the central Great Plains, showers and thunderstorms 


developed along the stationary front, bringing 2 to 4 inches of rain 
to the area. The northern portion of the front raced eastward, 
dropping lesser amounts of rain on the eastern Great Lakes region 
and Northeast Monday and Tuesday. In the Southeast, moisture 
from the remnants of Hermine and an old frontal boundary triggered 
slow-moving thunderstorms that dumped a daily record 10.52 inches 
of rain on Charleston, SC Monday, eclipsing the former record of 
4.84 inches from Hurricane Hugo in 1989. By Tuesday, cloud cover 
and cool northerly winds kept Dodge City, KS's maximum to a 
record low 56°F, a huge swing from when it reached 98°F 3 days 
earlier. As high pressure dropped southward out of Canada, fall-like 
weather enveloped the North Central States, replacing mid-month's 
record warmth, with highs in the 60's°F and lows in the 30's°F. By 
midweek, the cold front had advanced off the East coast and to the 
eastern Gulf Coast. 


After Georges had battered Puerto Rico on Monday, Hispanola on 
Tuesday, and eastern Cuba on Wednesday, it re-emerged over open 
waters on Thursday in the Florida Straits and threatened the 
Florida Keys on Friday as it slowly strengthened. By Friday 
afternoon, the center of Georges passed near Key West, FL, with 
sustained winds of 105 mph and heavy rains, but mandatory 
evacuations kept injuries and fatalities to a minimum. As it tracked 
to the northwest into the eastern Gulf of Mexico, additional 
evacuations of low-lying areas along the central and eastern Gulf 
coast were mandated by week's end. Farther north, southerly flow 
around the back side of high pressure centered over the Mid- 
Atlantic and a southward advancing cold front from Canada 
triggered showers and thunderstorms in the central Great Plains 
and upper Midwest, including 1.69 inches of rain at Wausau, WI 
during a 24-hour period ending 8 a.m. EDT Saturday. Summer-like 
conditions enveloped the southern and central Plains on Friday as 
nearly three dozen record highs were set, including 100°F at Grand 
Island, NE, its latest reading of triple-digits, and 98°F (again) at 
Dodge City, KS, an increase of 42°F from its Tuesday high. The 
warmth expanded northeastward on Saturday as over 30 more record 
highs were broken. With so many record highs, the warmth also 
persisted into the night as nearly two dozen stations established new 
record high minimums during September 25-26. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending September 26, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 26, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 26, 1998 
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National Agricultural Summary 





September 21 - 27, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Crops continued to quickly ripen in the Corn Belt, 
Great Plains, Delta, and Southeast due to above-normal 
temperatures that prevailed east of the Rocky 
Mountains. Most of the Great Plains remained dry, 
allowing fall tillage operations to continue at a good 
pace, but dry soils discouraged some growers from 


continuing with winter wheat seeding. Dry weather in 
the Corn Belt and Delta States aided harvest progress, 
while rain slowed fieldwork along the Gulf Coast and 
parts of the Southeast. Below-normal temperatures 
prevailed in the Southwest, but crops continued to 
ripen and the harvest gained momentum. 





Corn: Warm weather continued to quickly ripen the 
Nation’s corn crop, as 89 percent of the crop has reached 
maturity. Development remained well over 1 week ahead of 
the normal pace of 62 percent and nearly 2 weeks ahead of 
the slow 1997 pace. Harvest progress, aided by dry weather 
across most of the Corn Belt and Great Plains States, 
steadily advanced to 22 percent. Although many farmers 
were waiting for mother nature to dry the corn for them, 
harvest progress remained more than 1 week ahead of the 5- 
year average. 


Soybeans: The Nation’s soybeans also quickly ripened 
due to the hot, dry weather. Eighty percent of the crop was 
dropping leaves, up 15 percentage points from the previous 
week, and more than 1 week ahead of the 63 percent average 
pace. Development rapidly continued in the Corn Belt, 
especially along the Ohio River Valley and northern Delta 
region. The pace was much slower in the Southeast and 
Atlantic Coastal States, where development varied from 
slightly behind normal to slightly ahead of normal. The 
harvest pace accelerated, advancing to 20 percent complete, 
compared with the normal 9 percent. 


Cotton: Bolls were opening on 82 percent of the Nation’s 
cotton fields, compared with the 74 percent average for this 
date. In the Delta region, virtually all fields had bolls 
opening. In California, progress advanced 25 percentage 
points despite much cooler weather. Harvest activity 
continued at a normal pace, advancing to 23 percent, 1 week 
ahead of the 16 percent average. Growers in many areas 
continued applying defoliants to prepare fields for harvest. 


Winter wheat: Dry conditions continued to prevail in the 
Great Plains and Pacific Northwest, allowing planting 


preparations to rapidly move forward, but hindering seeding 
operations. Nationally, 33 percent of the crop has been 
seeded, compared with 39 percent normally planted by this 
date. Growers made good progress in Colorado, Nebraska, 
and South Dakota, while seeding progress fell further 
behind-normal in Kansas, Oklahoma, and the Pacific 
Northwest. In the Corn Belt, planting was just beginning. 
Warm weather aided crop germination and emergence, where 
soil moisture was adequate, but emergence advanced only 7 
percentage points, to 15 percent. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 71 percent complete, nearly 1 
week ahead of the 62 percent normal pace for this date. 
Harvest activity continued at a steady rate in the Delta rice- 
producing areas and accelerated in California. Late-season 
harvest continued in the western Gulf Coast States, where 
the harvest was nearly finished. 


Sorghum: Seventy-six percent of the crop has matured, 
compared with 61 percent a week ago and 58 percent 
normally mature by this date. Harvest slowly continued, 
advancing just 4 percentage points, to 34 percent, but 
remained ahead of the 5-year average. Harvest activity 
continued to focus on the Delta States, while progress lagged 
in the southern Plains. 


Peanuts: The peanut harvest advanced just 7 percentage 
points, to 19 percent. Normally, 28 percent of the crop 
would be harvested by this date. Progress fell further behind 
normal in the major peanut-producing States in the 
Southeast due to early-week rains from Tropical Storm 
Hermine. In the southern Plains, the harvest was slow, but 
remained ahead of the 5-year average. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending September 27, 1998 


Soybeans Percent Dropping Winter Wheat Percent Pianted Cotton Percent Boils Opening 
Leaves 
Sep 27. Prev Prev. &Yr Sep27 Prev Prev = 5-Yr 
Sep27 Prev Prev. &Yr 1996 Week = Year 1998 Week Year 
1998 Week Year 1 
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These 14 States planted 98% of 
last cotton 





Cotton Percent Harvested 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda. gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil moisture 17% very 
short, 38% short, 40% adequate, 5% surplus. Corn harvested 94%, 84% 
1997, 77% average. Most areas of the State received some relief from 
recent dry weather. Rains helped pastures, hayfields, aided fall seeding. 
Peanut, cotton harvest was slowed or stopped by rainfall. Cotton bolls 
opened 85%, 58% 1997, 70% avg.; harvested 20%, 6% 1997, 10% avg. 
Soybeans dropping leaves 58%, 54% 1997, 40% avg.; harvested 6%,3% 
1997, 3% avg. Peanuts dug 31%, 73% 1997, 55% avg.; combined 24%, 
62% 1997, 44% avg. Cotton 6% very poor, 10% poor, 53% fair, 29% good, 
2% excellent. Soybean 5% very poor, 31% poor, 43% fair, 17% good, 4% 
excellent. Peanut 4% very poor, 14% poor, 53% fair, 23% good, 6% 
excellent. Livestock 6% very poor, 7%, poor, 58% fair, 27% good, 2% 
excellent. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 28% poor, 48% fair, 16% good. 
Catfish continued to feed well despite lower temperatures. Some livestock 
producers marketed calves. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil moisture 95% adequate, 
5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 15% short, 70% adequate, 15% surplus. 
Continued wet conditions hampered or stalled fall harvests across the State's 
agricultural areas. Daytime high temperatures ranged mostly in the mid-50's 
degree F with a few in the upper-40's. Barley crop 85% harvested. Oats 
crop 65% harvested. Most harvest progress in the Tanana Valley. 
Commercial potato crop 85% harvested. Other vegetable harvests winding 
down. Second crop hay, 55% harvested. Showers stopped harvest, with 
some producers despairing about harvesting anymore hay because of 
conditions. Wind, range damage to crops, 45% none, 15% light, 40% 
moderate. Many acres of cut hay being rained on. Livestock 15% fair, 80% 
good, 5% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton bolls opening 93%, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Cotton 
harvested 9%, 24% 1997, 17% avg. Cotton went down a little. Condition 4% 
very poor, 16%, 47% fair, 26% good, 7% excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity 
7% not being harvested, 12% light, 40% moderate, 39% active, 2% finished. 
Alfalfa declined from the previous week. Condition 3% very poor, 4% poor, 
29% fair, 51% good, 13% excellent. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 9% 
poor, 27% fair, 51% good, 11% excellent. Central areas growers harvested 
Camtaloupes, green onions, watermelons while eastern producers continued 
to shipped gold, red delicious apples, chili peppers. Lemons were harvested 
by western citrus groves. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 6% very short, 
29% short, 64% adequate, 1% surplus. Scattered showers during the first 
of the week brought over an inch of rain to isolated areas of west, northwest, 
north central areas. Rest of the State reported generally less than a half-inch 
of precipitation. Temperatures continued well above normal. Main farming 
activities: Harvesting rice, cotton, soybeans; fertilizing, seeding pastures; 
preparing ground for and planting of wheat. Other farm activities included 
harvesting the last of the corn crop, defoliating cotton, harvesting hay, 
treating pastures for armyworms. Crop development continued ahead of the 
5-year average in most categories due to hot, dry conditions that prevailed 
during the crop’s earlier development stages. In addition, crop development 
had progressed nearly a week ahead of last year’s crop in most categories. 
There were isolated reports of soybeans being harvested for hay. Some 
producers culled non-productive cows to relieve pressure on forages, and 
some producers were still feeding hay due to less than adequate pastures. 
Spring calves were being weaned; cattle were treated for worms, flies; good 
condition statewide. Alfalfa 9% very poor, 24% poor, 42% fair, 23% good, 
2% excellent. Other hay 9% very poor, 24% poor, 46% fair, 20% good, 1% 


excellent. Range, pasture feed 9% very poor, 25% poor, 43% fair, 21% 
good, 2% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities continued with cooler weather reported in 
many areas. Cutting, baling hay, cutting silage corn, spraying crops for 
insect control were some activities taking place in the Central Valley. Cotton 





defoliation began on a limited basis in the San Joaquin Valley. Other cotton 
fields received their final irrigation for the season. Cotton harvest started in 
the Imperial Valley. Dry bean harvest was progressing with slower drying 
due to cooler weather. Safflower harvest continued. Corn for grain fields 
were being harvested. Sugar beets dug, moved to processors. Seed alfalfa 
harvest continued with lower yields reported. Rice was also among the crops 
being harvested. Mint acreage was harvested in the Tulelake basin, with 
above-average yields reported in some areas. Mint was showing promise as 
an alternative crop for the North State. Fields were being prepared for fall 
planting. Some growers were waiting for rainfall, which would allow easier 
soil preparation. Some old stands of alfalfa were being disced. Grapes for 
fresh use in the San Joaquin Valley continued to be picked. Flame seedless, 
red globe, ruby seedless were the major varieties being picked. Grapes for 
wine were also harvested. Thompson seedless variety grapes were picked 
for fresh, raisin, wine uses. For raisins, almost all of the crop has been 
harvested, one-half was on open trays, one-fourth rolled, one-fifth picked up. 
Late variety stone fruit picking was winding down. Royal gala, fuji, granny 
Smith, red delicious apple picking was active. Dried figs were picked up. 
Olive harvest has begun. Bartlett pear harvest was active in Lake, Mendicino 
Counties. Asian pear picking was also active in the San Joaquin Valley along 
with pomegranates. Prune harvest continued, with growers concerned about 
quality. Almond, pistachio, walnut harvests increased intensity. Valencia 
orange harvest continued at a slow pace. New crop navel oranges maturing, 
small sized fruit. Lemon, grapefruit picking continued. Fall strawberries 
were harvested in Fresno County, while in Tulare County new crop 
strawberry plantings were doing well with warm days, cool nights. Harvest 
for fall potatoes, fresh, processed tomatoes, garlic, carrot, turnip, green 
onions progressed well. Late-season cantaloupe, watermelon harvest 
continued. Honeydew melon, vineseed harvests continued in the 
Sacramento Valley. Onion, carrot seed harvests were winding down, with 
average yields reported. Decay problem continued to be reported in red 
onions due to untimely rains during harvest. Additional vegetable crops that 
were harvested include sweet corn, fresh, processing onions, eggplant, bell 
peppers, green beans, cucumbers, squash, radishes, sweet potatoes, bitter 
melon (fruit and leaves) beets. Tomato fields remaining for harvest were 
sprayed for worms, stink bugs. Pesticides were applied to squash, melon 
fields to control leaf miner, beetles, loopers, aphids, mildew. Fall lettuce, 
cabbage, broccoli crops were growing well. Fall cucumbers were blooming, 
setting fruit. Garlic, carrot, onion, potato, broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce fields 
were being planted in central, southern areas of the State. Treatment had 
been done in many areas to control worm problems. Potato growers in the 
Tulelake basin experienced significant impact from field mice. Pasture, 
rangeland were in good to fair condition over most of the State, with dry feed, 
stock water in good supply. Supplemental feeding was necessary in a few 
regions. Fire hazard was still very high on lower elevation rangeland. 
Livestock were in generally good condition, with cooler weather relieving heat 
stress. Cattle on upper-elevation rangeland were being gathered before the 
onset of fall storms in the high country. Sheep were pastured on harvested 
alfalfa, sudan grass hay fields. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 13% very 
short, 34% short, 52% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 12% very 
short, 32% short, 55% adequate 1% surplus. Late-season crops continue 
to progress toward maturity. Harvest of other crops is also progressing 
favorably. Dry onions 79% harvested, 90% 1997, 84% avg. Sugar beets 6% 
harvested, 6% 1997, 3% avg.; 2% poor, 11% fair, 63% good, 24% excellent. 
Summer potatoes 89% harvested, 82% 1997, 82% avg. Fall potatoes 36% 
harvested, 63% 1997, 43% avg.; 7% poor, 15% fair, 37% good, 41% 
excellent. Dry beans 92% cut, 83% 1997, 80% avg.; 79% threshed, 69% 
1997, 66% avg. Alfalfa 76% 3rd cutting, 76% 1997, 71% avg.; 11% 4th 
cutting, 9% 1997, 12% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 22% fair, 55% good, 
18% excellent. Spring wheat 96% harvested, 81% 1997, 83% avg. Pasture 
feed, range mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 64% short, 31% adequate. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 60% 
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short, 37% adequate. Soybeans 49% turned, 41% 1997, 43% avg.; 22% 
shedding leaves, 22% 1997, 25% avg.; 1% very poor, 10% poor, 39% fair, 
44% good, 6% excellent. Field corn 94% dent, 94% 1997, 98% avg.; 76% 
mature, 51% 1997, 74% avg.; 40% combined, 20% 1997, 32% avg.; 4% very 
poor, 22% poor, 36% fair, 34% good, 4% excellent. Silage 84% harvested, 
79% 1997, 87% avg. Apples 73% harvested, 75% 1997, 69% avg.; 4% poor, 
16% fair, 69% good, 11% excellent. Sorghum 65% turning color, 63% 1997, 
64% avg.; 12% mature, 25% 1997, 34% avg.; 5% very poor, 14% poor, 27% 
fair, 53% good, 1% excellent condition. Sweet corn 91% harvested, 98% 
1997, 99% avg. Snap beans 90% harvested, 85% 1997, 94% avg. Lima 
beans 72% harvested, 76% 1997, 77% avg. Tomatoes 88% picked, 94% 
1997, 98% avg. Alfalfa hay 70% 4th cutting, 66% 1997, 65% avg. Other hay 
95% 3rd cutting, 98% 1997, 89% avg.; 41% 4th cutting, 54% 1997, 26% 
avg. Hay supplies 30% short, 70% adequate. Pasture feed 28% poor, 39% 
fair, 33% good. Activities: Planting of barley began in Sussex County, 
continued harvesting of corn, sorghum harvesting started. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture mostly adequate with scattered areas short or 
surplus. Haying active. Tobacco marketing active. Fall armyworms serious 
pest in hay fields, pastures. White mold serious problems in many peanut 
fields. Sugarcane planting started. Sixteen percent of peanut acreage for 
nuts harvested. Peanut condition fair 88%, good 12%. Rainfall delayed 
some vegetable field activities; minor flooding reported, Dade County; some 
plant beds washed out, East Coast region. Rain from tropical depression 
most areas, some growers recorded 2-5 inches this week. Abundant new 
citrus growth all areas. New crop fruit progressing well. Maturity, sizes 
generally lagging behind last year. Packing houses running limited white, 
colored grapefruit, some Navels. Caretakers cutting cover crops, pushing, 
removing dead trees, discing, plowing wet grove land. Pasture feed fair 35%, 
good 60%, excellent 5%. Condition of cattle fair 10%, good 85%, excellent 
5%. Statewide, pasture condition declined slightly from previous week. 
Grass growth reported good in central area due to adequate soil moisture. 
Statewide, cattle, calves mostly in fair to good condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 10% very short, 
31% short, 51% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 95% harvested for grain, 92% 
1997, 91% avg. Cotton 11% very poor, 25% poor, 35% fair, 26% good, 3% 
ecelient; 79% bolis open, 67% 1997, 77% avg.; 15% harvested, 5% 1997, 
11% avg. Hay 11% very poor, 26% poor, 39% fair, 22% good, 2% excellent. 
Peanuts 7% very poor, 17% poor, 30% fair, 35% good, 11% excellent; 35% 
dug, 63% 1997, 60% avg.; 23% threshed, 47% 1997, 43% avg. Rye 15% 
planted, 7% 1997, 10% avg. Sorghum 11% very poor, 23% poor, 37% fair, 
28% good, 1% excellent; 64% harvested for grain, 37% 1997, 48% avg. 
Soybeans 24% very poor, 23% poor, 34% fair, 17% good, 2% excellent; 40% 
dropping leaves, 63% 1997, 47% avg.; 1% harvested, 1% 1997, 1% avg. 
Tobacco 96% harvested, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Wheat 1% planted, 1% 
1997, 1% avg. Other small grains 5% planted, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Apples 
7% very poor, 21% poor, 44% fair, 28% good; 58% harvested, 61% 1997, 
62% avg. Pecans 17% very poor, 27% poor, 35% fair, 19% good, 2% 
excellent; 1% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Pasture feed 12% very poor, 
23% poor, 36% fair, 23% good, 6% excellent. Scattered showers throughout 
the State improved soil moisture levels. Rain is still needed in the northern 
part of the State. Digging peanuts and preparing for fall planting delayed in 
some areas. Fall armyworm infestation remains severe. Producers were 
busy defoliating, picking cotton. Other activities included harvesting peanuts, 
soybeans, sorghum, corn, cutting, baling hay, fertilizing, overseeding 
pastures, harvesting fall vegetables, routine care of livestock. 





HAWAII: Variable weather conditions remained fair for agriculture. Mostly 
sunny in northern islands, leeward areas. Mixture of sunshine, showers in 
windward areas, particularly the southern islands. Banana orchards in 
mostly good condition. Harvesting very active, slowing in some areas. 
Papaya orchards in generally good condition. Increased harvesting expected 
as new acreage matures. Market quality, yields of head cabbage remain 
good. Plantings made good progress. Cucumber production steady, insects 
a problem in some areas. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 2% surplus, 59% 
adequate, 38% short, 1% very short. Temperatures continue to cool down. 
Light rains dampen soil but harvest continues. Alfalfa hay third cutting 86%, 
1997 70%, avg. 70%. Irrigation Supply 29% excellent, 63% good, 7% fair, 
poor 1%. Dry beans harvested 74%, 1997 76%, avg. 72%. Oats harvested 
99%, 1997 88%, avg. 88%. Onions harvested 37%, 1997 67%, avg. 66%. 





Hops harvested 81%, 1997 100%, avg. 95%. Peaches harvested 88%, 1997 
99%, avg. 97%. Prunes,plums harvested 59%, 1997 99%, avg. 94%. 
Apples harvested 15%, 1997 25%, avg. 26%. Potato vines dead/killed 85%, 
1997 91%, avg. 95%; harvested 24%, 1997 26%, avg. 25%. Sweet corn 
harvested 86%, 1997 94%, avg. 93%. Corn harvested for silage 43%, 1997 
55%, avg. 48%. Corn harvested for grain 3%, 1997 5%, avg. 2%. Sugar 
beets harvested 7%, 1997 9%, avg. 8%. Activities: Working the seedbed, 
planting winter wheat, harvesting fall crops, moving livestock off of summer 
range. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture 5% very short, 
32% short, 61% adequate, 2% surplus. Soybean harvest gained momentum 
last week. Favorable weather has allowed the corn crop to mature quickly 
this year. Percentage harvested is the largest since 1991. In addition to 
preparing equipment for winter wheat seeding, farmers are continuing the 
final cutting of hay. Other activities for last week included chopping silage, 
hauling grain. Corn dented 98%, 98% 1997, 97% avg. Soybeans turning 
yellow 90%, 92% 1997, 87% avg. Sorghum coloring 92%, 89% 1997, 87% 
avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 98%, 97% 1997, 94% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 25% very 
short, 51% short, 23% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 22% very 
short, 45% short, 32% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn, soybean harvest made 
good progress last week, as continued hot, dry weather allowed crops to dry 
down rapidly. Some areas received scattered showers. However, soil 
conditions remain dry across the State. Tobacco harvest 85% complete, 
59% 1997, 80% avg. Range, pasture feed 10% very poor, 24% poor, 40% 
fair, 23% good, 3% excellent. Activities: Harvesting corn, soybeans, seeding 
winter wheat, baling alfalfa, harvesting tobacco, mowing lots, roadsides, 
caring for livestock, preparing equipment, grain bins for fall harvest. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil moisture very short 6%, 
short 22%, adequate 69%, surplus 3%. Subsoil moisture very short 4%, 
short 24%, adequate 70%, surplus 2%. Harvest in full swing across State. 
Corn, soybeans look excellent; crop maturity in some areas uneven. Crops 
on higher ground yielding a lot better than those on soils that had too much 
standing water this summer. Freeze would be welcomed to even up crops, 
kill weeds. 1998 row crops: Corn acreage mature 97%, 77% 1997, 71% 
avg.; harvested 13%, 3% 1997, 5% avg.; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 
50% good, 24% excellent. Percentage moisture of field corn averaged 24%; 
percent moisture of harvested corn averaged 20%. Soybeans leaves turning 
color 99%, 98% 1997, 91% avg.; soybeans leaves dropping 88%, 77% 1997, 
69% avg.; soybean acreage harvested 24%, 6% 1997, 9% avg. Soybean 1% 
very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 50% good, 27% excellent. Winter wheat 
planted 25%, 16% 1997, 21% avg. Third-crop alfalfa harvested 91%, 92% 
1997, 90% avg. Livestock in good condition. Still some pinkeye in south- 
central areas. Some movement of feeder calves into feediots. Pasture feed 
6% very poor, 17% poor, 35% fair, 34% good, 8% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil moisture 9% very short, 
29% short, 46% adequate, 16% surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% very short, 
28% short, 64% adequate, 4% surplus. Wheat seeding, fall harvest 
continues in the west. Rain fell in the eastern two-thirds, with the heaviest 
amounts in the east. Fall harvest remained ahead of normal. Sunflowers ray 
flowers dry 99%; bracts yellow 93%; mature 71%, 67% 1997; harvested 
26%, 6% 1997. Sunflowers 3% very poor, 3% poor, 23% fair, 60% good, 
11% excellent. Alfalfa 4th cutting 80%, 69% 1997, 64% avg. Major field 
activities were seeding, preparing for seeding, applying fertilizer, cutting hay, 
harvesting grain, harvesting silage. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 12% poor, 
34% fair, 47% good, 6% excellent. Stockwater supplies 3% very short, 14% 
short, 79% adequate, 4% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 56% very 
short, 33% short, 10% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 51% very 
short, 41% short, 8% adequate. For week, above-normal temperatures 
Statewide, rainfall 0.13 in. below normal. Conditions are still excessively dry 
in most areas. Tobacco condition variable; most early set still expected to 
have high yields, later set tobacco will have much lower yields. Burley 
tobacco cut 91%, 67% 1997, 84% avg. Dark tobacco cut 89%, 78% 1997, 
88% avg. Condition of housed tobacco was reported as 2% very poor, 8% 
poor, 38% percent fair, 41% percent good, 11% excellent. Pastures feed 
16% very poor, 37% poor, 34% fair, 11% good, 2% excellent. Some reports 
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of improved pasture conditions; however, there are reports of farmers feeding 
hay in some areas. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 10% short, 
72% adequate, 18% surplus. Corn 100% harvested, 100% 1997, 99% avg. 
Cotton: Cotton harvest continued, but damage has been reported due to high 
winds from tropical storms. Hay 78% final cutting, 98% 1997, 90% avg. 

Rice 100% ripe, 99% 1997, 98% avg. Soybeans 94% turning color, 88% 
1997, 82% avg. Many soybean fields in the southeast are flooded due to 
heavy rains from hurricane George. Sugarcane 3% very poor, 14% poor, 
36% fair, 34% good, 13% excellent; 73% planted, 94% 1997, 83% avg. 
Sugarcane planting has stopped due to hurricane George. A lot of cane is 
down due to high winds. Sweet potatoes 4% very poor, 11% poor, 51% fair, 
34% good; 40% harvested, 43% 1997, 49% avg. Wheat 4% planted, 5% 
1997, 2% avg. Livestock 4% very poor, 12% poor, 46% fair, 34% good, 4% 
excellent. Several livestock deaths have been reported due to mosquitoes. 
Vegetables 5% very poor, 19% poor, 50% fair, 24% good, 2% excellent. 
Impact of George unknown, still too flooded. Pastures: Armyworms 
continued to plague pastures in the north. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 32% very 
short, 46% short, 22% adequate. Subsoil moisture 31% very short, 48% 
short, 21% adequate. Field corn 3% very poor, 14% poor, 35% fair, 43% 
good, 5% excellent; 80% mature, 62% 1997, 75% avg.; 50% combined, 12% 
1997, 28% avg.; 80% harvested for silage, 72% 1997, 78% avg. Soybeans 
20% very poor, 47% poor, 19% fair, 13% good, 1% excellent; 65% turned, 
48% 1997, 58% avg.; 26% shedding leaves, 23% 1997, 31% avg. Sorghum 
5% very poor, 44% poor, 39% fair, 12% good; 73% turned, 81% 1997, 80% 
avg.; 31% mature, 18% 1997, 38% avg.; 15% harvested, 2% 1997, 9% avg. 
Tobacco 95% harvested, 96% 1997, 94% avg. Pasture feed 21% very poor, 
39% poor, 21% fair, 18% good, 1% excellent. Apples 1% poor, 11% fair, 
78% good, 10% excellent; 37% harvested, 45% 1997, 47% avg. Other hay 
4th cutting 57% harvested, 23% 1997, 38% avg. Alfalfa hay 73% 4th cutting, 
65% 1997, 74% avg. Hay supplies 6% very short, 32% short, 53% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Activities: Dry weather continued to plague eastern 
shore, slowed planting activities for wheat and barley. Hessian fly activity 
reported on eastern shore. Some precipitation reported in western areas. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 27% very 
short, 49% short, 24% adequate. Subsoil moisture 31% very short, 49% 
short, 20% adequate. Hay, 3rd cutting 90%, 75% 1997, 77% avg.; 4th 
Cutting 41%, 22% 1997, 23% avg. Dry beans harvested 94%, 44% 1997, 
45% avg. Silage harvested 87%, 24% 1997, 44% avg. Soybeans, turning 
leaves 95%, 80% 1997, 88% avg.; mature 50%, 12% 1997, 25% avg. Last 
22nd killing frost hit Upper Peninsula, scattered areas of northern Lower 
Peninsula. Significant rain fell only over northern third of Lower Peninsula. 
Totals there ranged from 1 to 3 inches of rain. Above-normal temperatures 
continued from previous week, were 2 to 6 degrees above normal, 
accelerating drying conditions. Fall harvest, tillage season was about 2 to 3 
weeks ahead of normal. Some corn was harvested as low as 14% moisture, 
went directly into storage. Soybean harvest picked up as fields matured. 
Winter wheat planting continued where the ground not too dry for 
preparation. Hay harvest continued although the lack of precipitation limited 
growth. Dry bean harvest almost complete, with some areas so dry that 
seeds were splitting, shattering. Limited sugarbeet harvest will begin next 
week. Vegetable yields are higher than expected, in spite of the extremely 
dry soil conditions this year. Carrot harvest was steady, with a high 
percentage of jumbos reported in the Southeast. Onion volume was 
increasing with excellent size and quality. Pumpkins were ripening, vines 
were dying back. Processing varieties of winter squash, processing carrots 
continued to mature. Apple harvest continued. Growers picked empire, 
Jonathan, golden delicious, red delicious varieties. Concord grape harvest, 
which began September 11, was in high gear. There have been some yield 
losses from late-season insects, desiccation. Cranberry harvest began. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 17% very 
short, 46% short, 37% adequate. Soybeans 87% mature, 55% 1997, 39% 
avg. Potatoes 44% harvested, 54% 1997, 46% avg. Dry beans 88% 
harvested, 79% 1997, 62% avg. Rye 98% seeded, 89% 1997, 83% avg. 
Winter wheat 96% seeded,92% 1997, 85% avg. Flax 85% harvested, 39% 
1997, 52% avg. Sugar beets 10% harvested, 8% 1997, 11% avg. 
Sunflowers 6% harvested, 0% 1997, 9% avg. Corn 97% silage cut, 68% 
1997, 52% avg. Stubble plowed 80%, 68% 1997, 63% avg. Pasture feed 





9% very poor, 24% poor, 40% fair, 24% good, 3% excellent. Maturity, 
harvest of the 1998 row crops continue to be ahead of recent-year normals. 
Some farmers are hoping for a killing frost to help dry the soybean plants. 
Only light frosts have occurred to date in major soybean, corn-growing areas. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 18% very 
short, 30% short, 45% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 99% harvested, 89% 
1997, 82% avg.; 100% silage harvested 100% 1997, 99% avg. Cotton 35% 
harvested, 8% 1997, 18% avg.; 5% very poor, 12% poor, 40% fair, 36% 
good, 7% excellent. Rice 98% mature, 94% 1997, 91% avg.; 86% harvested, 
65% 1997, 67% avg. Sorghum 100% mature, 92% 1997, 97% avg.; 97% 
harvested, 75% 1997, 81% avg.; 100% silage harvested, 72% 1997, 88% 
avg. Soybeans 94% turning color, 80% 1997, 82% avg.; 79% shedding 
leaves, 67% 1997, 59% avg.; 49% harvested, 33% 1997, 26% avg.; 7% very 
poor, 22% poor, 29% fair, 37% good, 5% excellent. Sweet potatoes 35% 
harvested, 27% 1997, 47% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 36% fair, 41% 
good, 19% excellent. Wheat 12% planted, 4% 1997, 4% avg.; 1% very poor, 
5% poor, 9% fair, 60% good, 25% excellent. Peanuts 20% harvested, 19% 
1997, 44% avg.; 36% fair, 59% good, 5% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 
10% poor, 35% fair, 45% good, 9% excellent. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 
26% poor, 37% fair, 30% good, 3% excellent. Activities: Corn, grain 
sorghum harvests are virtually complete. Cotton harvest continues to be 
ahead of 1997 and average. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 15% short, 62% adequate, 15% surplus. Major row harvesting is 4 
days or more ahead of normal despite interruption from wet weather. Rapid 
progress has resulted from early planting in most areas last spring, earlier- 
than-normal maturing. Corn harvesting is the most advanced for this date 
since 1991. Bootheel farmers nearly completed the corn harvest, while 
northwest, northeast are least advanced just under 20%. Ripening of the 
bean crop is most advanced in northwest, north-central at 43% mature. 
Beans in south-central, southeast are least advanced at 50% or less 
dropping leaves and 20% or less mature. East-central leads the State, with 
12% of the beans harvested, followed by north-central, northeast at 10% 
complete. Sorghum harvesting is most advanced for this date since 1987. 
Sorghum is most advanced in southwest at 100% mature, 74% harvested, 
followed by southeast at 89% mature, 65% harvested. Winter wheat most 
advanced in northern third of the State, ranging from 7% to 10% planted. 
Rainfall past week avg 1.07 in., ranging from virtually none in Bootheel to over 
1.5 in. in west-central, central, southwest. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 11% 
poor, 37% fair, 42% good, 8% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 24% very 
short, 55% short, 21% adequate. Subsoil moisture 34% very short, 43% 
short, 23% adequate. Conditions were seasonal with temps in high 70's 
degrees F, cooled off 25th, 26th when most of the State received some 
precipitation. Corn harvested for silage 82%, 67% 1997, 68 avg. Dry beans 
harvested 90%, 87% 1997, 78% avg. Sugar beets harvested 9%, 13% 1997, 
8% avg. Potatoes harvested 22%, 11% 1997, 18% avg. Second-cutting 
alfalfa 99%, 93% 1997, 94% avg. Range, pasture remains in mostly fair to 
poor condition. Lack of rain causing a lot of stress to range conditions. 
Ranchers have moved 28% of the cattle, 32% of the sheep off summer 
pastures 26% avg. of the cattle, 31% of sheep taken off by this time. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 10% very 
short, 40% short, 50% adequate. Subsoil moisture 8% very short, 35% 
short, 57% adequate. Warm, windy week. Temperatures averaged 3 to 5 
degrees F above normal over much of the State, near normal Panhandle. 

Rainfall from traces to over 2 inches in portions of the Southeast. Corn 1% 
very poor, 2% poor, 16% fair, 57% good, 24% excellent; irrigated corn 83% 
good or excellent; dryiand corn 79% good or excellent; mature 92%, nearly 
two weeks ahead of 62% 1997, 61% avg.; harvested 21% , 4% 1997, 5% 
avg. Producers allowing grain to field dry before combining. Soybean 
condition 2% poor, 22% fair, 53% good, 23% excellent; dropping leaves 92%, 
87% 1997, 70% avg. Harvested 14%, 5% 1997, 11% avg. Pods are dry, 
stems green, making harvest difficult; frost welcome. Sorghum 1% poor, 
13% fair, 67% good, 19% excellent; mature 89%, 65% 1997, 51% avg.; 
harvested 5%, 2% 1997, 4% avg. Dry beans harvested 73%, 76% 1997, 
67% avg. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 60% good, 9% excellent; 
4rd cutting 41%, 39% 1997, 42% avg. Wheat seeding 80%, 70% 1997, 70% 
avg. Wheat emergence 46%, 47% 1997, 35% avg. Stands spotty in some 
fields due to dry soil conditions. Pasture feed 6% very poor, 12% poor, 31% 
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fair, 48% good, 3% excellent. Producer activities; millet, potato, hay 
harvests, weaning calves, livestock care, requesting Load Deficiency 
Payments at FSA. 





NEVADA: Haying continued to be interupted by rain showers. Third, 4th 
Cuttings of alfalfa were underway in northern valleys. Alfalfa seed harvest 
slowed down by precipitation. New seeding of alfalfa began. Winter wheat, 
spring wheat, barley harvests were completed. Field preparation for fall grain 
seeding continued, with seeding beginning. Mint harvest neared completion 
in Orovada. Harvest of garlic for seed use continued and fields were being 
prepared for planting of the 1999 crop. Onion harvest continued. Harvesting 
of corn for silage was completed. Potato harvest got underway. Pasture and 
range condition continued to rate mostly good, aided by recent rains. Cattle 
movement, calf marketing continued. Main farm, ranch activities: haying, 
alfalfa seed harvest, onion harvest, mint harvest, garlic harvest, planting 
winter grains, fall seeding of alfalfa, irrigating, cattle marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 2% 
very short, 14% short, 80% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% very 
short, 18% short, 73% adequate, 5% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 
12% poor, 24% fair, 38% good, 25% excellent. Maine potatoes 40% 
harvested, 30% 1997, 40% avg.; good to fair. Massachusetts potatoes 75% 
harvested, 80% 1997, 75% avg.; condition good. Rhode Isiand potatoes 
80% harvested, 90% 1997, 75% avg.; good to fair. Oats in Maine 95% 
harvested, 80% 1997, 90% avg.; fair to good. Barley in Maine 99% 
harvested, 85% 1997; fair to good. Field corn 45% harvested, 25% 1997, 
35% avg.; condition good. Sweet corn 90% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg.; 
good to fair. First-cut hay 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition 
fair. Second-cut hay 95% harvested, 85% 1997, 90% avg.; good to fair. 
Third-cut hay 70% harvested, 70% 1997, 70% avg.; condition good. Apples 
60% harvested, 60% 1997, 50% avg., size above- average to 
average;condition good. Peaches 100% harvested, 99% 1997, 95% avg., 
size average; condition good to fair. Pears 70% harvested, 45% 1997, 70% 
avg, size average; condition good. Cranberries 10% harvested, 15% 1997, 
20% avg.; size average, condition good to excellent. Major farm activities 
included: Harvested silage corn, small grains, potatoes, fall vegetables 
including squash, pumpkins, fruits including apples, pears, cranberries. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Farmers are irrigating crops, 
planting cover crops and spraying for disease and pests. Harvesting of fall 
items (spinach, cabbage, parsley, endive, escarole, Indian corn, beets, 
turnips and pumpkins) is increasing, while the harvesting of summer items 
is slowing down. Feed requirements are average. The irrigation water supply 
is short to adequate. Good volume of green beans, eggplant, peppers, and 
squash. Moderate volume of beets, cabbage, cucumbers, endive, escarole, 
herbs, leeks, lettuce, spinach, sweet corn, and pickles. Tomatoes are 
moderate but declining in volume. Light supply of okra, parsley, pumpkins, 
radishes, Indian corn and turnips. Apple harvest is well underway with red 
delicious, Paula red, ginger gold and gala being the main varieties. 
Harvesting of corn for silage continues with the harvesting of corn for grain 
increasing. Soybeans are dropping their leaves and nearing harvest. Fourth 
cuttings of alfalfa reported. Pasture conditions range from poor to good. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Topsoil moisture declined 
to 23% very short, 52% short, 24% adequate and 1% surplus. With the fall 
season approaching, temperatures across New Mexico remained 
unseasonably high. Temperatures averaged 6 degrees above normal for the 
week, with spotty precipitation falling across the northeast part of the State. 
Wheat and onion producers were planting last week as hay, apple and chile 
harvests continued. Over three-fourths of the fall wheat crop was in the 
ground. Because of a shortage of soil moisture there are already concerns 
about the dryland wheat crop. Six percent of the fall onion crop was planted 
by the end of last week. The fourth, fifth and sixth cuttings of alfalfa moved 
forward to 90%, 79% and 44% complete, respectively; condition 1% very 
poor,2% poor, 43% fair, 42% good, 12% excellent. Apples were 60% picked, 
65% 1997; condition 17% fair, 75% good and 8% excellent. Green chile 
harvest moved to 77% complete, 87% 1997; red chile harvest was 4% 
complete, 3% 1997; as a whole the condition was rated 3% poor, 20% fair, 
68% good and 9% excellent. As corn producers prepared for grain harvest 
last week, silage harvest progressed to 75% complete. The overall condition 
of the corn crop was rated 8% poor, 30% fair, 57% good, 5% excellent; 59% 
mature, 59% 1997. Because of dry weather throughout the spring and early 
to mid summer, the outlook for the sorghum crop remains poor. After a siow 





Start this season the cotton crop is maturing quickly and is now only slightly 
behind last year and the 5-year average. Lettuce was rated 18% fair, 28% 
good, 54% excellent. Pecans remained in good condition, with no reports of 
any major damage from weather, insects or disease. Cattle and sheep 
remained in fair to good condition 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 5% very short, 
33% short, 62% adequate. Pasture condition 10% poor, 35% fair, 55% 
good. Alfalfa third cutting 81% finished, 78% 1997, 79% average. Corn 
Silage 63% harvested, 29% 1997, 33% average. Grain corn 15% harvested, 
0% 1997 and average. Potato, dry bean harvests in high gear. Apple 
harvest in full swing. Condition of crop varies from poor to good, depending 
on location. Lake Ontario region generally lower condition due to wind and 
hail damage from Labor Day storm. Cider making in high gear. Grape 
harvest gained momentum. Orange County onions 80% harvested. Yields 
low. Harvesting of other crops wound down. Pumpkin harvest ahead of 
normal. Cabbage harvest continued active. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Dry weather 
continued for most of the State, with only scattered rains reported. Harvest 
activities were aided by the dry weather and above-average temperatures. 
The western half of the State continues to be extremely dry as 88% of the 
Mountain Region reported short or very short topsoil moisture. Soil moisture 
across the State is rated 13% very short, 43% short, 43% adequate and 1% 
surplus. Activities for the week included: harvesting tobacco, corn, cotton, 
peanuts, sweet potatoes and sorghum; cutting hay; small grain plantings and 
tending livestock. As tobacco and corn harvests wind down, farmers are 
beginning to turn their attention to small grain plantings. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Another week of mostly 
dry weather and above-normal temperatures allowed producers to make good 
progress on late-season crop harvest. Scattered frost was reported across 
the State but mostly in the north-central district. Topsoil moisture 11% very 
short, 42% short, 47% adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil moisture 14% very 
short, 38% short, 48% adequate, 0% surplus. The late-season crop harvest 
was in full swing at a pace well ahead of the average except for sugarbeets. 
Corn for grain 92% ripe, 71% 1997, 55% avg; 21% harvested, 3% 1997, 2% 
avg. Corn for silage 74% chopped, 70% 1997, 57% avg. Dry edible beans 
99% cut, 90% 1997, 73% avg; 94% combined, 75% 1997, 56% avg. 
Flaxseed 98% combined, 89% 1997, 60% avg. Potatoes 98% vines killed, 
96% 1997, 97% avg; 69% dug, 60% 1997, 61% avg. Soybeans 96% mature 
leaves dropping, 94% 1997, 84% avg; 45% harvested, 52% 1997, 28% avg. 
Sugarbeets 9% lifted, 7% 1997, 10% avg. Sunflower 98% bracts turned 
yellow, 98% 1997, 83% avg; 78% bracts turned brown, 76% 1997, 65% avg; 
6% harvested, 4% 1997, 2% avg. Most late-season crop conditions 
remained relatively unchanged. Emerged crop condition: corn for grain 2% 
very poor, 12% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 8% excellent; corn for silage 1% 
very poor, 9% poor, 33% fair, 46% good, 11% excellent; soybeans 3% very 
poor, 18% poor, 28% fair, 44% good, 7% excellent; sugarbeets 1% very poor, 
4% poor, 16% fair, 52% good, 27% excellent; sunflower 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 24% fair, 60% good, 12% excellent. Stockwater supplies rated 1% very 
short, 12% short, 84% adequate, 3% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 14% very short, 
37% short, 48% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn mature 68%, 16% 1997, 36% 
avg. Corn harvested for silage 59%, 20% 1997, 46% avg. Corn harvested 
for grain 9%, 0% 1997, 4% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 90%, 71% 1997, 
77% avg. Soybeans mature 56%, 16% 1997, 41% avg. Soybeans harvested 
20%, 3% 1997, 9% avg. Alfalfa hay 67% 4th cutting. Other hay 88% 3rd 
Cutting, 65% 1997, 72% avg. Tobacco 85% cut, 75% 1997. Fall and winter 
apples 43% harvested, 23% 1997, 26% avg. Hay 2% very poor, 10% poor, 
33% fair,45% good, 10% excellent. Farmers have been busy with typical fall 
activities such as combining soybeans; harvesting corn for grain, silage; 
tilling wheat stubble; sowing wheat, rye; plowing wheat, barley; land leveling; 
installing tile; cleaning barns, bins; mending fences; mowing weeds, CRP 
ground; applying lime, fertilizer; hauling manure; moving 1997 grain; 4”, 5” 
cutting of hay; drying grain; cutting, housing tobacco; vaccinating, weaning 
Cattle, calves; cutting firewood; harvesting peppers, tomatoes, potatoes, 
pumpkins, gourds. Weeds in soybean fields, other crops are posing a 
problem at harvesttime as reported weeds include giant, common ragweed, 
foxtail; Canadian thistle; common grasses; broadieaves; goldenrod; 
velvetleaf; ironweed; Johnsongrass; cocklebur. The insect population is 
dying down as reporters only mention army worms, mosquitoes, barn flies as 
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problems. Reported diseases include apple scale; smut on sweet corn; late 
blight on tomatoes; mildew on pumpkins; white mold in soybeans, mold in 
corn. There is concern that storage may be difficult for the potato, apple, 
pear crop. Peaches also may not store well due to excess late rain in the 
northwestern part of the State. There is still concern over the early maturing 
of the pumpkin crop. Prolonged dry weather in most of the State has 
inhibited regrowth of pastures. Late Sunday night rain should spur 
improvement from the northwestern districts to the central part of the State. 
Many livestock producers are feeding hay, particularly in the southern half of 
the State. Cattle conditions appear to have improved from cooler weather. 
However, an Athens County a reporter mentioned that cattle are stressed by 
lack of water and flies. Most report good cattle conditions. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 39% very 
short, 38% short, 23% adequate. Subsoil moisture 36% very short, 39% 
short, 25% adequate. Rainfall boosted row crop development, encouraged 
wheat seedings. Wheat 74% seedbed prepared, 90% 1997, 90% avg; Oats 
64% seedbed prepared, 81% 1997, 84% avg; 13% planted, 10% 1997, 18% 
avg; 4% up-to-stand, 0% 1997, 3% avg; Corn 3% very poor, 6% poor, 7% 
fair, 84% good; 100% mature, 86% 1997, 86% avg; 90% harvested, 64% 
1997, 67% avg; Sorghum 97% milk-to-soft, 93% 1997, 90% avg; Soybeans 
16% very poor, 23% poor, 50% fair, 10% good, 1% excellent; 79% mature, 
40% 1997, 50% avg; 32% harvested, 11% 1997, 16% avg; Peanuts 56% 
mature, 27% 1997, 40% avg; Alfalfa Hay 11% very poor, 19% poor, 36% fair, 
32% good, 2% excellent; 49% 4th cutting, 83% 1997, 85% avg; 6% fifth 
Cutting, 14% 1997, 22% avg; Other Hay 23% 2nd cutting, 55% 1997, 90% 
avg; Livestock 4% very poor, 10% poor, 26% fair, 59% good, 1% excellent. 
Prices for feeder cattle up 50 cents to $1.00 per cwt. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 11% very short, 41% 
short, 48% adequate. Subsoil 6% very short, 35% short, 59% adequate. 
Barley harvested 97%, 96% 1997, 94% average; planted 2%, 1% 1997, 7% 
average. Winter wheat planted 13%, 22% 1997, 26% average; emerged 2%, 
7% 1997, 8% average. Range & pasture condition 3% very poor, 7% poor, 
53% fair, 19% good, 18% excellent. Activities: Ground preparation 
continued, late hay cuttings down & fall planting underway. Many growers 
waiting for moisture or for volunteer grasses to sprout before planting. West 
side com silage harvest proceeding with average yields. Field corn harvest 
started in Malheur County. Nurseries & greenhouses preparing for fall 
markets. On south coast Easter lily harvest of commercial-size bulbs began. 
Potato harvest continued on East side. Quality & yield problems reported in 
northeast & lower yields reported in Malheur County for potatoes & onions. 
Green bean harvest winding down on Westside, as well as harvest of truck 
garden crops. Pumpkins gaining color & fall & winter vegetables being 
planted. Hazelnuts continued to drop in Willamette Valley & apple harvest 
underway. Pear & Apple harvest continued in Rogue River Valley. On south 
coast cranberry color improving & harvest nearing. On north coast 
Gravenstein apples & prune harvest completed. Hood River Valley Gala 
apples & Anjou pear harvest started in upper valley, & Anjou pear harvest 
continued in lower & middie valley regions. In Millton-Freewater area apple 
harvest began. Livestock good. Fall weaning, vaccinations & pregnancy 
testing continued in northeast. Western pastures started to green up 
following recent rains. Eastern range has lots of grass under ideal fall 
weather. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 20% very 
short, 45% short, 35% adequate, and 0% surplus. Ensilage corn harvested 
60% harvested, 40% 1997, 47% avg. Soybean harvest 5% complete, 3% 
1997. 2% avg. Soybean crop condition 2% very poor, 5% poor, 21% fair, 
51% good, 21% excellent. Potato harvest 64% complete, 52% 1997, 56% 
avg. Fall plowing 47% complete, 60% 1997, 54% avg. Wheat planted 13% 
complete, 39% 1997, 32% avg. Wheat emerged 2% complete, 12% 1997, 
average not available. Barley planted 35% complete, 43% 1997, 40% avg. 
Barley emerged 11% complete, 21% 1997, average not available. Alfalfa 
third cutting 89% complete, 88% 1997, 86% avg. Alfalfa fourth cutting 52% 
complete, 59 1997, 49% avg. Timothy clover second cutting 92% complete, 
97% 1997, 96% avg. Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 5% poor, 28% fair, 
47% good, 18% excellent. Grape harvest 38% complete, 29% 1997, 44% 
avg. Apple harvest 47% complete, 44% 1997, 48% avg. Peach harvest 
100% complete, 98% 1997, 98% avg. Activities: fall plowing; cutting hay 
and haylage; harvesting fruit; harvesting vegetables; seeding cover crop in 
corn fields; clipping pastures; filling silos; machinery maintenance; fixing 
fences; hauling manure; and caring for livestock. 








SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 8% 
very short, 33% short, 48% adequate, 1% surplus. Apples 51% harvested, 
75% 1997, 67% avg; 42% poor, 27% fair, 31% good. Corn 96% harvested, 
92% 1997, 87%avg. Grapes 46% fair, 39% good, 15% excellent. Hay 99% 
cut, 100% 1997, 84% avg. Livestock Condition 4% poor, 34% fair, 61% 
good, 1% excellent. Pasture Condition 7% very poor, 16% poor, 39% fair, 
37% good, 1% exellent. Peanuts 20% harvested, 32% 1997, 27% avg; 9% 
very poor, 28% poor, 50% fair, 13% good. Pecans 13% harvested, 0% 1997, 
2% avg; 20% poor, 50% fair, 30% good. Sorghum 72% matured, 93% 1997, 
n/a avg; 47% harvested, 68% 1997, n/a avg; 12% very poor, 22% poor, 26% 
fair, 39% good, 1% excellent. Sweetpotatoes 35% harvested, 25% 1997, 
22% avg; 2% fair, 98% good. Tobacco 85% stalks destroyed, 88% 1997, 
73% avg. Winter Grazings 30% planted, 30% 1997, 27% avg; 22% 
emerged, 21% 1997, 17% avg; 10% poor, 56% fair, 34% good. Winter 
Wheat 13% planted, 12% 1997, 5% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 10% very short, 
46% short, 42% adequate, and 2% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 32% 
short, and 60% adequate, 4% surplus. Cooler temperatures prevailed over 
the state early in the week, giving way to warmer drier temperatures by 
week's end. Many areas of the state reported a mild frost early in the week 
with the western side of the state receiving a trace of snow. Sunflower 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 19% fair, 56% good, 20% excellent; 94% bracts yellow, 
93% 1997, 91% avg; 68% mature, 52% 1997, 55% avg; 19% harvested, 3% 
1997, 4% avg. Sorghum turning color 98%, 97% 1997, 91% avg. Sorghum 
harvested for silage 48%, 57% 1997, 41% avg. Corn harvested for silage 
87%, 70% 1997, 52% avg. Dry soil conditions and lack of precipitation 
hindered winter rye and winter wheat seeding. Winter rye seeded 74%, 80% 
1997, 81% avg. Winter rye emerged 46%, 62% 1997, 52% avg. Alfalfa 1% 
very poor, 5% poor, 26% fair, 54% good, and 14% excellent. Alfalfa cut three 
times 84%, 19% 1997, 4% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 11% fair, 70% good, 
18% excellent. Stock water supplies 1% very short, 14% short, 79% 
adequate, 6% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 34% very 
short, 47% short, 19% adequate. Subsoil moisture 30% very short, 53% 
short, 17% adequate. Corn 97% mature, 91% 1997, 93% avg.; 81% 
harvested, 52% 1997, 55% avg.; silage 97% harvested, 88% 1997, 91% avg. 
Burley 85% harvested, 80% 1997, 87% avg.; dark-air 90% harvested, 91% 
1997, 92% avg.; dark-fire 89% harvested, 75% 1997, 89% avg. Pastures 
17% very poor, 38% poor, 33% fair, 12% good. Above normal temperatures, 
and below normal rainfall were the story across Tennessee last week. 
Daytime highs were 7 to 10 degrees above normal with the warmest 
tempertures occurring at the end of the week across the entire State. 
Memphis and Bristol both set record highs Sunday, while Nashville and 
Chattanooga tied records. Scattered thunderstormes brought rain to parts 
of Middle and East Tennessee last Monday. Pasture land is beginning to 
respond to the moisture, but more is needed. Corn and Cotton producers 
used the dry weather to continue harvesting their crop. 





TEXAS: Widely scattered showers fell some areas, warmer temperatures 
ushered in fall. Fieidwork continued without much delay Plains while many 
fields Southern, Coastal areas remained too wet for fieldwork. Armyworms 
continued big problem pastures many parts state. Haying activity increased 
as conditions allowed. Supplemental feeding of livestock slowed as pastures 
improved from recent rains. 

Crops: Small Grains: Recent rains helped emergence, growth on seeded 
fields in Plains. Planting activity continued during week. Producers in dryer 
areas North Central were dry seeding fields in hopes of rain. Many 
producers still waiting for good rain to start. Fertilizer applied to fields parts 
of Blacklands, Central. Some replanting may be necessary as armyworms 
have caused heavy damage newly emerged fields parts of state. Corn: 
Harvest continued wind down in High Plains where yields some fields have 
suffered from extremely hot temperatures during season. Cotton: Additional 
defoliating activity occurred in Plains with harvest beginning few fields. 
Regrowth continued to be problem in Coastal Bend as wet fields prevented 
plowing. Grain Sorghum: Recent rains helped later maturing fields in Plains 
while harvest early fields increased during week with low yields reported. 
Harvest also continued North Central fields where some fields grazed out, 
baled. Harvest virutally completed other areas. Peanuts: Harvest underway 
few fields in Plains. Some producers reporting low early yields. Harvest 
expanded in few more fields South Central. Rice: Harvest virtually completed 
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on first crop along Upper Coast with some second cutting underway. 
Soybeans: A few fields left for harvest along Upper Coast by end week. 
Fields in Plains continued mature rapidly with some harvest beginning by late 
week. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, land preparations stalled 
much week by wet conditions. Recent rains have been a big benefit to citrus 
crop. San Antonio-Winter Garden, cabbage, carrot, spinach planting 
resumed, made good progress last week. East, sweetpotato harvest 
continued. Yields on later fields about same as early fields. High Plains, 
cucumber, pepper harvest continued. Watermelon harvest also continued. 
Trans Pecos, land preparation, some planting occurred during week. 
Pecans: The nuts ieft on trees across state continued look good. Many nuts 
shed or blown off by high winds some areas. Recent rainfall benefitted trees. 
Harvest should begin soon. 

Range and Livestock: Recent rains improved pastures, however with 
better grass, armyworm activity increased dramatically, a shortage of 
chemicals for spraying occurred. Haying activity increased during week dryer 
areas. Supplemental feeding activity slowed with better grazing conditions. 
Stockers begun arriving in Plains as wheat fields near time for grazing. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 16% short, 79% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 14% short, 86% adequate. Pasture 
and range condition 6% poor, 23% fair, 62% good, 9% excellent. Irrigation 
water supplies 2% very short, 18% short, 79% adequate, 1% surplus. Stock 
water supplies 2% very short, 12% short, 86% adequate. Cattle moved from 
summer range 27%, 29% 1997, 36% avg. Sheep moved from summer 
range 24%, 24% 1997, 33% avg. Winter wheat: seeded 71%, 68% 1997, 
61% avg; emerged 20%, 16% 1997, 28% avg. Oats harvested for grain 
98%, 97% 1997, 95% avg. Com: in dough stage 83%, 98% 1997, 52% avg; 
in dent stage 52%, 59% 1997, 34% avg; mature 18%, 15% 1997. Corn 
silage harvested 28%, 40% 1997, 39% avg. Alfalfa hay: 3rd cutting 89%, 
67% 1997, 81% avg; 4th cutting 36%, 31% 1997, 28% avg. Alfalfa seed 
harvested 62%, 46% 1997, 51% avg. Onions harvested 50%, 47% 1997, 
52% avg. Potatoes harvested 26%, 31% 1997, 33% avg. Peaches picked 
88%, 99% 1997, 98% avg. Pears picked 72%, 97% 1997, 95% avg. Apples 
16% picked, 21% 1997, 29% avg. Rainstorms delayed grain harvest and 
have damaged hay. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 44% very 
short, 43% short, 13% adequate. Subsoil moisture 38% very short, 43% 
short, 19% adequate. Corn 96% dent, 93% 1997, 96% avg; 88% mature, 
73% 1997, 83% avg, 55% harvested, 35% 1997, 43% avg; 87% harvested 
for silage, 72% 1997, 71% avg; 11% very poor, 26% poor, 39% fair, 20% 
good, 4% excellent. Cotton 5% harvested, 0% 1997, 2% avg; 9% poor, 30% 
fair, 49% good, 12% excellent. Soybeans 98% setting pods, 94% 1997, 98% 
avg; 26% dropping leaves, 27% 1997, 5% avg; 2% harvested, 0% 1997, 2% 
avg; 9% very poor, 24% poor, 32% fair, 30% good, 5% excellent. Winter 
Wheat 12% seeded, 0% 1997, 4% avg. Barley 2% seeded, 0% 1997, 10% 
avg. Flue-cured tobacco 67% harvested, 69% 1997, 79% avg. Dark fire 
cured tobacco 95% harvested, 90% 1997, 94% avg. Burley tobacco 77% 
harvested, 83% 1997, 82% avg. Sun tobacco 98% harvested, 94% 1997, 
95% avg. Fall Apples 39% harvested, 32% 1997, 56% avg. Winter Apples 
8% harvested, 0% 1997, 11% avg. Apples 4% very poor, 17% poor, 42% fair, 
31% good, 6% excellent. Pasture 36% very poor, 37% poor, 22% fair, 5% 
good. Alfalfa 15% very poor, 40% poor, 40% fair, 4% good, 1% excellent. 
Other hay 27% very poor, 42% poor, 27% fair, 4% good. Some isolated 
areas received scattered rainfall, thunderstorms this past week. The rain 
was too little too late, however, for many crop, livestock producers. Additional 
precipitation would be helpful to producers of summer crops such as 
soybeans, cotton, peanuts which are preparing for harvest. Producers 
preparing to plant small grains and other fall crops would also benefit from 
the replenished soil moisture additional rainfall would bring. The lack of 
tonsoil moisture is slowing progress of small grain planting. Rain is also still 
needed by livestock producers in order to water animals and to help fall 
forage prospects. Livestock producers around the Commonwealth are 
currently reporting that poor pasture conditions are forcing them to dip into 
winter hay stocks. Some producers are baling corn stalks and anything else 
that may be used to feed livestock. A few soybean producers have reported 
that yields may potentially be higher than earlier indicated. Other activities for 
the past week included spraying stop-drop on apples, scouting and spraying 
of cotton, peanuts, and soybeans, preparing land for planting of fall crops, as 
well as, other general field work 








WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 11% 
very short, 50% short; 39% adequate; subsoil moisture 5% very short, 40% 
short, 55% adequate. Potatoes 45% harvested, 46% 1997, 46% avg. 
Potatoes, 6% fair, 89% good, 5% excellent. Winter wheat was nearly all 
planted in central areas with most wheat emerged, seeding was delayed in 
eastern areas with growers waiting for precipitation. Emerged wheat was in 
fair condition but precipitation would benefit the new crop greatly. Potato and 
dry bean harvests continued, mint and alfalfa seed harvests neared 
completion. Hay and other roughage supplies, 7% short, 68% adequate, 
25% surplus. Silage harvest continued, fourth and fifth cutting alfalfa hay 
production continued. Range and pasture, 3% very poor, 21% poor, 49% 
fair, 27% good. Precipitation helped pastures in some western areas, most 
pastures remained very dry. Cooler temperatures aided fruit development 
and improved fruit color. D’Anjou pear harvest neared completion, whereas 
grape and apple harvests continued. Apple harvest was projected to 
continue through October to early November with various varieties being 
harvested. Cranberry growers were busy preparing for harvest. Sweet corn, 
onion, and other vegetable harvests continued. Christmas tree growers were 
busy beginning to prepare fields for harvest. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 14% 
very short, 41% short, 45% adequate. Weather conditions were conducive 
for harvesting, but some areas are still in need of rain. Apple harvest 66%, 
40% 1997. Hay condition 5% very poor, 9% poor, 33% fair, 49% good, 4% 
excellent; Hay 2nd cut 95%, 97% 1997, 95% 5-yr avg; Hay 3” cut 70%, 55% 
1997, 69% 5-yr avg. Corn condition 8% poor, 32% fair, 55% good, 5% 
excelient; Corn doughing 97%, 100% 1997; Corn dent 74%, 70% 1997; Corn 
mature 50%, 35% 1997, 68% 5-yr avg; Corn harvested for grain 16%, 8% 
1997, 30% 5-yr avg. Soybean condition 4% poor, 32% fair, 59% good, 5% 
excellent; Soybeans 79% dropping leaves, 80% 1997, 70% 5-yr avg; 
Soybeans harvested for grain 7%, 2% 1997. Tobacco condition 40% poor, 
40% fair, 20% good; Tobacco harvested 75%, 93% 1997, 90% 5Syr avg. 
Wheat planted 24%, 30% 1997, 15% 5-yr avg. Cattle 1% poor, 23% fair, 
70% good, 6% excellent. Sheep 35% fair, 60% good, 5% excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 14% very short, 
39% short, 46% adequate, and 1% surplus. Soybeans leaves dropping: 93%, 
65% 1997, 51% avg. Soybeans harvested 10%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Soybean 
condition: 1% very poor, 1% poor, 10% fair, 52% good, 36% excellent. Fourth 
crop hay harvested: 53%, n/a 1997, n/a avg. Corn for silage harvested: 87%, 
26% 1997, 34% avg. Last week marked the official start of autumn; 
scattered, light frosts were observed in the north central, central, and 
southwestern parts of the state. However, there has not been a hard frost 
and, consequently, no frost-related crop damage. Hay harvest was nearly 
complete for the state. Many farmers harvested fourth and fifth crops this 
season, and as a result, supplies are high. Dry weather in some parts of the 
state also contributed to the declining harvest activity. Many farmers will leave 
hay remaining in the fields for use as snow cover. Soybeans and corn for 
grain were in the early stages of being harvested, and corn harvested for 
silage was nearly complete. Although the consensus among reporters was 
not unanimous, there was speculation that many will have record yields for 
corn and soybeans. Potato, apple, and pear harvests continued and were 
reported to be in good to excellent condition. Winter wheat continued to be 
planted, and had already emerged in some areas. Pasture feed conditions: 
3% very poor, 17% poor, 29% fair, 44% good, 7% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 58% short, 40% adequate. Subsoil moisture 4% very short, 59% 
short, 37% adequate. Winter wheat emerged 80%, 81% 1997, 64% avg. 
Corn mature 82%, 77% 1997, 65% avg.; harvested 2%, 2% 1997, 7% avg. 
Dry beans combined 73%, 89% 1997, 74% avg. Alfalfa third cutting 64%, 
43% 1997, 59% avg. Range and pasture condition 2% very poor, 8% poor, 
39% fair, 42% good, 9% excellent. Corn condition 2% poor, 4% fair, 49% 
good, 45% excellent. Sugarbeet condition 16% fair, 59% good, 25% 
excellent. Livestock condition 3% fair, 92% good, 5% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 1% very short, 13% short, 86% adequate. Fall arrived with cooler 
temperatures but the weather was still mild and, except for some western 
areas, the State was still looking for the first freezing temperatures. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Warm, dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting and winter grain planting in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and 
the Baltics. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Cold, showery weather slowed spring grain 
harvesting in Russia, while dry weather in Kazakstan continued to 
favor rapid harvest progress. 


EUROPE: Drier weather favored fieldwork in northern Europe, while 
wet weather in Spain and southeastern Europe hampered fieldwork. 


SOUTH ASIA: Persistant, late-season monsoon rain likely damaged 
cotton in northwestern India. 


AUSTRALIA: An unusually wet weather pattern continued across 
eastern Australia. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers hampered rice maturation and 
harvesting in Vietnam, the Philippines, and Thailand. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, rain eased dryness for 
vegetative winter wheat, while rain continued to raise quality concerns 
for maturing winter wheat in southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Showers continued to increase reservoir levels in 
northeastern Mexico and benefit filling corn across the Southern 
Plateau Corn Belt. 


EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting across the North China Plain, but heavy rain caused 
flooding and possible rice damage in southern Japan. 














EUROPE 





Mild, drier weather (precipitation amounts less than 5 mm) prevailed 
across northern Europe, helping summer crop harvesting and winter 
grain planting. Farther south, persistent showers (10-25 mm, with 
local amounts in excess of 25 mm) occurred in Portugal and Spain, 
slowing summer crop harvesting. Greatest amounts of rain (50-72 
mm) fell in western Spain and northern Portugal. The precipitation in 
these areas spread northward into southern France at week’s end, 
ending several days of favorable harvest weather. Farther east, light 
scattered showers (5-12 mm) in Italy caused only brief delays in 
harvest activities. In eastern Europe, dry weather prevailed in the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary, helping summer crop 
harvesting and winter grain planting. Soaking rain (35-73 mm) in 
southern Romania and Bulgaria halted summer crop harvesting but 
provided abundant moisture for winter grain germination and 
establishment. 
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In Russia and Ukraine, unseasonably warm, dry weather helped corn, 
sunflower, and sugar beet harvesting to rapidly progress. Furthermore, 
weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal in these 
areas, favoring the rapid emergence and establishment of winter grains 
in areas where topsoil moisture was sufficient. Winter wheat planting 
likely progressed slowly in southeastern Ukraine and parts of southern 
Russia (lower Volga Valley and North Caucasus), where the 
combination of prolonged dryness and unusually high temperatures 
have reduced topsoil moisture to unfavorably low levels for uniform 
germination and crop establishment. Based on normal weather 
conditions, planting after the middle of October in these areas may not 
ensure that the crop becomes sufficiently established before entering 
dormancy. Elsewhere, dry weather prevailed in Belarus and the 
Baltics, helping summer crop harvesting and late winter grain planting. 
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Spring grain harvesting was well underway in Russia and Kazakstan. 
In Russia, occasional showers (around 10 mm) were accompanied by 
cold weather, including some snow, hampering spring grain harvesting. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 4 degrees C below normal in 
Russia. Furthermore, extreme minimum temperatures ranging from -1 
to -7 degrees C were widespread throughout the region. In Kazakstan, 
cool but generally dry weather continued to favor rapid spring grain 
harvesting. In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, unseasonably 
warm, dry weather favored boll maturation and harvesting. 





MEXICO 








Widespread showers (30-140 mm) continued to bring relief to 
northeastern Mexico and benefited filling corn across the Southern 
Plateau Corn Belt. The heavy rain exacerbated flooding in portions of 
Veracruz. Light to moderate rain (10-40 mm) aided pastures in north- 
central Mexico (Chihuahua and Durango). Temperatures averaged 1 
to 2 degrees C above normal across most of Mexico. 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin September 29, 1998 





SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation(mm) 
SEP 20 - 26, 1998 





EASTERN ASIA 


Total Precipitation(mm) 
SEP 20 - 26, 1998 





SOUTH AMERICA 





In central Argentina, moderate rain (10-50 mm) eased dryness for 
vegetative winter wheat and fieldwork preparations for summer crop 
planting in central and southern Buenos Aires. More rain, however, 
is needed in southern Santa Fe. Light to moderate rain (S-20 mm) 
favored germinating sunflowerseed in northern Argentina, as planting 
moves farther south into central Argentina. Temperatures averaged 
slightly below normal, slowing early wheat growth. In southern 
Brazil, moderate showers (25-75 mm) continued to raise wheat 
quality concerns for mature winter wheat in Parana. The wheat crop 
was less advanced (filling) in Rio Grande do Sul, where light rain fell 
during for the week. However, on September 27, heavy rain again 
fell across the state, raising quality concerns (More details on the rain 
in next week’s report). Light rain (5-20 mm) boosted soil moisture for 
coffee and citrus in northern Sao Paulo and southern Minas Gerais. 
According to reports as of September 21, winter wheat was 32 
percent harvested, compared with 26 percent harvested last year. 





EASTERN ASIA 

















Mostly dry, warm weather favored summer crop harvesting across the 
North China Plain, but rain is needed for winter wheat planting. 
Typically, winter wheat planting begins by mid to late September in 
the north, near Beijing, and early November along the Yangtze 
Valley. Light to moderate rain (10-40 mm) slowed summer crop 
harvesting in Manchuria and the Yangtze Valley. Freezing 
temperatures signaled the end of the growing season in extreme 
northern Manchuria (northern Heilongjiang), but damage was limited 
since both the corn and soybean crops were mostly mature. Mostly 
dry, sunny weather favored late rice development across southeastern 
China. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal across 
most of China. Very heavy rain (100-300 mm) caused flooding in 
southern and south-central Japan, possibly damaging maturing rice. 
Farther north in Japan, moderate to heavy showers (40-120 mm) 
continued to worsen rice quality and possibly cause additional rice 
damage. Moderate showers (40-100 mm) also raised rice quality 
problems and slowed summer crop harvesting along the eastern 
Korean Peninsula. Temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees C above 
normal across the Korean Peninsula and Japan. 





AUSTRALIA 











Moderate to heavy rain (10-50 mm or more) swept across the 
southeast, improving moisture levels for vegetative wheat and barley. 
Although coverage was very good, dry pockets persisted in 
northwestern Victoria and western crop areas of South Australia. 
Farther north, needed dryness covered the Darling Downs area, but 
showery conditions in southern Queensland kept maturing wheat and 
barley unfavorably damp. Seasonable temperatures throughout the 
east favored normal crop development. In Western Australia, cool 
weather, accompanied by mostly light showers (5-25 mm), benefited 
winter grain growth. In New Zealand, the main pasture areas were 
mostly dry. 
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Showers hampered rice maturation and harvesting 
across Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam, 
while boosting moisture supplies for winter rice. 
Moderate showers (10-80 mm) fell across 
Thailand and southern Vietnam. Heavier showers 
(100-210 mm) likely caused flooding in north- 
central Vietnam, outside of the main 
rice-producing area. Somewhat drier weather (5- 
20 mm) prevailed across northern Vietnam, where 
10th-month rice harvesting is underway. In the 
Philippines, showers (20-80 mm) helped to 
alleviate long-term dryness. Showers (20-60 mm) 
continued to benefit oil palm in peninsular 
Malaysia. In Java, unseasonably heavy showers 
(40-120 mm) possibly caused flooding. 





SOUTH ASIA 








Widespread, unseasonably heavy rain (50-100 
mm or more) persisted over the northwest, well 
past the usual date for the retreat of the monsoon. 
The rain likely caused some degree of damage to 
maturing cotton in north-central India (Punjab 
and Haryana). Conditions were also unfavorably 
wet from India’s main soybean area (western 
Madhya Pradesh) to Pakistan’s southern cotton 
and rice fields. Moderate to heavy showers (S0- 
100 mm or more) over India’s southern interior 
boosted moisture for summer grains, oilseeds, and 
cotton and raised irrigation levels for second- 
season (rabi) cropping. In the east, showers 
tapered off throughout rice areas of India and 
Bangladesh, allowing floodwaters to recede. 
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